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The debate for Year-round Schooling has been on-going for many years.  You have been asked to create a presentation in support of Year-round Schooling to be presented to your local school board.

Your job is to create a presentation in support of Year-Round Education in a clear and precise manner.  Create a minimum of 8 slides using at least 3 different types of slides.  Feel free to create as many slides as you see fit and to place them in any order.  You may use the content provided “as is” or you may paraphrase the information.  You do not need to use all the content.  Your objective is to provide an exciting and informative presentation.

CONTENT

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Article:

Year-round school has educational advantages

Story and editorial opinion
by Don Heinzman

Year-round school programs slowly are getting a foothold in Minnesota. 

This misunderstood modified school calendar has some educational advantages for all students. Most communities and many teachers either oppose it or are afraid to try year-round education.

In Minnesota there are 27 year-round educational programs. They are succeeding wherever they’ve been started. 

Throughout the country, 2 million youngsters are attending year-round schools, mainly in California, Texas, Florida and Kentucky. 

Year-round education should be considered by more school districts because it is another choice for parents and could be a space-saver for districts squeezed for space.

Most school boards shy away from it, because it is controversial and little understood by parents. Communities would rather build more schools than take a chance on a year-round program, even though the multi-track program could reduce the number of buildings by one-fourth. 

In the Cambridge-Isanti School district, year-round school programs for grades Kindergarten through nine are succeeding so well that parents there are asking for a senior high year-round school option.

The Cambridge elementary and middle year-round schools operate side by side with little controversy, due in part to strong school board, administrative and staff support.

The middle school, called the Minnesota Center, grew out of a need for space. Today 144 students in grades five through nine attend the year-round program, easing the need for space in the district’s other two middle schools.

The elementary year-round school, however, evolved from a grant and parental desires. It is housed in the same building with the regular elementary program in Isanti. 

Parents are enthused about the program because it is another choice for them. No child is forced to attend the year-round school programs.

Students start school Aug. 1, and have nine-week sessions and three-week vacation breaks, as well as five weeks off in the summer. 

When the students return for class, they spend little time reviewing subject matter and are ready for new material. The different break times give parents an opportunity to go on vacation other than during the summer.

The year-round school is particularly attractive for students who have special needs or who are gifted. 

As long as year-round education is being offered as an option for parents in Cambridge and Isanti, it continues to be supported. 

The traditional school calendar was devised mainly to serve the needs of farmers who needed the help of their youngsters during the summer. The need for three months off in the summer is diminishing. 

Data is showing that students do as well and sometimes better with shorter summer vacations and refreshing breaks during the year. 

Year-round education, the type modeled by District 911, deserves another look, particularly by districts with crowded elementary schools and those wanting to offer parents another option. 

Statistics:
Source: The National Association for Year-round Education  
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Typical Year-Round Calendars:

Source: The National Association for Year-round Education

Implementing Year-Round Education, means revising the traditional nine-month agrarian calendar into a year-round calendar that allows for continuous education with a shorter summer vacation and more frequent breaks during the periods of instruction.  This restructuring provides better learning conditions for students and better working conditions for teachers.
Traditional Calendar:

The traditional calendar features a long summer vacation of 12 weeks followed by a long period of in-session days, with the first break coming at Thanksgiving. The winter holidays are followed by 55 in-session days before a short spring break. Spring break is followed by 40 work days before the end of the school year.
70 Days of Learning

3   Days Off – Thanksgiving Break

15 Days of Learning

10 Days Off – Winter Break

55 Days of Learning

5   Days Off – Spring Break

40 Days of Learning

60 Days Off – Summer Vacation

Balanced Calendar:
The balanced calendar reduces the long summer break and simply apportions those days throughout the school year, producing more frequent breaks and thus limiting long periods of in-session days, as well as longer vacations. Both calendars feature 180 days of instruction, with the modified calendar balancing the frequency of in-session days with days on break. The winter holiday and Thanksgiving break can be the same on both calendars.

45 Days of Learning

15 Days Off – Fall Break

30 Days of Learning

3   Days Off – Thanksgiving Break

15 Days of Learning

15 Days Off – Winter Break

45 Days of Learning

15 Days Off – Spring Break

45 Days of Learning

30 Days Off – Summer Break

Throughout history the year-round calendar has taken many forms, all designed to take advantage of, or adapt to various community conditions. In general, there are two basic forms of year-round calendars: Single Track and Multi-track.

Single Track provides a balanced calendar for a more continuous period of instruction.  Students and all school personnel follow the same instructional and vacation schedule.  Single-track does not reduce class size, nor does it allow a school to accommodate more students.  The long summer vacation is shortened with additional vacation days distributed throughout the school year into periods called "intersessions." Intersessions allow time for remediation and enrichment throughout the school year.  The most common types of single-track calendars are 45-15, 60-20 and 90-30.

Multi-Track is used primarily to alleviate overcrowding, although it also incorporates the educational values of single-track YRE, including intersessions. It was designed specifically for schools with a shortage of classroom space. Multi-track is used to avoid double sessions, building new schools and temporary structures. It not only saves on capital construction costs, but on the ongoing costs that are part of operating a new school.
Multi-track divides students and teachers into groups, or tracks of approximately the same size. Each track is assigned its own schedule. Teachers and students assigned to a particular track follow the same schedule and are in school and on vacation at the same time. Multi-track creates a "school-within-a-school" concept.
Example: implementing a four-track year-round calendar extends the capacity of a school by 33%. A school with the capacity of 750 students can accommodate 1,000 students, as only three tracks of 250 would be in school at the same time; there would always be one track on vacation or intersession every day of the school year. A five track model (60-15) allows for a 25% gain in capacity.
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