Great Computer Challenge

Music

Level III
2015

Choose one of the following problems.  Complete the project thoroughly, meeting all criteria.  The judges will review the music (A) on-screen in the software used to prepare it (required) and (B) a printed copy (if available, not required).  IMPORTANT:  A recording will not be accepted without the on-screen view of the notation.  
Points will be awarded for:

· meeting the minimum requirements - 50%

· creativity or originality - 25%

· musicality (incorporation of musical elements for expression) - 25%

Problem #1

Write an original instrumental piece that could be used for an opening theme at a sporting event such as the Olympics.   Minimum requirements include:

· Key:  D Major
· Meter: Your choice
· At least thirty-two (32) measures long

· One or more instruments of your choice

· Include 1 nontraditional sound source for 4 or more measures

· Use at least two (2) of the following musical elements: syncopated rhythm, dissonant harmony, modulation, or counter melody.  


IMPORTANT:  On the back of your judging notes form, please list the measures where you included the nontraditional sound source and the required musical elements that you chose to include.

Problem #2

Compose a ballad or other type of song for a family occasion such as a birthday, anniversary, religious event, etc., to honor a family member.
· Key:  Your choice
· Meter: 3/4 or 6/8
· At least thirty-two (32) measures long (can include verse/stanza and chorus)
· Include lyrics and voice, plus one or more instruments of your choice as accompaniment

· Use at least one (1) of the following musical elements: syncopated rhythm and/or modulation. 


IMPORTANT:  On the back of your judging notes form, please list the meter, indicate the measures where you included the nontraditional sound source and the required musical elements that you chose to include.
REMINDER:  Leave your password for the judges if your computer has a locked screensaver.  Judges cannot evaluate what they cannot access.  Thank you! 

VA-SOL.MU.MS.DES.1

DESCRIPTION: The Grades 6-8 Music Standards of Learning (middle school) will involve students in a higher level of music concepts and the further development of music skills through singing, playing instruments, moving, and listening. The standards encourage the reading of music notation and the assimilation of previous study in music toward understanding the mechanics of a music score. Students will explore the creative and expressive aspects of music through composing and arranging. Evaluation of music performances will allow students opportunities to apply music knowledge and experiences to new situations.

VA-SOL.MU.MS.4 STANDARD: The student will employ creativity in a variety of music experiences.

VA-SOL.MU.MS.4.2 > Improvise melodies, rhythms, and harmonies.

VA-SOL.MU.MS.4.3 > Compose melodies, rhythms, and harmonies.

VA-SOL.MU.MS.4.4 > Create arrangements of known melodies using traditional or non-traditional sound sources, including computer-related technology.

VA-SOL.MU.MS.6 STANDARD: The student will investigate music sounds, forms, styles, and genres through listening, discussing, writing, and performing.
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