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Background
How many people do you know who own a cell phone? Do you have one? Do your friends? Look around and you will see people of all ages using cell phones to talk, text, take photos, create videos and play games all while they are doing other things like walking, driving, and shopping. In addition to being useful and fun, cell phones can be distracting and cause safety hazards. If not used considerately they can be an annoyance to others. 
Challenge
Your team has been asked to create a presentation to educate parents, teens and children about how to safely and properly use cell phones.
Requirements & Guidelines
1.
The presentation must contain at least five (5) slides, of which at least 

· one must include a picture; 
· one must include a graph/chart or table; 
· one must contain a list.  

2.
At least one slide must provide general information about proper cell phone usage. 

3.
At least one slide must provide information about cell phone manners. 

4.
At least one slide must provide information about safe cell phone use while walking. 

5.
At least one slide must provide information about cell phone safety while driving. 

You may use clip art, drawings, audio or video clips and/or create additional slides. Remember that your job is to create a visually appealing and informative presentation. Text layout, font size, and color schemes should be chosen to clearly display information. Pictures, charts, and lists should be created for purposes of effectively communicating your points to the reader.

To help you with your presentation, information about cell phone usage is included in the following pages. You may use and organize this information any way that you wish. 
The presentation should be both informative and motivating. When creating the slides, try to use the program to its fullest, utilizing as many of the key features of the software as possible. The design and flow of the slides will count more than special effects or transitions from one slide to another.  

 

Source Material:
To help you with your presentation, information about cell phone usage is included in the following pages. You may use and organize this information any way that you wish.  

Source: http://patch.com 
Tips and best practices for teens (and parents) to ensure that your teen’s smartphone is used properly and safely: 

1. Set a password - it might seem like a hassle to have a password on your home screen, but it will be worth it if you lose your phone or if a mischievous friend or sibling grabs it. 

2. Never use a cell phone while driving - texting or talking while driving is always a bad idea. 

3. Don’t send anything you Don’t want becoming public - it goes without saying (but is often overlooked) that even if you send a private message to a friend, that friend could resend it to someone else or post it to the internet. 

4. No bullying - bullying is no less serious when you’re using your phone or a mobile app to do it, and in some cases school administrators will treat it as being more serious. Plus, there is lasting evidence. 

5. Don’t give out your cell phone number without thinking about it - giving your cell phone number to strangers, or subscribing to services that require your cell phone number can open you up to spam and hackers who could be sending you malware or a virus. 

6. Don’t overlook privacy settings - many people pay close attention to their web-based privacy settings but neglect to consider the same when it comes to mobile. 

7. Don’t reply to anonymous texts or calls - an anonymous call could be someone trying to extract personal information. An anonymous text could be phishing. 

8. Don’t store revealing personal info - while some apps and networks require that you post personal, identifying details to sign up for an account, don’t leave them wide open on your phone. 

9. Think about what is saved on your phone - if your phone is lost or stolen, what info will the finder then possess? Your home address? Your little sisters’ contact info? Pictures of you or a friend? Pictures from last month’s party? Your Amazon.com user name and password? Be careful. 

10. Be very careful with location-based services - this is especially true for younger users. It might feel like fun to use Foursquare to check in at Dunkin Donuts every morning, but do you really want a stranger to know where you are each morning at that time? 

11. Don’t download apps or join networks that are not age appropriate - even though it is easy to lie about your age when downloading an app or joining a network, it’s not a good idea. 

12. Download a Find My Phone app - free apps are available for both iOS and Andoid that will make it easy to find your phone if you lose it. Parents can also use these apps to keep track of their kid’s phones. 

13. Cell phone activity makes it onto the internet - if you’re only doing something on your private cell phone based app like Instagram or Snapchat, Don’t make the assumption that that content won’t make onto the public internet. Snapchat leaked sites, iPhoneagram and others are eager to post your content if they can get it. 

Source: http://www.cellphonesafety.org 
Driving Safety 

Most general safety lists include some or all of the following: 

· Abstain from talking on a cell phone while you are actively driving.  

· If you need to answer a call or make one, try and pull off the road into a safe parking area.  

· Make sure your phone is within easy reach, not in the glove compartment or a purse where you might have to dig for it.  

· Use a hand’s free device like a Bluetooth headset or earpiece that allows you to talk while both hands remain on the wheel.  

· Hands-free or not, postpone conversations that are either emotional or complex.  

· Prior to getting on the road, practice driving while using your hands-free device in an open parking lot so you know how to use it properly without fumbling.  

· Do not send a text message, IM or try and read incoming messages while driving.  

· Shop for the latest models of phones that feature voice activated dialing and speed dialing.  

· While driving, use your cell phone only in the event of an emergency in which you need help or someone else needs help.  

· In emergency cases where wireless frequencies are jammed the CTIA recommends cell phone users text a call for help instead.  

Source: http://www.nsc.org/learn/safety-knowledge/Pages/back-to-school-safety-tips.aspx 
Walking Safety 

· Never walk while texting or talking on the phone. 

· If texting, move out of the way of others and stop on the sidewalk. 

· Never cross the street while using an electronic device. 

· Do not walk with headphones on. 

· Be aware of the surroundings. 

· Always walk on the sidewalk if one is available; if a child must walk on the street, he or she should face oncoming traffic. 

· Look left, right, then left again before crossing the street. 

· Cross only at crosswalks. 

Source: http://emilypost.com/advice/top-ten-cell-phone-manners/ 
Cell phones are great they keep us in touch with friends and family and can be life savers in an emergency. But they can also be annoying if not used thoughtfully. Remember, your phone doesn’t have to be on all the time and you don’t always have to answer it immediately. Learn to use your phone’s features like silent ring, vibrate and voice mail to handle the times when your phone would be bothering others if it rang and you answered it. 
1. Be in control of your phone, don’t let it control you! 
2. Speak softly. 
3. Be courteous to those you are with; turn off your phone if it will be interrupting a conversation or activity. 
4. Watch your language, especially when others can overhear you. 
5. Avoid talking about personal or confidential topics in a public place. 
6. If it must be on and it could bother others, use the silent ring mode and move away to talk. 
7. Don’t make calls in a library, theater, church, or from your table in a restaurant. 
8. Don’t text during class or a meeting at your job. 
9. Private info can be forwarded, so don’t text it. 
10. NEVER drive and use your phone at the same time. 
Source: http://www.growingwireless.com/get-the-facts/quick-facts#children 
Children and Cellphones 

· On average, children are 12 when they receive their first mobile device.  

· 56 percent of children, age 8 to 12, have a cellphone. 

· 60 percent of families who have provided a cellphone to their child did so between the ages of 10 and 11. 20 percent provided their 8 to 9 year olds with a cellphone.  

· Among children 8 years of age and younger, 21 percent use smartphones.  

· 38 percent of children under 2 used a mobile device for media.   

· Dads are more likely to give kids smartphones in elementary school while moms are more likely to give kids smartphones in middle school.   

Teens and Cellphones: 
· 37 percent of teenagers, ages 13 to 17 have or have access to a smartphone, an increase from 37 percent in 2013.  88 percent of teenagers, ages 13 to 17 have or have access to a cellphone. 91 percent of teenagers, ages 13 to 17, access the internet on cell phones, tablets and other mobile devices at least occasionally.   

· 56 percent of young people use a password on their mobile devices.   

· 51 percent of high school students carry a smartphone with them to school every day, compared to 28 percent of middle school students.   

· 70 percent of parents of teens with a cellphone have reviewed their teen’s text messages, while only 39 percent of teens believe their parents monitor their cellphone somewhat closely.   

· 74 percent of teens rely on their parents and other adults for information about protecting themselves online.   

· 53 percent of teenagers, ages 13 to 17, say most of their calls last four minutes or less.   

· 33 percent of teenagers, ages 13 to 17, list texting as their favorite form of communicating with their friends.   

· 53 percent of adolescents, ages 8 to 17, report they have been in the car with someone who is texting and driving.   

· 91 percent of teens go online from a mobile device, at least occasionally.   

Source: http://www.teendriversource.org/stats/support_teens/detail/64 
· A third of teen’s self-report texting or emailing while driving (in the prior month), a proven deadly distraction for all drivers and especially teen drivers. 

· Nearly 70 percent of Americans ages 18 to 64 recently chatted on their phones while driving, and about 30 percent of this group sent text messages while behind the wheel.   

· Cell phone use behind the wheel reduces the amount of brain activity associated with driving by 37 percent. 

· Crash risk is four times higher when a driver uses a cell phone, whether or not it’s hands-free. 

· A typical teen sends and receives about 100 text messages a day. 

· Some activities such as texting take the driver’s attention away from driving more frequently and for longer periods than other distractions. 

The overwhelming majority (75 percent) of serious teen driver crashes are due to "critical errors," with the three common errors accounting for nearly half of these crashes:  

1. Lack of scanning that is needed to detect and respond to hazards. 

2. Going too fast for road conditions (e.g., driving too fast to respond to others or to successfully navigate a curve). 

3. Being distracted by something inside or outside of the vehicle.   

· Distraction was a key factor in 58 percent of crashes involving drivers ages 16 to 19, according to an analysis of video footage of 1,691 moderate-to-severe crashes 6 seconds before they occurred.  

· Distracted driving is a factor in 14 percent of police-reported crashes involving teen drivers.  

· Typing text messages reduces drivers’ capability to adequately direct attention to the roadway, to respond to important traffic events, and to control the vehicle within a lane and with respect to other vehicles.  

Have fun and thanks for participating in the Great Computer Challenge, 2016!
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