
The Great Computer Challenge

Music

Level IV

Grades Nine-Twelve General Music SOL HS.2, HS.3, HS.4 
Choose one of the following problems depending on the technology you use for composition and notation.  Complete the problem thoroughly, meeting all criteria.  Pay attention to the presentation requirements.  Points will be awarded for (1) meeting the stated criteria, (2) creativity, and (3) musicality.
Multi-Track Drag-and-Drop Software such as GarageBand, Logic, or MixCraft:

1. Compose an original piece using the following criteria that invokes a feeling of joy or happiness. Use a combination of tracks of your choice – these may be either pre-made loops or real-instrument tracks.  The length of the piece is up to you but should contain no fewer than 16 measures and otherwise be long enough to establish a musical statement and include these elements: Key: D Major, Meter:  4/4, Rhythmic variation, at least one modulation. Both written and aural presentations are preferred.
2. Compose an original piece for jazz quintet using 5 virtual instruments (guitar, bass, percussion, keyboard, wind or brass instrument).  The length should be 16 measures or more.  Select the key and meter of your choice. Provide rhythmic interest with triplets and/or syncopation; distinguish between strong and weak beats. Both aural and written presentations are preferred.
Traditional Notation software such as Sibelius or Finale:
3. Compose an original piece using the following criteria that invokes a feeling of joy or happiness.  Select one of the following for instrumentation: Keyboard (either piano or organ), or two other instruments of your choice. The length of the piece is up to you but should contain no fewer than 16 measures and otherwise be long enough to establish a musical statement and include the itemized elements: Key: D Major, Meter:  4/4, Rhythmic variation.  Both aural and written presentations are preferred.
4. Compose an original piece for a string trio using three stringed instruments of your choice.  The length should be 16 measures or more.  Select the key and meter of your choice.  Provide rhythmic interest with triplets and/or syncopation; distinguish between strong and weak beats.  You can utilize a distinct melody in one instrument and tonal harmony in the others, or you can utilize counterpoint where each instrument has a melodic line different from the others but they sound harmonious when played together.  Both aural and written presentations are preferred.
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