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Problem:  Choose one of the following problems based on the technology you use for composition and notation.  Complete the problem thoroughly, meeting all criteria.  Pay attention to the presentation requirements.  Evaluation will be based on the following criteria: 
· Problem Solving: meeting minimum requirements (50%)
· Creativity and Originality: applying your personal touch to the solution (25%)
· Musicality: implementing elements of phrasing, dynamics, rhythm, melody, etc. (25%)
Multi-Track Drag-and-Drop Software such as GarageBand, Logic, or MixCraft:

1. Compose an original piece using the following criteria:
· Suitable for use in a radio or television public service announcement or commercial.
· Any key and any 2 meters: demonstrate at least one (1) change in meter.
· Use a combination of at least 4 tracks - 3 of which must be original compositions.  
· At least two (2) instruments have solo or lead

· Minimum of 64 measures in length, but can be longer
· Both written and aural presentations are preferred

2. Compose an original piece using the following criteria:

· Suitable for use at a big band competition at your school
· Any key and any 2 meters: demonstrate at least one (1) change in meter

· Use a combination of at least 4 tracks - 3 of which must be original compositions
· At least two (2) instruments have solo or lead at some point
· Minimum of 64 measures, but can be longer

· Both aural and written presentations are preferred
Traditional Notation software such as Sibelius or Finale:

1. Compose an original piece using the following criteria:
· Suitable for use in a radio or television public service announcement or commercial
· Any key and any 2 meters: demonstrate at least one (1) change in meter
· Instrumentation: Keyboard alone 
· Minimum of 64 measures long, but can be longer

· Both aural and written presentations are preferred

2. Compose an original piece using the following criteria:

· Suitable for use in a special event at your school 

· Any key and any 2 meters: Demonstrate at least one (1) change in meter

· Instrumentation: keyboard with one or more other instrument(s)
· Each Instrument should have solo or lead at some point

· Minimum of 64 measures, but can be longer

· Both aural and written presentations are preferred
VA-SOL.MU.HS.DES.1 DESCRIPTION: The Grades 9-12 Music Standards of Learning (high school) extend the study of musical concepts and are applicable to non-performance music courses. Students will continue to develop skills in reading and understanding music notation and to explore the expression and organization of musical ideas. The study of music, as it relates to human experience, and the student's ability to make aesthetic judgments are also a part of the Grades 9-12 Music Standards of Learning.

VA-SOL.MU.HS.2 STANDARD: The student will read and notate music. 

VA-SOL.MU.HS.2.1 > Notate original musical ideas in treble and bass clefs

VA-SOL.MU.HS.2.3 > Employ technology to notate and/or read music.

VA-SOL.MU.HS.3 STANDARD: The student will demonstrate the ability to organize and express musical ideas and sounds.

VA-SOL.MU.HS.3.1 > Improvise music.

VA-SOL.MU.HS.3.2 > Arrange music using a choice of notation and form.

VA-SOL.MU.HS.3.3 > Compose music using a choice of notation and form.

VA-SOL.MU.HS.3.4 > Use music terminology in explaining music, music notation, instruments, voices, and performances.

VA-SOL.MU.HS.4 STANDARD: The student will investigate characteristics of musical sounds.

VA-SOL.MU.HS.4.1 > Employ elements of music including melody, rhythm, harmony, form, and texture.

VA-SOL.MU.HS.4.2 > Employ technology to explore musical sounds.

VA-SOL.MU.HS.4.3 > Investigate traditional and non-traditional sound sources.

VA-SOL.MU.HS.5 STANDARD: The student will explore music styles and genres through listening, performing, writing, and discussing.

VA-SOL.MU.IAR.DES.1 

DESCRIPTION: Students who perform at the Artist Level (VBODA Level 5-6) have built upon the previous skill levels of Beginning, Intermediate, and Advanced. The Artist Level instrumental student will perform, discuss, and critically evaluate characteristics of more elaborate music compositions. The students will analyze concepts common to music and other disciplines and will be involved in the study of aural examples of music representing a variety of cultures, styles, and historical periods.

VA-SOL.MU.IAR.16 STANDARD: The student will compose a selection for two or more instruments making use of available technology.

VA-SOL.MU.CI.DES.1 DESCRIPTION: The Intermediate Level Music Standards of Learning are designed for students who have achieved competency in beginning vocal/choral skills. Emphasis is placed on the continuing development of vocal production techniques and ensemble participation. The standards require performance, creativity, and investigation at a level of increased ability as well as an understanding and application of traditional music notation. Opportunities to explore the relationship between music and the arts and disciplines outside of the arts are continued.

VA-SOL.MU.CI.9 STANDARD: The student will investigate approaches for reading and writing music notation

VA-SOL.MU.CI.9.3 > Read and write rhythmic patterns in simple and compound meters and various tempos.

VA-SOL.MU.CAR.DES.1 

DESCRIPTION: The student at the Artist Level will acquire refined musicianship skills in individual and ensemble performance. The student will continue to develop the ability to evaluate music performances and articulate preferences and choices through the use of cognitive skills and analytical thinking. Connections with music in the community and the world will be expanded, and the creation of an individual performance portfolio will be developed. Competency in solo/ensemble singing and the use of foreign languages will assist in preparing the singer for future musical/vocal development and career opportunities. Increasing awareness of the inter-relatedness of music, the arts, and other disciplines will be emphasized.

VA-SOL.MU.CAR.8 STANDARD: The student will read and write complex notation.

VA-SOL.MU.CAR.8.3 > Read and write complex rhythmic patterns in various meters.
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