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Educator Resources and Training 

1. WHRO provides two “Digital Media On-Demand” services to local educators:

Discovery Education streaming features over 150,000 Virginia Standards of Learning aligned digital 
resources that can be searched in a variety of ways.  WHRO has coordinated an annual regional group 
purchase since 2002.  Nearly 97,500 assets were viewed regionally this past year.  Discovery Education 
streaming views were down this past year as more and more schools transition to eMediaVA. 

Regional Savings/Value:  $65,575.00 Gloucester Savings/ValueA:  $0.00 

eMediaVA, a service of WHRO, the Virginia Department of Education, and many other prominent 
national and Virginia-based educational content providers, is a one-stop shop for high quality digital 
content for Virginia's K-12 teachers and students.  Featuring the best purpose-built content from leading 
educational, cultural, and scientific organizations – such as PBS, Colonial Williamsburg, NASA, the 
Smithsonian Museums, the National Archives, Virginia's public media stations, Old Dominion University, 
the Virginia Department of Education, the Norfolk Public Library, SAS Curriculum Pathways, NPR, the 
Science Museum of Virginia, the Valentine Richmond History Center, and many, many others – 
eMediaVA currently offers more than 102,000 learning objects2 (up from 49,500 the previous year), with 
more being added daily, all of which are correlated to the Virginia Standards of Learning and available at 
no cost to every teacher and student across the Commonwealth.  Major new features added this year 
include closed caption, alternate language, and transcript display (if available); reply to a sticky note from 
a colleague; student reply to teachers' sticky notes; filter by Permitted Use; and filter by Publisher. 

Regional Savings/Value:  $293,250.00 Gloucester Savings/ValueB:  $6,000.00 

eMediaVA Trainings were conducted in 53 locations across the Commonwealth, including 33 sessions 
for HRETA schools.   

Regional Savings/Value:  $24,750.00 Gloucester Savings/ValueC:  $0.00 

2. WHRO Education Professional Development is designed to bring teachers the latest and greatest in
high quality, on-going, easy-to-access, online, subject-specific training.  Offered in units of 5, 10, 15, 30, 
and 45 hours and featuring 80 courses from Virginia’s PBS TeacherLine as well as dozens of other locally 
developed, high need courses, this service provides “one-stop shopping” for online professional 
development and enables educators to stay on top of the latest trends, tap into best practices, and earn 
recertification points and graduate credit from the comfort of their own home and on their own schedule.  
WHRO Education Professional Development is a 21st century teaching and learning tool that can help 
teachers strengthen students’ academic skills and meet Virginia’s Standards of Learning.  In 2014-2015, 
nearly 200 teachers across the Commonwealth registered for a course, including 58 teachers from 
HRETA owner schools.  While there is no savings to HRETA schools specifically, we thought it was 
important to include this service so that you know the number of teachers from your division who are 
taking advantage of this opportunity.   

3. Content for School Cable Channels is regularly delivered, by request, to WHRO owner school
divisions via our digital microwave system.  Timely educational programming such as Teen Kids News 
and Virginia Currents are delivered “on-demand” to its owner school divisions each year.  The vast 
majority of these programs are re-distributed on the local school cable channels. 

Regional Savings/Value:  $17,400.00 Gloucester Savings/ValueD:  $0.00 

2 Please see the “eMediaVA Learning Objects Produced or Acquired by WHRO in 2014-2015” section starting on 
page 12 for short descriptions of the content acquired. 
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4.  Special Topic Forums are held throughout the year to address timely educational technology topics.  
In 2014-2015, we conducted eleven Forums:  GIS Educators Training; Wi-Fi Network Design for a Mobile 
Learning Environment; Reaching All Learners – Apple Tools for Special Needs; Social Media Use for 
Teachers; Digital Citizenship; Gamification – Game Theory; Makerspace; App Creation; Coding for Kids; 
ITRT-CRS Strategies; and a Legislative Update.   
 

Regional Savings/Value:  $47,700.00 Gloucester Savings/ValueE:  $0.00 
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Student Services 
 
1.  The WHRO Education Online Courses service was launched in 2007 and marked the beginning of a 
new era in online student instruction in Hampton Roads.  While online student courses had been 
available in Hampton Roads for a number of years, 2007 was the first time that the school divisions in the 
region pulled together to mutually determine needs and to cooperatively develop course content “from the 
ground up.”  All of the courses are textbook independent; rich-media infused; instructor led; aligned to the 
Virginia Standards of Learning; have been created and reviewed by content experts from across the 
region to assure the highest quality; and are modular in nature to allow for maximum delivery flexibility. 
 
Since 2007, the following online student courses have been developed:  Algebra I; Algebra II/Trig; 
Astronomy; Biology; Earth Science; Economics and Personal Finance; English 9, 10, 11, and 12; 
Geometry; Health/PE 9 and 10; Oceanography; Physics; U.S. History; U.S./Virginia Government; World 
Geography; and World History I and II.  In addition, a seven-week long Online Teaching Methodology 
(OTM) course that teaches teachers how to be successful in a K-12 online teaching environment has also 
been created.  James Madison University offers three graduate credits for the OTM course.  Upon 
completion, the courses are made available to each participating school division to further customize and 
use as they see fit within their divisions. 
 
In 2014-2015, WHRO staff delivered, free of charge to all HRETA school divisions, two new courses 
(Math Analysis and Chemistry) and one significantly revised course (Earth Science).  In addition, WHRO 
staff coordinated four regional Learning Management System (LMS) Administrator meetings; conducted 
four division trainings; and met twice with two divisions regarding LMS support. 
 

Regional Savings/Value:  $7,939,980.00 Gloucester Savings/ValueF:  $417,500.00 
 

In addition to online course development, WHRO also coordinates an annual group purchase of the D2L 
electronic learning management software used by your schools to deliver all of the online student and 
teacher training courses and provides general support for all the schools in the region. 
 

Regional Savings/Value:  $790,110.00 Gloucester Savings/ValueG:  $42,045.00 
 
2.  Virtual Virginia offers nearly 60 online advanced placement, core, world language, and elective 
courses to students across the Commonwealth.  WHRO operates the system under contract with the 
Virginia Department of Education.  Statewide, students took more than 6,500 courses this past year.  
Regionally, there were nearly 2,100 course registrations3, including 392 Gloucester registrations from 
Gloucester High School, Page Middle School, and Peasley Middle School.  While there is no savings to 
HRETA schools, we thought that it was important to include this information in the list of services that 
WHRO provides to the K-12 community, particularly because it is revenue generating to WHRO and 
acknowledges the educational technology leadership position the HRETA schools have attained.   
 

                                                 
3 Course registration counts include registrations for the Virtual Virginia Economics and Personal Finance course 
hosted by HRETA divisions and taught by HRETA division teachers. 
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Additional Educational Resources, Training & Services 
 
1.  WHRO Kids is our 24/7 digital children’s channel airing on WHRO TV 15-3, Cox 108 and Charter 701.  
Featuring newer, award-winning early childhood programs such as Odd Squad, Peg + Cat, Daniel Tiger’s 
Neighborhood, Thomas and Friends, The Cat in the Hat Knows A Lot About That!, The Jim Henson 
Company’s Dinosaur Train and Sid the Science Kid, Martha Speaks, The Electric Company, Super Why!, 
Word World, and perennial favorites Sesame Street, Curious George, Arthur, and Clifford The Big Red 
Dog, to name a few, WHRO delivered over 160 hours of the best high-quality educational television 
programming each and every week.  We also delivered over 65 hours of children’s programming each 
week on our main channel WHRO 15.1.  In total, WHRO delivered nearly 12,000 hours of televised early 
childhood instruction last year.  It’s important to note that every single household in the WHRO service 
area can access this proven educational programming that helps parents prepare their children to enter 
school ready to learn, free of charge; consequently the true value is probably more than the operational 
costs reported here. 
 

Regional Savings/Value:  $255,000.00  Gloucester Savings/ValueH:  $5,285.00 
 
2.  The PBS KIDS GO! Writers Contest was recently aligned to the Virginia Standards of Learning, 
encourages children to write and illustrate their own stories, and is open to K-5 students.  Local winners 
receive cash awards and their families are invited to attend a special reception in their honor where each 
winner is videotaped in the WHRO television studio reading their winning entry.  A special television 
program and accompanying web site featuring the winners reading their stories is also created and 
aired.  All local K-3 first place stories are sent on to the national PBS KIDS GO! Writers Contest 
competition.  More than 400 entries were received this year, a 60% increase from the previous year.  It is 
difficult to determine the value/savings this activity represents, but participation in certain divisions implies 
its worth.  Gloucester students from Achilles Elementary School, Bethel Elementary School, and Botetourt 
Elementary School submitted 31 entries. 
 
3.  The Virginian-Pilot Spelling Bee LIVE on WHRO is an annual event featuring 6th to 8th grade school 
Spelling Bee winners from Hampton Roads, Northeast North Carolina, and the Eastern Shore in a head-
to-head competition that is broadcast on WHRO.  This year, students representing 66 area schools as 
local Spelling Bee Champions competed.  Once again, it is difficult to determine the value/savings this 
activity represents, but participation in certain divisions implies its worth. 
 
4.  Great Computer Challenges – Junior & Senior are joint projects of WHRO and ODU, and are a 
competitive opportunity for students in grades K-12 to demonstrate their skills in various computer 
applications and computer programming.  Categories include Graphic Design, Video Editing, Desktop 
Publishing, Music Composition, Desktop Presentations, Web Design, Internet Scavenger Hunt, Integrated 
Applications, Scientific Non-Business Programming, Visual Programming, CAD, and JAVA.  Nearly 200 
teams participated in the Challenges this year, including 15 Gloucester teams. 
 

Regional Savings/Value:  $7,480.00 Gloucester Savings/ValueI:  $600.00 
 
Gloucester Participants and Winners: 
 

School Teacher Sponsor(s) Grade Level Category Award 

Abingdon E.S. Jessica Lawson,  
Sarah Lindemann Level 2 - Upper Elem 3-5 Internet 

Scavenger Hunt  

Abingdon E.S. Jessica Lawson,  
Sarah Lindemann Level 2 - Upper Elem 3-5 Graphic Design  

Abingdon E.S. Jessica Lawson,  
Sarah Lindemann Level 2 - Upper Elem 3-5 Desktop 

Publishing 2nd Place 

Abingdon E.S. Jessica Lawson,  
Sarah Lindemann Level 2 - Upper Elem 3-5 Desktop 

Presentations  
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Bethel E.S. 
Jannine Goetz,  
Catherine Wilson, 
Tammie Spivey 

Level 2 - Upper Elem 3-5 Desktop 
Presentations  

Bethel E.S. 
Jannine Goetz,  
Catherine Wilson, 
Tammie Spivey 

Level 2 - Upper Elem 3-5 Desktop 
Publishing  

Bethel E.S. Tammie Spivey, 
Jannine Goetz Level 1- Primary K-2 Desktop 

Publishing Good 

Bethel E.S. Catherine Wilson, 
Tammie Spivey Level 1- Primary K-2 Graphic Design Superior 

Gloucester H.S. Anne Petersen Level 4 - Grades 9-12 Music 
Composition 3rd Place 

Gloucester H.S. KC Woller Level 4 - Grades 9-12 Web Design  

Peasley M.S. Katy Adams Level 3 - Grades 6-8 Desktop 
Presentations  

Peasley M.S. Samantha Berry Level 3 - Grades 6-8 Web Design 2nd Place 

Peasley M.S. Aimee  Layton Level 3 - Grades 6-8 Graphic Design Honorable 
Mention 

Peasley M.S. Petrina Newsome Level 3 - Grades 6-8 Desktop 
Publishing 2nd Place 

Peasley M.S. Sherry Rollins Level 3 - Grades 6-8 Video Editing  
 
5.  Other PBS Programming with full educational rights, such as Nature, Roadtrip Nation, and specials 
such as Ken Burns’ Civil War, can be recorded and used in the classroom.  Detailed local usage figures 
are unavailable but according to national statistics, 30% of teachers use PBS programs in their 
classrooms. 
 

Regional Savings/Value:  $211,040.00 Gloucester Savings/ValueJ:  $4,375.00 
  
6.  Local Educational Video Productions included ten Education Now interstitials featuring school 
success stories in Chesapeake, Hampton, Isle of Wight, Middlesex, Newport News, Norfolk, 
Southampton, Suffolk, Virginia Beach, and Williamsburg-James City County that were produced this year 
and aired on WHRO 15.1 (in prime time), WHROWorld 15.2 and WHROCreate 15.4 throughout the year.  
Two additional Education Now interstitials featuring school success stories in Mathews and Poquoson 
that were produced the previous year continued airing on WHRO 15.1 (in prime time), WHROWorld 15.2 
and WHROCreate 15.4 this year.   
 

Regional Savings/Value:  $54,015.00 Gloucester Savings/ValueK:  $1,120.00 
 
7.  The WHRO Education Web Site (education.whro.org) was completely redesigned in 2013.  This year 
featured the addition of new Social Media elements including daily Twitter and Facebook posts and 
regular YouTube updates highlighting HRETA member events and all of the on-going WHRO Education 
initiatives. 
 

Regional Savings/Value:  $25,000.00 Gloucester Savings/ValueL:  $515.00 
 
8.  Local WHRV Radio productions Another View and HearSay with Cathy Lewis4 featured 33 
programs on topics of interest to educators in 2014-2015. 
 

Regional Savings/Value:  $136,950.00 Gloucester Savings/ValueM:  $2,840.00 
 

                                                 
4 Please see the “Education Topics on Another View and HearSay in 2014-2015” section starting on page 15 for 
complete descriptions of each of the programs. 
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9.  National Public Radio (NPR) regularly covers education topics within major shows such as Morning 
Edition, All Things Considered, Here and Now, etc.  In 2014-2015, more than 300 stories touched on 
education topics, representing approximately 2% of the total number of stories covered.   
 

Regional Savings/Value:  $10,120.00 Gloucester Savings/ValueN:  $210.00 
 

10.  In July 2014, WHRO was awarded another multi-year American Graduate grant to develop the first 
5 of 21 workforce readiness modules based on research conducted by the Commonwealth and the 
Weldon Cooper Center at the University of Virginia5 to identify the foundational, technical, and 
professional workplace skills necessary to enter and advance in today’s workforce. These include Internet 
Use and Safety; Understanding Health, Wellness and Safety; Applied Mathematics; Locating Information; 
and Reading for Information.  The modules will be developed for use in a blended learning environment 
and will be made available to all HRETA schools free of charge.  Instructor-led and self-paced versions of 
all five modules will be delivered to all HRETA divisions free of charge early next fiscal year.   
 
11.  WHRO Education Staff presented at the following Local, Regional, State, or National Events:  
Virginia Council for the Social Studies; Virginia Middle and High School Principals Conference and 
Exposition; Virginia Society for Technology in Education’s Annual Meeting, CTO Clinic and Digital Age 
Learning Conference; Region II EdCamp HRVA; Virginia School Board Association Annual Meeting; 
International Association for K-12 Online Learning Annual Conference; StoryCorpsU Board Meeting; 
Southside Virginia Regional Technology Consortium Meeting; National Educational Telecommunications 
Association Annual Meeting; and EdCamp VaBeach. 

 

                                                 
5 Please see the “Critical Workplace Skills for Virginia’s Economic Vitality” report starting on page 20. 
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Families and Early Learners 
 
PBS KIDS Raising Readers is a national literacy initiative originally funded by a U.S. Department of 
Education Ready to Learn grant that focused on producing and broadcasting award-winning research 
based television programs like Sesame Street, Super WHY!, Word World, Martha Speaks, and The 
Electric Company, and developing stimulating online games, skill tracker websites, and learning 
resources for children, parents, caregivers, and teachers. The initiative helps children ages 2-8 form and 
develop strong reading skills.  WHRO was selected as one of 20 public broadcasting stations in the 
nation to participate in it. In addition, we reach every home via 68 hours of PBS children’s programming 
broadcast on WHRO 15.1 weekly and 24/7 broadcast on WHROKids 15.3.  Annually, this amounts to 
nearly 12,000 hours of high-quality informal early childhood education programming delivered free-of-
charge to every home in Hampton Roads. 
 
In May 2014, WHRO received an additional Ready to Learn Grant from the Corporation for Public 
Broadcasting to expand children’s learning through the use of transmedia.  WHRO will be using PBS 
transmedia content, including TV shows, websites, online games, interactive whiteboard applications, and 
smart phone applications, to provide children and their families in Title 1 areas with a strong foundation to 
build lifelong learning success.  We’ll be integrating the content into local before, after, and summer 
school programs, and training parents and educators on how to use it in the classroom and at home. 
 
1.  Super WHY! Reading Camps are 5-day interactive learning adventures that show 4- and 5-year olds 
the power of reading and motivate them to play with letters, sounds, and words through a comprehensive 
curriculum developed by noted literacy experts.  Fourteen camps have been conducted since the initiative 
began, reaching over 400 children.  In 2008, WHRO conducted its first Super WHY! Reading Camp at 
Fort Story Army Base Child Development Center, and participated in a study by Florida State University’s 
Center for Reading Research to identify the benefits of watching the Super WHY! television show and 
participating in the daily camp activities.  Campers showed gains in all of the literacy skills presented in 
the program including an 84% gain in phonics skills and a 139% gain in word recognition skills.  Fifteen 
additional Reading Camps have been held over the past six years.  Sites included Norfolk Navy Base 
Child Development Center; Ida Barbour Early Learning Center, Portsmouth; Children's Harbors in 
Chesapeake, Ghent, Norfolk, Portsmouth, and Suffolk; Richard Bowling Elementary, Norfolk; and Kids 
Konnection Learning Center, Virginia Beach.  Three Super WHY! Reading Camps for rising 
kindergartners were held in the summer of 2014.  WHRO staff conducted two at Fort Story-Little Creek 
Child Development Center in Virginia Beach for 48 students and another at Children's Harbor in 
Portsmouth for 15 students.  
 
2.  Martha Speaks Reading Buddies is now in its fifth year and reaches over 2,000 Title 1 elementary 
school students in the region.  Big Buddies (4th graders and 5th graders) and Little Buddies 
(Kindergartners and 1st graders) meet for eight 45 minute sessions where they watch a Martha Speaks 
show together; read the selected book together; talk and play games together; and write in the Reading 
Buddies Journal together.  Big Buddies receive a guide and books to practice before each session. Each 
Little Buddy takes home a copy of a Martha Speaks DVD with all the episodes, a book after each session, 
and a Family Activity Booklet.  They also receive a Certificate of Achievement at the end of the program.  
The Big Buddies receive a chapter book called Because of Winn Dixie to take home at the end of the 
sessions.  In addition to the Kindergartners and 1st graders mastering 32 new vocabulary words, teachers 
report that 4th and 5th grade participants take their leadership role very seriously, resulting in improved 
reading skills and a decrease in discipline problems.  This year 230 students participated in eight, 45 
minute “Reading Buddies” sessions at Booker T. Washington Elementary, Suffolk; Carver Elementary, 
Newport News, and Lindenwood Elementary, Norfolk.  
 
3.  WHRO’s PBS KIDS Raising Readers Literacy Van is a cheerful, brightly colored vehicle featuring 
children’s favorite PBS characters that tours throughout our broadcast region. Inside the van, children find 
age appropriate books and games.  During 2014-2015, the van made more than 100 visits in the area. 
 
4.  PBS Raising Readers Library Corners are fully decorated with PBS KIDS décor and have books, 
online games, and a wealth of literacy activities for children to use when visiting the library.  Our first 
corner was established at the Dr. Clarence Cuffee Library in Chesapeake.  The program has now grown 
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to include nine local libraries including Hampton Main Library, Hampton; Little Creek Joint Forces Library, 
Norfolk; Park Place Library, Norfolk; P. B. Young Elementary School Library, Norfolk; Cradock Library, 
Portsmouth; Portsmouth Main Library, Portsmouth; Bayside Public Library, Virginia Beach; and Fort Story 
Army Base Library, Virginia Beach. 
 
5.  Super Reader Schools receive additional services from WHRO.  These Title I schools receive 
professional development, parent trainings, family literacy nights, resources, and PBS KIDS Raising 
Reader Van visits.  WHRO Super Reader Schools include Thurgood Marshall Elementary School, 
Chesapeake; Bassette Elementary School, Hampton; Booker Elementary School, Hampton; Carver 
Elementary School, Newport News; James Monroe Elementary School, Norfolk; P.B. Young Elementary 
School, Norfolk; Sewells Point Elementary School, Norfolk; Park View Elementary School, Portsmouth; 
and Booker T. Washington Elementary School, Suffolk. 
 
6. Anytime Is Learning Time Training helps parents identify everyday teachable moments.  All parents 
attending these trainings receive Raising Readers Tip Sheets and free First Books for their children.  
 
7.  School Division Outreach keeps Superintendents and school representatives up-to-date on the 
initiative and activities.  Raising Readers resources and materials are also regularly provided to Title I 
schools in all nineteen of WHRO’s owner school divisions through this outreach. 
 
8.  PBS KIDS Island Website (www.pbskids.org/island) is an interactive website that gives teachers and 
parents the ability to measure children’s literacy progress by showing the skills children have mastered 
and what skills they still need to practice.  The site includes numerous games children can play and win 
prizes to advance to the next level.  The site features characters from PBS children’s programs. 
 
9.  PBS KIDS (www.pbskids.org) and PBS LAB (www.pbskids.org/lab) Websites are engaging 
multimedia destinations specifically created for kids ages 2-8.  With fun, quirky settings full of surprises, 
these sites empower kids to discover themselves, define the diverse world around them, explore new 
relationships, and embrace a love of learning.  The sites feature popular age appropriate PBS series 
including Sesame Street, Super WHY!, Word World, Curious George, Sid the Science Kid, Dinosaur 
Train, The Electric Company, WordGirl, Martha Speaks, Peg + Cat, Arthur, Fetch, CyberChase, etc.  PBS 
KIDS features video clips, games, activities, and resources for the series and the LAB includes new apps 
focused on math, augmented reality games, using camera phones, and behind-the-scenes features. 
 
10.  Tens of thousands of First Books have been distributed over the past 17 years to area children who 
would not otherwise own books.  Grants, local foundations, and WHRO’s Leadership Circle provide 
support to allow children in challenging circumstances to start their own libraries.  Books are distributed 
after parent and provider trainings, after Raising Reader van visits, and at other community events. 
 
11. The Virginia Children’s Festival was held on October 4, 2014, and WHRO brought Maria and Elmo 
from Sesame Street to headline the event.  They performed two shows for thousands of families and 
children.  It was record breaking attendance for the event.  Two PBS Costume Characters – Super WHY! 
and Daniel Tiger – were also in attendance.  Children played PBS KIDS LAB games in a laptop lab and 
on an interactive whiteboard and over 500 First Books were given away. 
 
Overall in 2014-2015, more than 3,300 Parents, 2,250 Providers/Teachers, and 10,950 Children/Students 
participated in one or more of these activities.  In addition, we distributed more than 4,000 First Books to 
children most at need.   
 

Total Regional Savings/Value:  $180,660.00 Total Gloucester Savings/ValueO:  $0.00 
(For all items above) (For all items above) 

  

http://www.pbskids.org/island
http://www.pbskids.org/
http://www.pbskids.org/lab
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Gloucester County Public Schools 
Return on WHRO Investment 

2014-2015 
 
WHRO directly impacts: 
 
1) Educators by providing ongoing, sustained, high-quality teacher training; leading edge, technology-

based instructional resources; and regional opportunities for recognition. 
2) Students by providing online courses; leading-edge, on-demand, “rich-media” resources; 

educationally relevant competitions; and regional opportunities for recognition. 
3) Adult Learners by providing a variety of workforce development and GED programming and services. 
4) Families by providing the highest quality children’s programming 24 hours per day, seven days per 

week, as well as a variety of face-to-face, hands-on early childhood workshops for parents. 
 

In summary, WHRO’s educational efforts directly affect not only the schools’ bottom lines, but also the 
quality of education for every single teacher, student, adult learner, and family in Hampton Roads.  
Exemplary educators and initiatives are regularly publicized on-air, on-line, and in-person. 
 
Gloucester Annual Investment in WHRO: 

Annual Assessment $10,894.00 
C.I.I. Annual Dues $4,500.00 

Total Annual Investment* $15,394.00 
 
*Additional product/service specific revenue (i.e., DE streaming and Desire2Learn group purchases, etc.) is included 
in the saving/value calculations below. 
 
Direct Value/Savings: 

 
Discovery Education streaming Group Purchase $0.00 
eMediaVA Operation $6,000.00  
eMediaVA Trainings $0.00 
School Cable Channel Content $0.00 
Special Topic Forums $0.00 
WHRO Education Online Courses $417,500.00 
D2L Group Purchase $42,045.00 

 
Total Direct Annual Value/Savings    $465,545.00 
 
Gloucester Direct Return on Investment $30.25 to $1.00 
 
Additional Value/Savings: 

 
WHRO Kids $5,285.00 
Great Computer Challenges (Junior & Senior Divisions) $600.00 
General PBS Programming $4,375.00 
Local Educational Video Productions $1,120.00 
WHRO Education Web Site $515.00 
Another View and HearSay with Cathy Lewis $2,840.00 
General NPR Programming $210.00 
Families/Early Learners $0.00 

 
Total Additional Annual Value/Savings $14,945.00 
 
Total Direct and Additional Annual Value/Savings $480,490.00 
 
Total Gloucester Return on Investment $31.20 to $1.00 
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Value/Savings Calculations 
 
A Discovery Education streaming list price ($2,150.00 HS; $1,600.00 MS/ES) multiplied by the number of HS, MS 

and ES buildings within the HRETA owner division minus cash paid by the HRETA owner division.  Add-on 
packages (e.g., DE PLUS) can also be purchased through the WHRO group purchase at discounted rates.  
Those savings are also included in this calculation. 

B Comparable service value ($750.00 per building) multiplied by the number of buildings in each HRETA division.  

C Number of trainings multiplied by $750.00 per training. 

D Number of division wireless content feeds multiplied by $100.00 per feed (up to 60 minutes in length). 

E Number of division registrations multiplied by an average course registration fee of $150.00. 

F WHRO online course development costs to create and/or refresh courses that each division would have had to 
pay on its own ($417,500.00) multiplied by the number of WHRO owner school divisions (19) to yield the true 
regional savings ($7,932,500.00).  Also includes trainings and meetings with individual divisions at $1,500.00 
and $740.00 each, respectively. 

G Regional virtual school general support ($30,000.00), regional test environment ($9,894.85), technical support, if 
applicable ($1,562.34), and fully online licenses ($14.56 each) if applicable, minus cash paid by the individual 
HRETA owner division.   

H Total annual operational cost ($255,000.00) of WHRO Kids allocated across HRETA owners according to 
relative division size. 

I  Number of division teams multiplied by HRETA member entry fee discount. 

J Annual WHRO PBS dues ($1,055,200.00) multiplied by 20% (conservative estimated educational percentage of 
program usage) allocated across HRETA owners according to relative size. 

K Education Now broadcast costs ($14,515.00) plus Education Now production costs ($39,500.00) all allocated 
across HRETA owners according to relative size. 

L Estimated internal collective staff costs ($25,000.00) allocated across HRETA owners according to relative size. 

M Average Another View and HearSay with Cathy Lewis episode production cost ($4,150.00) multiplied by the 
number of educationally relevant episodes allocated across HRETA owners according to relative size. 

N Annual WHRO NPR dues ($506,080.00) multiplied by 2% (based on NPR statistics regarding the number of 
programs directly related to Education) allocated across HRETA owners according to relative size. 

O Calculations: 

• Number of training sessions conducted multiplied by the average cost per session ($750.00/day); plus 
• The cost of materials distributed at sessions plus number of Raising Reader Libraries multiplied by cost to 

equip them ($2,800.00); plus 
• The number of Super WHY! Camps conducted multiplied by cost to conduct them ($5,000.00); plus 
• The number of Super Reader Schools multiplied by cost to equip them ($2,600.00); plus 
• The number of appearances or events ($250.00/each) throughout the region; plus 
• The cost of materials distributed plus; 
• The total cost of PBS characters per event ($1,000.00). 
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eMediaVA Learning Objects Produced or Acquired by WHRO in 2014-2015 
 

Anatomy of a Puff (1/20:00) (number of items/length of each item) 
The deadly impact of cigarette smoking on your health. 
 
Another View: Young Entrepreneurs (1/60:00) 
What it takes to become a young entrepreneur. 
 
Another View: Preparing for Academic Success (1/60:00) 
Advice to parents on preparing a child for academic success. 
 
Another View: American Graduate – Community Involvement (1/60:00) 
Preventing school dropouts through community support. 
 
Another View: Ties that Bind (1/60:00) 
All about family relationships. 
 
Another View: The NEW An Achievable Dream Academy (1/60:00) 
The success and growth of the Achievable Dream Academy. 
 
Another View: Freedom Summer (1/60:00) 
What it takes to become a young entrepreneur, 
 
Another View: Young Entrepreneurs (1/60:00) 
1964’s Freedom Summer and the dismantling of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 by today’s United States 
Supreme Court. 
 
Being Chinese (1/30:00) 
Short stories about the everyday life of Chinese children. 
 
Being French (1/30:00) 
Short stories about the everyday life of children in Marseilles, France. 
 
Being Spanish (1/30:00) 
Short stories about the everyday lives of children in Valencia, Spain. 
 
Brain Stew (30/25:00) 
Episodes of a regionally syndicated educational children’s program about a variety of science and social 
studies topics.  
 
Do I Have a Problem? (1/20:00) 
Help in how to recognize if one might have an addiction to drugs and alcohol. 
 
Facts of Congress (30/1:00) 
Brief video segments relating to Congress aimed at middle-school students, but also appropriate for other 
age groups. 
 
Famous Authors (25/30:00) 
Studies of the lives of famous writers and poets, from Jane Austen to William Wordsworth. 
 
Finding Your Roots: Donald Moore (1/3:00) 
Virginia Beach Genealogist, Donald Moore has traced his family history back to the mid-1600s. 
 
Finding Your Roots: Tucker Family (1/3:00) 
The Tucker Family has traced their roots back to the first African child born in Virginia. 
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Five Essential Habits of Healthy Teens (1/20:00) 
Five healthy habits for teens based on wellness studies from top universities in the US. 
 
French In Action (52/30:00) 
This series uses active participation to increase fluency in French while introducing French culture. 
 
HearSay with Cathy Lewis (22/60:00) 
HearSay with Cathy Lewis is WHRV-FM's locally produced, public affairs radio call-in program that 
discusses issues important to Hampton Roads. 
 
Historic Jamestowne (40/4:00 videos, 40 images, 32 animated GIFs) 
As part of the educational initiative of the Jamestown Rediscovery Project, these resources have been 
made available to educators and students to share in the moment of discovery. 
 
How Could This Happen: A True Story of Binge Drinking (1/20:00) 
A true story of the death by alcohol poisoning of a teenage girl. 
 
Jamestown Settlement (53 images) 
Images that describe the cultures of the Powhatan Indians, Europeans and Africans who converged in 
17th-century Virginia, and trace Jamestown’s beginnings in England and the first century of the Virginia 
colony. 
 
Junior Achievement (18/4:00) 
Student entrepreneurship and marketing. 
 
Know the Score: Performance Enhancing Drugs (1/20:00) 
Learning the dangers of misusing performance drugs. 
 
La Cafe Des Reves (5/20:00) 
We follow five teens as the run a French cafe and experience intrigue. 
 
La Catrina (9/20:00) 
We learn about Jamie Gonzalez, her reasons for visiting Mexico, and about her grandmother known as 
“La Catrina.” 
 
Magic (9 Lesson Plans, 9/5:00 Songs) 
Through music and lyrics, this series provides understanding of events for students and integrates 
classroom activities that relate to Social Studies, English, Math, Science, Music, Art, and Technology, and 
correlate to Virginia's Standards of Learning.  
 
Middle East After The Arab Spring (1/60:00, 7/2:00) 
The Arab Spring brought about change in the Middle East and the aftermath and what that means for 
America. 
 
Old Coast Guard Station (2 lesson plans, 1 slide show)  
Classroom activities that explore the geography and economics of the global trading system in the 19th 
century. 
 
Ottoman Empire and Christian Europe – A Clash of Civilizations (3/50:00) 
How the clash between the Muslim and Christian worlds of the Ottoman Empire and Christian Europe 
impacts our world today. 
 
Our Eastern Shore (36/1:30 audio clips) 
Brief audio recordings regarding the history and mysteries of the Eastern Shore.  
 
Recognizing Drug and Alcohol Addiction (1/20:00) 
Help in how to recognize if one might have an addiction to drugs and alcohol. 
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Science Museum of Virginia (19/1:00 videos, 1/3:00 video, 1/2:00 video) 
Brief video segments on various science topics. 
 
Science SOL Song: MUM MUM Mummification (1/4:00) 
The song describes the mummification process needed to reach the afterlife through humor. 
 
Science SOL Song: Magnets (1/3:00) 
In this song we learn about polar opposites when it comes to magnets and what makes them attract and 
push apart. 
 
Science SOL Song: Adaptations (1/4:00) 
This song provides information about how various species survive the harsh winter through adapting their 
physical being through camouflage and disguise and hibernation. 
 
Timelines of Ancient Civilizations (14/20:00)  
This series explores the history of the ancient Indian, Egyptian, Chinese, Greek, Japanese, Roman, and 
Mesopotamian civilizations. 
 
Understanding Fetal Alcohol Syndrome (1/20:00) 
FAS is caused by alcohol poisoning before birth. 
 
Virginia Opera (44 Lesson Plans) 
Each Virginia Opera mainstage production has a corresponding study guide that includes several age-
appropriate student worksheets that assist teachers in tying the arts into their school's curriculum and the 
Virginia Standards of Learning. 
 
WVPT Produced Content (4/4:00 videos, 1/10:00 video) 
Various educational videos produced by WVPT, the public television station for Shenandoah Valley and 
Central Virginia. 
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Education Topics on Another View and HearSay in 2014-2015 
 
Another View 
 
Preparing for Academic Success 
August 1, 2014 
Believe it or not in one month and for college students, even sooner, the new academic year gets 
underway!  What can you do to make sure your child has a successful year?  We'll have the experts on 
hand to tell you just what you and your child need to make the 2014-2015 year the best one yet!  Join 
Another View Host, Barbara Hamm Lee and guests Dr. Dwana White, P.B. Young Elementary School 
Principal and Terricita Sass, Assistant Vice President for Enrollment Management at Norfolk State 
University.  

The NEW An Achievable Dream Academy  
August 15, 2014 

If you visit their website, Achievable Dream Academy is described this way: "Through unique 
public/private partnerships with school districts, An Achievable Dream operates public schools dedicated 
to the belief that all children can learn and succeed and that education can break the cycle of poverty."  
Known for its success in nurturing and educating its students in Newport News, An Achievable Dream 
Academy is now open in Seatack, Virginia Beach.  As part of WHRO's American Graduate initiative, on 
the next Another View we will talk with administrators and parents about the plans for the Virginia Beach 
campus and how the community has adapted to its newest educational endeavor. Our guests include 
Mary Daniels, Principal of An Achievable Dream Academy, Virginia Beach; Kim Luckes, Vice President of 
Operations, An Achievable Dream Academy; Lee Vreeland, Vice President of Academics, An Achievable 
Dream Academy; and James Lawson, a parent of a student at An Achievable Dream Academy.   

AV Round Table: Are HBCUs Necessary? 
January 9, 2015  
Happy New Year! On this first Another View Round Table of 2015, our pundits discuss the relevance of 
Historically Black Colleges and Universities in today's educational environment.  Faced with decreasing 
enrollments and financial and accreditation issues, many say these institutions are no longer needed, 
while others say the model of serving primarily African American students must change if these schools 
are to survive.  Virginian-Pilot columnist Roger Chesley, NSU political science professor Carol Pretlow, 
community activist Bill Thomas, and journalist, author and talk show host Wil LaVeist share their unique 
perspectives. 

From College to a Successful Career – A Parents' Guide 
January 30, 2015 
With the soaring cost of a four year college education, how can you be sure that your college student will 
land a successful career in today's challenging job market?  According to R. William Holland, author of 
"The Path From Backpack to Briefcase, A Parents' Guide," it's necessary to form parent-student 
partnerships to ensure career success.  On the next Another View, William Holland gives practical advice 
to parents on how to influence academic and career success and treat college as a four year job search.  
It's "must have" information for every parent of a college student or those who intends to send their child 
to college.  

A Conversation with Dr. Stacey Franklin Jones 
February 20, 2015  
On the next Another View we'll talk with the new Chancellor of Elizabeth City State University, Dr. Stacey 
Franklin Jones.  She is the 10th CEO and fifth Chancellor of the HBCU located in Northeastern North 
Carolina. We'll find out her plans for the University as well as discuss the state of HBCU's today.  

Parenting African American Style 
March 20, 2015  
Every parent wants to do what's right in raising a child and there are childrearing techniques that are 
universally accepted, like reading to your young child, or having the "birds and bees" talk with your pre-
teen.  But are there additional things that African American parents should do that differ from other 
ethnicities?  On the next Another View, education and relationship expert Alvean Lyons joins us to talk 
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about parenting techniques based on the age of the child, and explains why she believes there is an 
African American "style" of parenting that must be acknowledged and embraced if Black children are to 
grow up to be successful adults.  

Norfolk's Open Campus High School 
April 3, 2015  
As a part of WHRO/WHRV's continuing effort to improve high school graduation rates, Another View 
explores the Norfolk Public Schools' "Open Campus" - a Magic Johnson Bridgescape Academy.  At the 
"Open Campus," students who have dropped out of school or are at risk of dropping out are given a 
second chance to earn their high school diploma.  Flexible hours, online classes and career and life 
counseling are provided as tools to help students succeed despite life's challenges.  Our guests include 
the Director of the Open Campus, Daun Hester, along with student T'Evon Spicer, and Jennifer Parker, 
Executive Director with EdisonLearning, the creators of the Magic Johnson Bridgescape Academies 
nationwide.  

Another View Round Table – Education 
April 10, 2015  
Education is front and center for the Another View Round Table – from the resignation of Norfolk Public 
Schools Superintendent Samuel King, to a new report that says education is not the great equalizer for 
African Americans, to seasoned teachers being sent to prison for altering student test scores in Atlanta. 
Join us for spirited conversation from our Round Table pundits – NSU professor Carol Pretlow, 
community activist Bill Thomas, journalist, author and talk show host Wil LaVeist, and guest pundit Dr. 
Eric Claville, political science and history professor at Hampton University.  

Hearsay with Cathy Lewis 
 
Buddying Up with the Bard 
June 30, 2014 
We're kicking off the week with a look at three and a half years of Shakespeare in the Commonwealth, as 
the organizers and performers behind this year's Virginia Shakespeare Festival join us for a conversation 
about the challenges and rewards of tackling the Bard's greatest works.  Also, an interview with author 
Lois Potter about her close examination of the life, works, and influences that defined the prolific 
playwright we know as William Shakespeare.  
 
The Man Behind the Muppet 
July 1, 2014 
Today we look back at the life of Jim Henson with acclaimed biographer, Brian Jay Jones.  Join us as we 
delve into his uncommonly intimate portrait of the master craftsman who revolutionized the presentation 
of puppets on television, the savvy businessman whose deal-making prowess won him a reputation as 
“the new Walt Disney,” and the creative team leader whose collaborative ethos earned him the undying 
loyalty of everyone who worked for him.  
 
Wired Kids, Worried Parents / Space Racers 
July 9, 2014 
Segment A:  Wired Kids, Worried Parents – Kids make great friends in school, but when summer vacation 
kicks in, many of them have to say goodbye at least until the fall. Nowadays, social media, cellphones, 
and instant messaging, are simple solutions, but they can be addictive.  How can parents moderate the 
use without cutting the cord to their children's important socialization needs?  Guest host Kerri Furey 
takes a look at the conundrum with a social worker and parent's education expert to help keep children 
from being swallowed up by technology in the summer months.  
 
Segment B:  Space Racers – Ahead of a new exhibit at the Virginia Air & Space Center called Space 
Racers: Adventures in Space Exploration, we'll meet the stars of this new show coming to WHRO-TV 15! 
Space Racers, the series, follows their characters – Robyn, Eagle and Hawk – as they learn about the 
power of scientific investigation and observation, the wonders of space exploration, and the importance of 
working together as a team.  NASA served as technical consultants on the series reviewing every script 
for accuracy and supplied real space sounds and images used throughout the animated adventures. 
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Rot, Riot, and Rebellion and Other Bad Words 
July 17, 2014 
The University of Virginia, fondly referred to as Mr. Jefferson’s university, was founded with a lofty and 
noble goal, but the first few decades of the university’s existence were anything but idyllic.  UVA's birth 
was a painful one, plagued with riotous violence, rebellion, and a restless student body.  Today we’re 
joined by Virginia author, Rex Bowen, whose latest book takes a closer look at the tumultuous early years 
of the University of Virginia. 

Life in Hampton Roads 2014 
August 26, 2014 
Each year, Old Dominion University's Social Science Research Center conducts a "Life in Hampton 
Roads" survey.  This year marks the fifth edition of the telephone survey designed to gauge the "mood" of 
our region.  We'll speak with the creators of the survey and see how Hampton Roads residents feel about 
diverse issues and topics including transportation and traffic, local and state government, education, 
health, emergency preparedness, the economy and crime. 
 
Combating Campus Sexual Violence 
September 8, 2014 
Last week, Governor Terry McAuliffe formed a task force to combat sexual violence at the state’s colleges 
and universities, addressing a problem that has commanded attention this year in Washington and on 
campuses nationwide.  Today we'll talk with representatives from our local universities about their efforts 
to prevent sexual violence and ensure prompt and fair resolution when cases arise. 
 
Your College Questions 
October 1, 2014 
Gone are the days when college was the obvious and most logical next step after high school.  Drastic 
shifts in the economy and fluctuating unemployment have caused many young adults to consider different 
approaches to securing a successful career post-graduation.  We'll discuss the current value of a college 
education and consider the question, "I've graduated...now what?!" 
 
The Woz Himself 
October 7, 2014 
A Silicon Valley icon and philanthropist for more than thirty years, Steve Wozniak has helped shape the 
computing industry with his design of Apple’s first line of products, the Apple I and II, and influenced the 
popular Macintosh.  He's headed to Norfolk next week to kick off the 2014 season of the Norfolk Forum, 
and he joins us today to talk tech and its broad impact on how we learn and make our livelihoods. 
 
Candidate Conversations: Virginia’s 3rd Congressional District 
October 9, 2014 
Join us for our first installment of this election year's Candidate Conversation Series. On today's 
installment, host Cathy Lewis is joined by the candidates from the 3rd Congressional District of Virginia. 
The Virginia 3rd includes all of the city of Portsmouth, parts of the cities of Hampton, Newport News, 
Norfolk and Richmond, all of the counties of Charles City, New Kent, and Surry, and part of the counties 
of Henrico and Prince George. 
 
Captain John Smith, Pocahontas, and the Founding of America 
October 13, 2014 
He fought and beheaded three Turkish adversaries in duels.  He was sold into slavery, and then 
murdered his master to escape.  He sailed under a pirate flag, was shipwrecked, and marched to the 
gallows to be hanged, only to be reprieved at the eleventh hour.  And all this happened before he was 
thirty years old. This is Captain John Smith’s life.  Today, award-winning BBC filmmaker and author, Peter 
Firstbrook, joins us to trace the adventurer’s astonishing exploits across three continents, testing Smith’s 
own writings against the historical and geographical reality on the ground. 
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Third-Party Candidate Conversations 
October 14, 2014 
Join us for our second installment of this election year's Candidate Conversation Series. On today's 
installment, host Cathy Lewis is joined by the third-party candidates seeking your vote in Virginia's First 
and Fourth Congressional Districts.  We'll leave the bright lights, glaring opposition, and aggressive 
campaign advertising behind and foster a candid discussion in which the candidates can share their 
thoughts on tough issues and their goals for the district. 
 
Candidate Conversations: Virginia's 1st Congressional District 
October 27, 2014 
Join us for our third installment of this election year's Candidate Conversation Series. On today's 
installment, host Cathy Lewis is joined by the candidates from the 1st Congressional District of Virginia. 
The Virginia 1st is often referred to as "America's First District" as the district includes Jamestown, the 
first permanent English settlement in the New World. 
 
Candidate Conversations: Virginia's 4th Congressional District 
October 28, 2014 
Join us for our fourth installment of this election year's Candidate Conversation Series. On today's 
installment, host Cathy Lewis is joined by the candidates from the 4th Congressional District of Virginia. 
The Virginia 4th covers all or part of the counties of Amelia, Brunswick, Chesterfield, Dinwiddie, 
Greensville, Isle of Wight, Nottoway, Powhatan, Prince George, Southampton, Sussex, and the cities of 
Chesapeake, Colonial Heights, Emporia, Franklin, Hopewell, Petersburg, and Suffolk. 
 
Candidate Conversations: Virginia's 2nd Congressional District 
October 29, 2014 
Join us for our fifth installment of this election year's Candidate Conversation Series. On today's 
installment, host Cathy Lewis is joined by the candidates from the 2nd Congressional District of Virginia. 
The Virginia 2nd encompasses all of Accomack and Northampton Counties and the City of Virginia Beach 
and parts of the cities of Norfolk and Hampton. 
 
In the Trading Room 
December 4, 2014 
ODU professor, Andrew Cohen, calls on his real world experience as he educates local students on the 
"ins and outs" of finance in his Wall Street 101 class.  He'll be the first one to admit that he has 
experience to spare, having spent a decade trading at Bernard Madoff's New York firm.  He, too, was 
shocked at his former boss's sixty-five billion dollar Ponzi scheme, and lost a dollar or two in the process 
(two million).  He joins us today for a frank look at the world of Wall Street and how he transforms 
students in savvy investors. 

The New Slover Library 
January 8, 2014 
The new Slover Memorial Library on Plume Street has over 130,000 square feet of space, including the 
newly restored Seaboard Building.  Cutting edge technology sits comfortably nestled within classic 
architectural forms, including a green screen for your independent film production, a place to get married, 
and much more.  Today we'll take a look behind the scenes of the building’s design and construction and 
look ahead to the multifaceted roll it will fill after its grand opening this weekend. 
 
Helicopter Parents 
January 12, 2014 
A study published recently in the journal Education + Training found that there is an important line to draw 
between parental involvement and over-parenting.  On today’s HearSay we’ll consider the behavior of 
“helicopter parents" and the lasting impact it has on both children and their parents. 
 
Kindergarten Ready 
March 12, 2015 
A recent study from the University of Virginia revealed that about one-third of Virginia's students aren't 
ready for kindergarten in at least one learning category.  About 20 percent of students lack the needed 
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social skills, 11 percent lack literacy skills, and 8.5 percent aren't ready for math, according to the report. 
Today we're joined by the researchers responsible for the report, and local literacy experts, for a look at 
how parents can better prepare young children for lifetime of successful learning. 
 
Meet the Superintendents 
March 10, 2015 
On today's HearSay we begin a series of conversations with the superintendents of the region's school 
districts.  We're joined today by Dr. Aaron Spence, who assumed the leadership of Virginia Beach City 
Public Schools in June of last year.  He oversees the operation of 86 schools (serving almost 69,000 
students) and is himself a graduate of Green Run High School in Virginia Beach. 
 
William Carrol Writers Festival 
March 19, 2015 
Next week, the Norfolk State University Department of English and Foreign Languages will hold the third 
annual William Carroll Writers Festival.  The event is a celebration of the unique culture of creativity that 
was fostered across the campus by the festival's namesake, Dr. Bill Carrol. The festival will feature 
published writers, professors, and poets who will serve as keynote speakers in a series of sessions over 
the course of three days.  They join us today on HearSay to discuss Dr. Bill's legacy and the challenges 
facing a new generation of writers and poets. 
 
7 Cities, 1 Book 
April 13, 2015 
Libraries across Hampton Roads are teaming up to build a sense of community between citizens of 
neighboring cities by encouraging them to read and discuss the same book:  Ray Bradbury's Fahrenheit 
451.  We'll discuss the region-spanning initiative and consider the six-decade impact of Bradbury's 
seminal work. 
 
Leading History 
May 13, 2015 
Today we'll speak with the newly appointed President of The Colonial Williamsburg Foundation, Mitchell 
B. Reiss.  We'll learn more about the challenges and opportunities facing Colonial Williamsburg and the 
institution's ongoing mission to continue the conversation about America's founding principles. 
 
Free-Range Parenting 
June 1, 2015 
Would you let your six-year-old child walk a mile home from the park alone?  What about a ten-year-
old?   It was just such a decision that thrust one Maryland family's parenting style into the national 
spotlight, generating controversy about how much space and freedom young children should be 
afforded.  Join us on HearSay today as we consider the developmental impact and legality of what is now 
being called "free-range parenting."  
 
Meet the Superintendents  
June 2, 2015 
On today's HearSay we continue our series of conversations with the superintendents of the region's 
school districts.  We're joined today by Dr. Ashby Kilgore, who assumed the leadership of Newport News 
Public Schools in 2007.  
 
Curating the Chrysler 
June 3, 2015 
This month the Chrysler Museum's Chief Curator, Jeff Harrison, is bringing his 33-year career at the 
museum to a close.  Before he departs, he's giving one last lecture titled, "The Chrysler I Love."  He joins 
us on HearSay, along with the Chrysler's newly named Director, Erik Neil, for a look back at some 
highlights of that three-decade-long love affair and ahead to the museum’s bright future. 
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Notes 
 
Educational Advisory Committee (EAC) 
The Educational Advisory Committee (EAC) consists of a division selected School Board member or 
designee from each HRETA Member Division.  The EAC receives reports, updates and other information 
related to educational issues and priorities.  The EAC meets four times each year at WHRO, generally in 
October, December, March, and May.  The EAC is the decision-making body on matters related to the 
policy, planning and operation of WHRO public education related activities. 
 
Superintendents Advisory Council (SAC) 
The Superintendents Advisory Council (SAC) consists of HRETA member Superintendents.  Because 
school divisions are the owners of WHRO, this group of superintendents serves as the body that makes 
final recommendations to the EAC regarding decisions related to the policy, planning and operation of 
WHRO public education related activities.  The SAC meets five times each year at WHRO, generally in 
October, December, January, March, and May.  The SAC chair may schedule additional meetings as 
needed.  The SAC will receive reports from WHRO on various issues pertaining to WHRO as well as 
summary reports regarding budgets, grants, instructional related services, and other business matters 
associated with educational initiatives supporting public schools.   
 
Technology Advisory Committee (TAC) 
The Technology Advisory Committee (TAC) consists of HRETA member Chief Information Officer or other 
superintendent designee from each division.  The TAC reviews all aspects of established educational 
activities (including budgets, grants, new initiatives, etc.) and provides comment on any related issues or 
concerns.  Additionally, the TAC works with WHRO staff to recommend new regional technology based 
directions and initiatives.  The TAC Chairperson or alternate will be present at the SAC meetings to assist 
WHRO with the presentation of the reports and answer any questions.  The C.I.I. will serve as a resource 
to the TAC, providing detailed information on their area of responsibility and recommendations, if any, 
relative to their activities.  The TAC meets five times a year at WHRO, generally in September, 
November, January, March, and May.  Additional meetings may be scheduled as determined by the TAC 
Chair.   
 
Consortium for Interactive Instruction (C.I.I.) 
The Consortium for Interactive Instruction (C.I.I.) consists of HRETA member representatives that are 
appointed by the division Superintendent.  The C.I.I. serves as a subcommittee for the TAC to facilitate 
the communication, implementation, forums, and other activities essential to collaboration of instructional 
technologies in the HRETA region.  C.I.I. business meetings are held three times a year, generally in 
September, January and May, with additional special interest forums scheduled as needed throughout 
the year. 
 
D2L System Administrators 
The Desire2Learn System Administrator group is comprised of school division representatives and 
WHRO Education personnel.  All of these individuals serve as learning management system 
administrators and meet together to support online and blended learning.  Desire2Learn System 
Administrator meetings are held regularly throughout the year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Front Cover Photos (From Top):  
1. Finn Hulse from Berkeley Middle School in Williamsburg-James City County competes in The Virginian-Pilot Spelling Bee. 
2. Special Topic Forum – Coding for Kids held at WHRO. 
3. Students from Nelson Elementary School in Newport News participate in the Junior Great Computer Challenge. 
4. A child enjoys meeting Daniel Tiger at the Virginia Children’s Festival. 
5. WHRO President and CEO Bert Schmidt with Virginia’s Secretary of Education Anne Holton and PBS President and CEO Paula 
Kerger.
 


