The Great Computer Challenge, 2017 
Desktop Publishing, Level IV
Background
The Riverlake Ecological and Environmental Foundation (REEF) is celebrating 25 years of environmental progress. Since the foundation’s beginning, the residents of Riverlake have made great improvements to the region’s waterways and increased their reliance on renewable energy like solar and wind power. 

Riverlake relies heavily on its surrounding waterways to keep our ecosystem healthy and strong. Our lakes and rivers are the clearest they’ve been in decades, and our blue crab and oyster populations are flourishing. Underwater grass beds and neighboring wetlands are re-growing, providing important habitats and acting as natural filters to remove pollutants. 

Other recent accomplishments:

· We have collected 10,000 lbs recycled paper since 2016.

· The fish population in Pure Lake doubled in the last year.

· Riverlake was voted the cleanest town in the state for the last 3 years.

· Local restaurants participate in the Oyster Shell Recycling Program to restore wild oyster populations.

· Half of our city buildings are now running on alternative energy sources.

But the work is far from over. In celebration of 25 years of progress, REEF would like to recognize the community’s efforts and achievements with a fund-raising gala to celebrate and raise money for future efforts!
Guidelines & Requirements
Create three separate pieces (outlined in the “Challenge” sections below) for this event. Present all relevant information in a way that is easy to understand and visually interesting. 

Be creative, creating a common theme and appearance (logos, colors, fonts) for all requirements, keeping your audience in mind. You may use scanned images, graphics, clip art, text, watermarks, and different font faces and sizes to enhance the piece.
Challenge 1
Invitation
Create a 5” x 7” formal invitation with the following information:
Event:
Riverlake Eco Gala
When:
Saturday, April 22, 2017 (Earth Day), 6-10pm
Where:
Riverlake Waterfront Conference Center
Cost:
$50 per ticket
Featuring:
• silent auction

• live music

• sit-down dinner featuring locally grown and sustainable fare

• Attire: black tie / evening wear
The invitation will be mailed in an envelope, so you do not need to leave room for an address on the invitation itself. (You are not responsible for designing the envelope.)
Challenge 2
Program
Create a program (8.5” x 11”) that will be placed at every seat, with a list of the evening’s events:

· Event name (Riverlake Eco Gala)

· Welcome by the President of REEF

· Acknowledgement of key donors

· Short movie highlighting accomplishments of Riverlake

· Dinner and dancing

· Silent auction closes (make checks payable to REEF)

· Closing comments from President of REEF

Somewhere on the program, include a tear-off section for two complimentary drink tickets.

Challenge 3
Brochure
Create a trifold brochure (11” x 8.5”, folded into thirds) to be handed out at the event. The brochure should highlight some of the accomplishments we’ve made in Riverlake, and include ways we can continue to make progress. (Some of the accomplishments are listed under “Background” above.) 
You can write your own content, or use place-filler text, as long as it is clear on the page where you would place each piece of information. This is not a writing assignment; you will not be judged on the actual words you use. 

Remember, a brochure is two-sided. The cover is the right-hand panel of the first page, and the back is the center panel of the first page. Think about the way it will fold as you are designing it. 

The back of the brochure should include:
· Riverlake Ecological and Environmental Foundation (REEF)
· Address: 100 Lakeside Way, Riverlake, VA
· Phone: 555-555-5555
· Website: riverlakereef.org  |  Facebook: facebook.com/groups/riverlakereef
Judging Criteria

The solutions will be judged on the overall quality of layout and design with emphasis placed on thematic unity (how well all the items on the pages are related to the theme) and stylistic unity (a consistent “look and feel” to all parts of the solution).

Judges will refer to images on the computer monitor when evaluating final pieces. Contestants must leave filenames for the judges as well as instructions for accessing each file.
SOL Correlation
Apply knowledge and skills to generate innovative ideas, products, processes, and solutions.

· Use various creative software, programming environments, or digital tools to convey existing ideas in new and effective ways.

· Use technology to develop innovative and effective solutions for assignments.

Have fun and thanks for participating in the Great Computer Challenge, 2017!
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