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WHRO directly impacts: 
 

• Educators by providing ongoing, sustained, high-quality teacher training; leading edge, technology-based 
instructional resources; and regional opportunities for recognition. 

• Students by providing digital learning resources such as online courses, e-textbooks and other learning 
objects; leading-edge, on-demand, media resources; educationally relevant competitions; and regional 
opportunities for recognition. 

• Adult Learners by providing a variety of workforce development and GED programming and services. 
• Families by providing the highest quality children’s programming and related online resources 24 hours per 

day, seven days per week, as well as a variety of face-to-face, hands-on early childhood workshops for 
parents and caregivers. 

 
In summary, WHRO educational efforts directly affect not only the schools’ bottom lines, but also the quality of education 
for every single teacher, student, adult learner, and family in Hampton Roads.  Exemplary educators and initiatives are 
regularly publicized on-air, on-line and in-person. 
 

Regional Financial Savings 
 

WHRO Kids1 $255,000.00 
Online Course and Mobile Device Application Development 7,939,980.00 
Desire2Learn Group Purchase/System Operation 790,110.00 
The Great Computer Challenges 7,480.00 
Discovery Education streaming™ Group Purchase 65,575.00 
eMediaVA Digital Media On-Demand 293,250.00 
eMediaVA Training 24,750.00 
General PBS Programming1 211,040.00 
WHRO Education Web Site 25,000.00 
Local Educational Video Productions 54,015.00 
Special Topic Forums 47,700.00 
Families/Early Learners 180,660.00 
Another View and Hear/Say with Cathy Lewis1 136,950.00 
General NPR Programming1 10,120.00 
Content for School Cable Channels 17,400.00 
 
GRAND TOTAL $10,059,030.00 

 
Overall Regional Return on Investment 

 
On average, Hampton Roads schools received approximately $15.65 return for every dollar invested in 2014-2015. 
 

Non-Financial Benefits 
 
Every year WHRO provides a variety of services in which thousands of teachers, students and community members 
participate for which monetary benefits are difficult to determine, but the educational impact is evident including: 
 

• Producing and airing The Virginian-Pilot Spelling Bee LIVE on WHRO 
• The PBS KIDS GO! Writers Contest 
• Producing and airing Education Now interstitials, many in prime time, that address critical issues currently facing 

the educational community and highlight success stories across the region. 

                                                 
1 Community Funded. 
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Regional Cooperation and Leadership 
 
Nineteen (19) school divisions currently comprise the Hampton Roads Educational Telecommunications Association, Inc. 
(HRETA), the parent corporation that owns the assets of WHRO.  WHRO convenes over 40 regional educational 
planning/leadership meetings each year, involving local School Board representatives, Superintendents, Key Instructional 
Leaders, and Technology staff. 
 
Steven Constantino, Williamsburg-James City County Schools Chair, Superintendent Advisory Council 
Deran Whitney, Suffolk City Schools Vice-Chair 
 
Ashby Kilgore, Newport News Superintendent WHRO Board of Directors 
Deran Whitney, Suffolk Superintendent WHRO Board of Directors 
 
Phyllis Henry, Hampton City Schools Chair, School Board Educational Advisory 
  Committee, WHRO Board of Directors 
John Persinger, Mathews County Schools Vice-Chair 
 
John Eagle, Hampton City Schools Chair, Technology Advisory Committee 
Andrea Sykora, Norfolk City Schools Vice-Chair 
 

Classroom Resources for Students and Teachers 
 
Nearly 10 million times, educators in over 1,900 buildings across Virginia accessed more than 100,000 searchable, SOL 
correlated, video segments through the WHRO supported Discovery Education streaming™ “video-on-demand” service. 
 
eMediaVA (www.emediava.org), another video on-demand service that is wholly owned by the HRETA schools and 
features the best purpose-built content from leading educational, cultural and scientific organizations such as PBS, 
Colonial Williamsburg, NASA, the Smithsonian Museums, the National Archives, Virginia's public media stations, Old 
Dominion University, the Virginia Department of Education, the Norfolk Public Library, SAS Curriculum Pathways, NPR, 
the Science Museum of Virginia, the Valentine Richmond History Center, and many, many others, is available free-of-
charge to every public, private and home school educator and their students in Virginia through a contract with the Virginia 
Department of Education and local philanthropic funding.  More than 150,000 educators have accounts and there are over 
110,000 learning objects currently available with more being added daily. 
 
With over 10,000 statewide and over 2,000 regional enrollments in 2014-2015, Virtual Virginia, a program of the Virginia 
Department of Education features nearly 50 online Advanced Placement (AP®), world language, core academic, and 
elective courses.  WHRO is the state Operations Center providing hosting, contracting and instructional design services; 
help desk support; video streaming; and other virtual staffing.  
 
The WHRO Education Online Courses service has developed 22 online, textbook independent student courses including 
Algebra I; Algebra II/Trigonometry; Astronomy; Biology; Chemistry; Earth Science; Economics and Personal Finance; 
English 9, 10, 11, and 12; Geometry; Health P/E 9; Health P/E 10; Math Analysis; Oceanography; Physics; U.S. History; 
U.S./Virginia Government; World Geography; World History I and II.  A seven-week Online Teaching Methodology course 
that teaches teachers how to be successful in a K-12 online teaching environment has also been created and delivered.  
Courses are regularly refreshed to align with current Virginia Standards of Learning and new courses are always in 
development.  New eTextbooks are also planned. 
 

Teacher Training 
 
Thousands of educators across the Commonwealth have taken courses in the comfort of their homes through the WHRO 
Education Professional Development online teacher training service.  This 21st Century service saves teachers time and 
money while keeping them abreast of the latest educational practices.  Courses qualify for license re-certification and 
graduate credit is available through a partnership with James Madison University. 
 

http://www.emediava.org/
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Family and Community Support 
 
Reaching into every school and home in Hampton Roads, our 24 hour per day educational television service, WHRO 
Kids, is simply the best source of children’s programming available.  Featuring newer, award-winning early childhood 
programs such as Odd Squad, Peg + Cat, Daniel Tiger’s Neighborhood, Thomas and Friends, The Cat in the Hat Knows 
A Lot About That!, The Jim Henson Company’s Dinosaur Train and Sid the Science Kid, Martha Speaks, The Electric 
Company, Super Why!, and Word World, and perennial favorites Sesame Street, Curious George, Arthur, and Clifford The 
Big Red Dog, to name a few, WHRO delivered more than 12,000 hours of the best high-quality educational television 
programming last year, free-of-charge to every home in Hampton Roads. 
 
PBS and the Corporation for Public Broadcasting produce these award-winning television programs and develop related 
stimulating online games, skill tracker websites, mobile device apps, and learning resources for children, parents, 
caregivers, and teachers, all aimed at improving children’s early learning skills with a special emphasis on reading and 
STEM.  WHRO broadcasts the programs and also provides free support including week-long Odd Squad and Super 
WHY! Reading Camps; PBS Raising Readers Library Corners; Martha Speaks Reading Buddies; Anytime is Learning 
Time parent training; and the PBS KIDS, PBS KIDS GO!, PBS KIDS Lab, and PBS KIDS Island web sites.  Overall in 
2014-2015, more than 3,300 Parents, 2,250 Providers/Teachers, and 10,950 Children/Students participated in one or 
more of these activities.  In addition, we distributed more than 4,000 First Books to children most at need. 
 
WHRO’s Raising Readers Literacy Van is a cheerful, brightly colored vehicle featuring children’s favorite PBS characters 
that tours throughout our broadcast region.  Inside the van, children find age appropriate books and games.  The van 
made more than 100 visits across the region last year. 
 

School, Educator and Student Recognition 
 
For the eighth year, WHRO and Landmark Communications collaborated to produce and televise The Virginian-Pilot 
Spelling Bee Live on WHRO.  Sixty-six of Hampton Road’s finest young spellers competed in the live broadcast/streamed 
event. 
 
Nearly 200 student teams of 3-5 students each participated in categories ranging from music competition to desktop 
publishing and digital video editing at the 30th annual Great Computer Challenges competition at Old Dominion University. 
 
Nearly 400 entries were received from aspiring artists and authors in kindergarten through 5th grade for the 21st Annual 
PBS KIDS GO! Writers Contest.  Winners and their families celebrated at an awards ceremony and were taped reading 
their stories for a television show broadcast on WHRO and streamed on the Internet. 
 
WHRO produced 33 live local public radio Another View and HearSay with Cathy Lewis community dialogue programs 
this year focusing on education topics, including the first two of what will be 19 Meet the Superintendent segments.  
Programs were streamed on the Internet and archived for additional access. 
 
Local Educational Video Productions included twelve Education Now interstitials featuring school success stories in 
twelve HRETA divisions, all of which aired on WHRO 15.1 (in prime time), WHRO WORLD 15.2 and WHRO CREATE 
15.4 throughout the year. 
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