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Educator Resources and Training 
 
1.  WHRO provides two “Digital Media On-Demand” services to local educators:   
 
Discovery Education streaming features over 5,000 Virginia Standards of Learning (SOL) correlated 
video titles that have been “segmented” into nearly 50,000 shorter content clips that can be searched in a 
variety of ways.  WHRO has coordinated an annual regional group purchase since 2002.  Nearly 10 
million assets were viewed statewide this past year including more than 600,000 regional views and 750 
Sussex views. 
 

Regional Savings/Value:  $431,200.00 Sussex Savings/ValueA:  $5,080.00 
 
eMediaVA, a service of WHRO, the Virginia Department of Education, and many other prominent 
national and Virginia-based educational content providers, is a one-stop shop for high quality digital 
content for Virginia's K-12 teachers and students.  Featuring the best purpose-built content from leading 
educational, cultural, and scientific organizations – such as PBS, Colonial Williamsburg, NASA, the 
Smithsonian Museums, the National Archives, Virginia's public media stations, Old Dominion University, 
the Virginia Department of Education, the Norfolk Public Library, SAS Curriculum Pathways, NPR, the 
Science Museum of Virginia, the Valentine Richmond History Center, and many, many others – 
eMediaVA currently offers more than 49,500 learning objects (up from 21,500 the previous year), with 
more being added daily, all of which are correlated to the Virginia Standards of Learning and available at 
no cost to every teacher and student across the Commonwealth.  Major new features added this year 
include playlist sharing, end-user content uploads, show/hide end-user content uploads filter, and a 
monthly e-newsletter. 
 

Regional Savings/Value:  $294,750.00 Sussex Savings/ValueB:  $3,000.00 
 
eMediaVA Single Sign-On (SSO) Integration lets school divisions manage teacher and student 
accounts in one place only.  Once integrated, teachers and their students simply choose eMediaVA after 
logging in to their school network and are automatically connected without having to re-type their 
username and password.  A Local Host Appliance is also available to save internet bandwidth costs. 
 

Regional Savings/Value:  $18,000.00 Sussex Savings/ValueC:  $0.00 
 
eMediaVA Trainings were conducted in 30 locations across the Commonwealth, including 20 sessions 
for HRETA schools.   
 

Regional Savings/Value:  $15,000.00 Sussex Savings/ValueD:  $0.00 
 
2.  WHRO Education Professional Development is designed to bring teachers the latest and greatest in 
high quality, on-going, easy-to-access, online, technology integration training.  Offered in units of 5, 10, 
15, 30, and 45 hours and featuring nearly 100 courses from Virginia’s PBS TeacherLine as well as 
dozens of other locally developed, high need courses, this service provides “one-stop shopping” for online 
professional development and enables educators to stay on top of the latest trends, tap into best 
practices, and earn recertification points and graduate credit right from the comfort of their own home on 
their own schedule.  WHRO Education Professional Development is a 21st century teaching and learning 
tool that can help teachers strengthen students’ academic skills and meet Virginia’s Standards of 
Learning.  In 2013-2014, 750 teachers across the Commonwealth registered for a course, including 
nearly 200 teachers from HRETA owner schools.  While there is no savings to HRETA schools 
specifically, we thought it was important to include this service so that you know the number of teachers 
from your division who are taking advantage of this opportunity.   
 
3.  Content for School Cable Channels is regularly delivered, by request, to WHRO owner school 
divisions via our digital microwave system.  Timely educational programming such as Teen Kids News, 
The Teaching Channel, and Virginia Currents are delivered “on-demand” to its owner member schools 
each year.  The vast majority of these programs are re-distributed on the local school cable channels. 
 

Regional Savings/Value:  $28,800.00 Sussex Savings/ValueE:  $0.00 
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4.  Special Topic Forums are held throughout the year to address timely educational technology topics.  
In 2013-2014, we conducted nine Forums:  VDOE Digital Future Discussion (2); Echoes and Reflections 
Workshop; Deploying and Managing iOS7 in Education; Online Student Courses – Best Practices; 
Flipped Classrooms; Mobile Devices; Open Education Resources; and a Legislative Update.  Seven 
Sussex educators participated in these Forums.   
 

Regional Savings/Value:  $27,300.00 Sussex Savings/ValueF:  $1,050.00 
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Student Services 
 
1.  The WHRO Education Online Courses Service was launched in 2007 and marked the beginning of 
a new era in online student instruction in Hampton Roads.  While online student courses had been 
available in Hampton Roads for a number of years, 2007 was the first time that the school divisions in the 
region pulled together to mutually determine needs and to cooperatively develop course content “from the 
ground up.”  All of the courses are textbook independent; rich-media infused; instructor led; aligned to the 
Virginia Standards of Learning; have been created and reviewed by content experts from across the 
region to assure the highest quality; and are modular in nature to allow for maximum delivery flexibility. 
 
Since 2007, the following online student courses have been developed:  Algebra I; Algebra II/Trig; 
Astronomy; Biology; Chemistry; Earth Science; English 9, 10, 11, and 12; Financial Literacy; Geometry; 
Health/PE 9 and 10; Oceanography; Physics; U.S. History; U.S./Virginia Government; World Geography; 
and World History I and II.  In addition, a seven-week long Online Teaching Methodology (OTM) course 
that teaches teachers how to be successful in a K-12 online teaching environment has also been created.  
James Madison University offers three graduate credits for the OTM course.  Upon completion, the 
courses are made available to each participating school division to further customize and use as they see 
fit within their divisions. 
 
In 2013-2014, WHRO staff delivered, free of charge to all HRETA school divisions, three new courses 
(World Geography, World History and Geography to 1500 A.D., and Astronomy) and two revised courses 
(Algebra II/Trigonometry and English 10).  In addition, WHRO staff coordinated six regional Learning 
Management System (LMS) Administrator meetings; conducted nine division trainings; and met fourteen 
times with nine divisions regarding LMS support. 
 

Regional Savings/Value:  $12,373,860.00 Sussex Savings/ValueG:  $652,220.00 
 

In addition to online course development, WHRO also coordinates an annual group purchase of the 
Desire2Learn electronic learning management software used by your schools to deliver all of the online 
student and teacher training courses and provides general support for all the schools in the region. 
 

Regional Savings/Value:  $782,510.00 Sussex Savings/ValueH:  $40,660.00 
 
2.  Virtual Virginia offers more than 50 online advanced placement, core, world language, and elective 
courses to students across the Commonwealth.  WHRO operates the system under contract with the 
Virginia Department of Education.  Statewide, students took over 6,500 courses this past year.  
Regionally, there were more than 1,400 course registrations2, including 10 Sussex registrations from 
Sussex Central High School.  While there is no savings to HRETA schools, we thought that it was 
important to include this information in the list of services that WHRO provides to the K-12 community, 
particularly because it is revenue generating to WHRO and acknowledges the educational technology 
leadership position the HRETA schools have attained.   
 
3.  NovaNET and GradPoint are comprehensive, online courseware systems, each consisting of more 
than 150 courses correlated to the Virginia Standards of Learning.  While they are primarily used in 
alternative education settings, both can be used to meet a variety of needs.  WHRO coordinates the 
annual group purchase.   
 

Regional Savings/Value:  $27,950.00 Sussex Savings/ValueI:  $0.00 

                                                 
2 Course registration counts include registrations for the Virtual Virginia Economics and Personal Finance course 
hosted by HRETA divisions and taught by HRETA division teachers. 
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Additional Educational Resources, Training & Services 
 
1.  WHRO Kids is our 24/7 digital children’s channel airing on WHRO TV 15-3, Cox 108 and Charter 701.  
Featuring newer, award-winning early childhood programs such as Peg + Cat, Daniel Tiger’s 
Neighborhood, Thomas and Friends, The Cat in the Hat Knows A Lot About That!, The Jim Henson 
Company’s Dinosaur Train and Sid the Science Kid, Martha Speaks, The Electric Company, Super Why!, 
Word World, and perennial favorites Sesame Street, Curious George, Arthur, and Clifford The Big Red 
Dog, to name a few, WHRO delivered over 160 hours of the best high-quality educational television 
programming each and every week.  It’s important to note that every single household in the WHRO 
service area can access this proven educational programming that helps parents prepare their children to 
enter school ready to learn, free of charge; consequently the true value is probably more than the 
operational costs reported here. 
 

Regional Savings/Value:  $250,000.00  Sussex Savings/ValueJ:  $1,060.00 
 
2.  The PBS KIDS GO! Writers Contest was recently aligned to the Virginia Standards of Learning, 
encourages children to write and illustrate their own stories, and is open to K-5 students.  Local winners 
receive cash awards and their families are invited to attend a special reception in their honor where each 
winner is videotaped in the WHRO television studio reading their winning entry.  A special television 
program and accompanying web site featuring the winners reading their stories is also created and 
aired.  All local K-3 first place stories are sent on to the national PBS KIDS GO! Writers Contest 
competition.  Nearly 250 entries were received this year.  It is difficult to determine the value/savings this 
activity represents, but participation in certain divisions implies its worth.  
 
3.  The Virginian-Pilot Spelling Bee LIVE on WHRO is an annual event featuring 6th to 8th grade school 
Spelling Bee winners from South Hampton Roads, Northeast North Carolina, and the Eastern Shore in a 
head-to-head competition that is broadcast on WHRO.  This year, students representing 45 area schools 
as local Spelling Bee Champions competed.  Once again, it is difficult to determine the value/savings this 
activity represents, but participation in certain divisions implies its worth. 
 
4.  Great Computer Challenges – Junior & Senior are joint projects of WHRO and ODU, and are a 
competitive opportunity for students in grades K-12 to demonstrate their skills in various computer 
applications and computer programming, including Graphic Arts, Video Editing, Desktop Publishing, 
Music Composition, Desktop Presentations, Web Design, Internet Scavenger Hunt, Integrated 
Applications, C++, Visual Basic, CAD, and JAVA.  Nearly 200 teams participated in the Challenges this 
year. 
 

Regional Savings/Value:  $7,040.00 Sussex Savings/ValueK:  $0.00 
 
5.  Other PBS Programming with full educational rights, such as Nova, Reading Rainbow, etc., can be 
recorded and used in the classroom.  Detailed local usage figures are unavailable but according to 
national statistics, 30% of teachers use PBS programs in their classrooms. 
 

Regional Savings/Value:  $273,965.00 Sussex Savings/ValueL:  $1,165.00 
  
6.  Local Educational Video Productions included twelve Education Now  interstitials featuring HRETA 
Superintendents from Chesapeake, Poquoson, Portsmouth, Sussex, and Virginia Beach talking about 
critical issues currently facing the educational community that aired on WHRO 15.1 (in prime time) and 
WHRO WORLD 15.2 throughout the year; six Education Now interstitials featuring school success 
stories in Gloucester, Mathews, Northampton, Poquoson, Portsmouth, and York were produced this year 
and aired on WHRO 15.1 (in prime time) and WHRO WORLD 15.2 throughout the year; and eight 
additional Education Now interstitials featuring school success stories in Chesapeake, Isle of Wight, 
Middlesex, Newport News, Norfolk, Southampton, Suffolk, and Williamsburg-James City County were 
produced this year and began airing late in the summer of 2014 on WHRO 15.1 (in prime time) and 
WHRO WORLD 15.2.   
 

Regional Savings/Value:  $30,115.00 Sussex Savings/ValueM:  $130.00 
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7.  The WHRO Education Web Site (education.whro.org) was completely redesigned in 2013.  This year 
featured the addition of new Social Media elements including daily Twitter and Facebook posts and 
regular YouTube updates highlighting HRETA member events and all of the on-going WHRO Education 
initiatives. 
 

Regional Savings/Value:  $25,000.00 Sussex Savings/ValueN:  $105.00 
 
8.  HearSay with Cathy Lewis3 featured 23 programs focused on education topics in 2013-2014. 
 

Regional Savings/Value:  $95,450.00 Sussex Savings/ValueO:  $405.00 
 
9.  National Public Radio (NPR) regularly covers education topics within major shows such as Morning 
Edition, All Things Considered, Talk of the Nation, etc.  In 2013-2014, more than 700 stories touched on 
education topics, representing approximately 3.5% of the total number of stories covered.   
 

Regional Savings/Value:  $16,115.00 Sussex Savings/ValueP:  $70.00 
 

10.  In July 2011, WHRO was awarded a multi-year American Graduate Hub Grant4 from the 
Corporation for Public Broadcasting in partnership with America’s Promise Alliance and the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation.  This initiative builds on public broadcasting’s long-standing commitment to education 
by convening conversations and strengthening partnerships between public radio and television stations 
and local schools, businesses, and community organizations – all with the goal of helping students stay 
on course to graduate from high school.  Activities undertaken to-date include:  interstitials and 
motivational messages featuring prominent individuals such as Spike Lee, Tim Reid, Jack Ezell, and Ted 
Daughtery, to name a few, that were produced and broadcast on radio and television; special segments 
on established programs such as Another View and HearSay with Cathy Lewis addressing issues related 
to improving on-time graduation; web-only programs highlighting best practices to improve on-time 
graduation; several Our Voices Digital Storytelling Teacher Trainings, print articles that appeared in 
WHRO’s Dimensions publication and The Virginian-Pilot newspaper; and a variety of other face-to-face 
meetings and screenings focused on improving on-time graduation rates.  In July 2014, WHRO was 
awarded another multi-year American Graduate Grant to develop the first 5 of 21 workforce readiness 
modules based on research conducted by the Commonwealth and the Weldon Cooper Center at the 
University of Virginia to identify the foundational, technical, and professional workplace skills necessary to 
enter and advance in today’s workforce.  The modules will be developed for use in a blended learning 
environment and will be made available to all HRETA schools free of charge.   
 

Regional Savings/Value:  $8,650.00 Sussex Savings/ValueQ:  $25.00 
 
11.  WHRO Education Staff presented at the following Local, Regional, State, or National Events:  
Virginia Association of Museums Annual Meeting, Virginia Society for Technology in Education Annual 
Meeting, Henrico 21 Awards Ceremony, Virginia School Board Association Regional Meetings, 
International Association for K-12 Online Learning Annual Conference, James Madison University 
Content Teaching Academy, Tidewater Writing Project Summer Institute, and the VDOE/VCU 
Conference: Innovation In High Priority Schools: Increasing Student Outcomes. 
 

 

                                                 
3 Please see the “Education Topics on HearSay July 2013 - June 2014” section starting on page 12 for complete 
descriptions of each of the programs. 
4 Please see the “American Graduate WHRO Activity Overview” section starting on page 11 for complete descriptions 
of each activity. 
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Families and Early Learners 
 
PBS KIDS Raising Readers is a national literacy initiative originally funded by a U.S. Department of 
Education Ready to Learn grant that focused on producing and broadcasting award-winning research 
based television programs like Sesame Street, Super WHY!, Word World, Martha Speaks, and The 
Electric Company and developing stimulating online games, skill tracker websites, and learning resources 
for children, parents, caregivers, and teachers. The initiative helps children ages 2-8 form and develop 
strong reading skills.  WHRO was selected as one of 20 public broadcasting stations in the nation to 
participate in it. In addition, we reach every home via 68 hours of PBS children’s programming broadcast 
on WHRO 15.1 weekly and 24/7 broadcast on WHRO KIDS 15.3. 
 
In May 2014, WHRO received an additional Ready to Learn Grant from the Corporation for Public 
Broadcasting to expand children’s learning through the use of transmedia. WHRO will be using PBS 
transmedia content, including TV shows, websites, online games, interactive whiteboard, and smart 
phone applications, to provide children and their families in Title 1 areas with a strong foundation to build 
lifelong learning success. We’ll be integrating the content into local before, after, and summer school 
programs, and training parents and educators on how to use it in the classroom and at home. 
 
1. Super WHY! Reading Camps are 5-day interactive learning adventures that show 4- and 5-year olds 
the power of reading and motivates them to play with letters, sounds, and words through a 
comprehensive curriculum developed by noted literacy experts. Fourteen camps have been conducted 
since the initiative began, reaching over 400 children. In 2008, WHRO conducted its first Super WHY! 
Reading Camp at Fort Story Army Base Child Development Center, and participated in a study by Florida 
State University’s Center for Reading Research to identify the benefits of watching the Super WHY! 
television show and participating in the daily camp activities. Campers showed gains in all of the literacy 
skills presented in the program including an 84% gain in phonics skills and a 139% gain in word 
recognition skills.  Thirteen additional Reading Camps have been held over the past five years.  Sites 
included Norfolk Navy Base Child Development Center; Ida Barbour Early Learning Center, Portsmouth; 
Children's Harbors in Chesapeake, Ghent, Norfolk, Portsmouth, and Suffolk; and Kids Konnection 
Learning Center, Virginia Beach. Two Super WHY! Reading Camps for rising kindergarteners were held 
in the summer of 2013.  WHRO staff conducted one at Richard Bowling Elementary in Norfolk for 18 
students and another at Kids Konnection Learning Center in Virginia Beach for 15 students.  
 
2.  Martha Speaks Reading Buddies is now in its fifth year and reaches over 2,000 Title 1 elementary 
school students in the region. Big Buddies (5th graders) and Little Buddies (1st graders) meet for eight 45 
minute sessions where they watch a Martha Speaks show together; read the selected book together; talk 
and play games together; and write in the Reading Buddies Journal together. Big Buddies receive a guide 
and books to practice before each session. Each Little Buddy takes home a copy of a Martha Speaks 
DVD with all the episodes, a book after each session, and a Family Activity Booklet. They also receive a 
Certificate of Achievement at the end of the program. The Big Buddies receive a chapter book called 
Because of Winn Dixie to take home at the end of the sessions. In addition to the 1st graders mastering 
32 new vocabulary words, teachers report that 4th and 5th grade participants take their leadership role 
very seriously, resulting in improved reading skills and a decrease in discipline problems. This year, 
through funding from the Hampton Roads Community Foundation, 260 students participated in eight, 45-
minute “Reading Buddies” sessions at Monroe Elementary and Sewells Point Elementary in Norfolk.  
 
3.  WHRO’s PBS KIDS Raising Readers Literacy Van is a cheerful, brightly colored vehicle featuring 
children’s favorite PBS characters that tours throughout our broadcast region. Inside the van, children find 
age appropriate books and games. During 2013-2014, the van made 28 visits in the area. 
 
4.  PBS Raising Readers Library Corners are fully decorated with PBS KIDS décor and have books, 
online games, and a wealth of literacy activities for children to use when visiting the library.  Our first 
corner was established at the Dr. Clarence Cuffee Library in Chesapeake.  The program has now grown 
to include ten local libraries including Hampton Main Library, Hampton; Coleman Place Elementary 
Library, Norfolk; Little Creek Joint Forces Library, Norfolk; Park Place Library, Norfolk; P. B. Young 
Elementary Library, Norfolk; Cradock Library, Portsmouth; Portsmouth Main Library, Portsmouth; Bayside 
Public Library, Virginia Beach; and Fort Story Army Base Library, Virginia Beach. 
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5.  Super Reader Schools receive additional services from WHRO.  These Title I schools receive 
professional development, parent trainings, family literacy nights, resources, and PBS KIDS Raising 
Reader Van visits.  WHRO Super Reader Schools include Thurgood Marshall Elementary, Chesapeake; 
Bassette Elementary, Hampton; Booker Elementary, Hampton; Carver Elementary, Newport News; 
James Monroe Elementary, Norfolk; P.B. Young Elementary, Norfolk; Sewells Point Elementary, Norfolk; 
Park View Elementary, Portsmouth; and Booker T. Washington, Suffolk. 
 
6. Anytime Is Learning Time Training helps parents identify everyday teachable moments. All parents 
attending these trainings receive Raising Readers Tip Sheets and free First Books for their children.  
 
7.  School Division Outreach keeps Superintendents and school representatives up-to-date on the 
initiative and activities.  Raising Readers resources and materials are also regularly provided to Title I 
schools in all nineteen of WHRO’s owner-member school divisions through this outreach. 
 
8.  PBS KIDS Island Website (www.pbskids.org/island) is an interactive website that gives teachers and 
parents the ability to measure children’s literacy progress by showing the skills children have mastered 
and what skills they still need to practice.  The site includes numerous games children can play and win 
prizes to advance to the next level.  The site features characters from PBS children’s programs. 
 
9.  PBS KIDS (www.pbskids.org) and PBS LAB (www.pbskids.org/lab) Websites are engaging 
multimedia destinations specifically created for kids ages 2 to 8.  With fun, quirky settings full of surprises, 
these sites empower kids to discover themselves, define the diverse world around them, explore new 
relationships, and embrace a love of learning.  The sites feature popular age appropriate PBS series 
including Sesame Street, Super WHY!, Word World, Curious George, Sid the Science Kid, Dinosaur 
Train, The Electric Company, WordGirl, Martha Speaks, Peg + Cat, Arthur, Fetch, CyberChase, etc.  PBS 
KIDS features video clips, games, activities, and resources for the series and the LAB includes new apps 
focused on math, augmented reality games, using camera phones, and behind-the-scenes features. 
 
10.  PBS KIDS Mobile Media Labs feature iPads and Kindle Fires to take into the field to demonstrate 
the new transmedia math content being developed by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting through a 
U.S. DOE grant.  The YMCA of South Hampton Roads is using one set with the children and families they 
serve.  Seventy games are available now with 45 more in development. 
 
11.  Tens of thousands of First Books have been distributed over the past 17 years to area children who 
would not otherwise own books.  Grants, local foundations, and WHRO’s Leadership Circle provide 
support to allow children in challenging circumstances to start their own libraries.  Books are distributed 
after parent and provider trainings, after Raising Reader van visits, and other community events. 
 
12. The Virginia Children’s Festival was held on October 6, 2013, and WHRO brought “Mr. Steve 
Songs” from PBS KIDS to headline the event.  He performed two shows for hundreds of families and 
children and held two “meet and greets” at the WHRO Booth.  Three PBS Costume Characters – Sid the 
Science Kid; Super WHY!; and the Cat In The Hat – were also in attendance.  Children played PBS KIDS 
LAB games on an interactive whiteboard and over 500 First Books were given away. 
 
Overall in 2013-2014, more than 2,000 Parents, 435 Providers/Teachers, and 5,150 Children/Students 
participated in one or more of these activities.  In addition, we distributed 6,380 First Books to children 
most at need.   
 

Total Regional Savings/Value:  $122,295.00 Total Sussex Savings/ValueR:  $0.00 
(For all items above) (For all items above) 

  

http://www.pbskids.org/island
http://www.pbskids.org/
http://www.pbskids.org/lab
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Sussex County Public Schools 
Return on WHRO Investment 

2013-2014 
 
WHRO directly impacts: 
 
1) Educators by providing ongoing, sustained, high-quality teacher training; leading edge, technology-

based instructional resources; and regional opportunities for recognition. 
2) Students by providing online courses; leading-edge, on-demand, video resources; educationally 

relevant competitions; and regional opportunities for recognition. 
3) Adult Learners by providing a variety of workforce development and GED programming and services. 
4) Families by providing the highest quality children’s programming 24 hours per day, seven days per 

week, as well as a variety of face-to-face, hands-on early childhood workshops for parents. 
 

In summary, WHRO educational efforts directly affect not only the schools’ bottom lines, but also the 
quality of education for every single teacher, student, adult learner, and family in Hampton Roads.  
Exemplary educators and initiatives are regularly publicized on-air, on-line and in-person. 
 
Sussex Annual Investment in WHRO: 

Annual Assessment $2,240.00 
C.I.I. Annual Dues $1,500.00 

Total Annual Investment* $3,740.00 
 
*Additional product/service specific revenue (i.e., DE streaming, NovaNET, and Desire2Learn group purchases, etc.) 
is included in the saving/value calculations below. 
 
Direct Value/Savings: 

Discovery Education streaming Group Purchase $5,080.00 
eMediaVA Operation $3,000.00  
eMediaVA Single Sign-On Integration $0.00 
eMediaVA Trainings $0.00 
School Cable Channel Content $0.00 
Special Topic Forums $1,050.00 
WHRO Education Online Courses $652,220.00 
Desire2Learn Group Purchase $40,660.00 
NovaNET and GradPoint Group Purchase $0.00 

Total Direct Annual Value/Savings    $702,010.00 
 
Sussex Direct Return on Investment $187.70 to $1.00 
 
Additional Value/Savings: 

WHRO Kids $1,060.00 
Great Computer Challenges (Junior & Senior Divisions) $0.00 
General PBS Programming $1,165.00 
Local Educational Video Productions $130.00 
WHRO Education Web Site $105.00 
Hear/Say with Cathy Lewis $405.00 
General NPR Programming $70.00 
American Graduate Activities $25.00 
Families/Early Learners $0.00 

Total Additional Annual Value/Savings $2,960.00 
 
Total Direct and Additional Annual Value/Savings $704,970.00 
 
Total Sussex Return on Investment $188.50 to $1.00 
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Value/Savings Calculations 
 
A Discovery Education streaming list price ($2,095.00 HS; $1,570.00 MS/ES) multiplied by the number of HS, MS 

and ES buildings within the HRETA owner division minus cash paid by the HRETA owner division.  Add-on 
packages (e.g., DE PLUS) can also be purchased through the WHRO group purchase at discounted rates.  
Those savings are also included in this calculation. 

B Comparable service value ($750.00 per building) multiplied by the number of buildings in each HRETA division.  

C SSO integration is free to HRETA school divisions, but WHRO charges non-HRETA school divisions $4,500.00.  
The Local Host Appliance costs all school divisions $3,950.00. 

D Number of trainings multiplied by $750.00 per training. 

E Number of division wireless content feeds multiplied by $100.00 per feed (up to 60 minutes in length). 

F Number of division registrations multiplied by an average course registration fee of $150.00. 

G WHRO online course development costs to create and/or refresh courses that each division would have had to 
pay on its own ($650,000.00) multiplied by the number of WHRO owner school divisions (19) to yield the true 
regional savings ($12,350.000.00).  Also includes trainings and meetings with individual divisions at $1,500.00 
and $740.00 each, respectively. 

H Regional virtual school general support ($30,000.00), regional test environment ($9,758.23), technical support, if 
applicable ($1,540.77), and fully online licenses ($14.00 each) if applicable, minus cash paid by the individual 
HRETA owner division.   

I Number of division licenses multiplied by the group purchase discount. 

J Total annual operational cost ($250,000.00) of WHRO Kids allocated across HRETA owners according to 
relative division size. 

K  Number of division teams multiplied by HRETA member entry fee discount. 

L Annual WHRO PBS dues ($1,369,831.00) multiplied by 20% (conservative estimated educational percentage of 
program usage) allocated across HRETA owners according to relative size. 

M In Our Schools broadcast costs ($6,415.00) plus Education Now production costs ($23,700.00) all allocated 
across HRETA owners according to relative size. 

N Estimated internal collective staff costs ($25,000.00) allocated across HRETA owners according to relative size. 

O Average HearSay with Cathy Lewis episode production cost ($4,150.00) multiplied by the number of episodes 
specifically devoted to Education topics allocated across HRETA owners according to relative size. 

P Annual WHRO NPR dues ($460,346.00) multiplied by 3.5% (based on NPR statistics regarding the number of 
programs directly related to Education) allocated across HRETA owners according to relative size. 

Q One Our Voices teacher training ($1,500.00) plus one Another View radio show ($4,150.00) plus one HearSay 
with Cathy Lewis radio show (value already included in HearSay calculations) plus two Young Knights Summer 
Academy Fun Fridays ($3,000.00), less value of services for specific divisions, all allocated across HRETA 
owners according to relative size. 

R Number of training sessions conducted multiplied by the average cost per session ($750.00/day) plus the cost of 
materials distributed at sessions plus number of Raising Reader Libraries multiplied by cost to equip them 
($2,800.00) plus number of Super WHY! Camps conducted multiplied by cost to conduct them ($5,000.00) plus 
number of Super Reader Schools multiplied by cost to equip them ($2,600.00) plus number of appearances or 
events ($250.00/each) throughout the region plus the cost of materials distributed. 
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American Graduate WHRO Activity Overview 
 

Education and Community Outreach 
 
Young Knights Summer Academy, Fun Fridays (July 2013) 
To combat the summer brain drain,  P.B. Young, Sr. Elementary School in Norfolk launched a free eight-
week academic enrichment program in partnership with United for Children, the United Way of South 
Hampton Roads, EVMS, the City of Norfolk, Trinity Presbyterian Church, and many others, including local 
arts organizations and WHRO. Students receive hands-on literacy and math academic lessons and 
participate in guided enrichment activities. On Fridays, many students leave campus for Fun Friday field 
trips. WHRO hosted rising fourth graders for two Fun Fridays.  The Fun Friday activities included a hands-
on, interactive tour of the station, digital storytelling training, an overview of the WHRO Young Writers’ 
contest and Great Computer Challenge, and interaction with the host and staff of Another View radio 
program. The children all left with goodie bags filled with fun learning materials and one lucky Young 
Knight at each Fun Friday event won a free membership in WHRO’s Kids Club.  
 
Reach: 18 rising fourth graders from P.B. Young, Sr. Elementary School 
 
Educator Professional Development (March 2014) 
WHRO conducted an “Our Voices” Teacher Training, an established curriculum to teach the art of digital 
storytelling using iPod Touches with cameras. 
 
Reach: 33 teachers from across the region 
 
Production and Local Programming  
 
Another View (Radio)  

• The Best of Another View Positive Stories (August 2013) 
 
HearSay with Cathy Lewis (Radio) 

• All Brain, No Drain (July 2013) 
 
Print Articles 
 

• Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness for All Americans (Dimensions, July 2013) 
• Summer Enrichment Programs Help to Close the Achievement Gap (Dimensions, August 2013) 
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Education Topics on HearSay July 2013 – June 2014 
 
Monday, July 3, 2013 
Leadership Learned and Citizenship Earned 
In advance of Independence Day, HearSay takes a special look at the teachable lessons that can be 
learned by turning our attention to America's hard-fought struggle for independence.  Today Cathy Lewis 
travels back to 1776 with Colonial Williamsburg historian Taylor Stoermer for a look at the true meaning of 
"citizenship," and the importance of taking an active role in our nation's forward progress.  We're also 
joined by retired U.S. Army Major General Vincent Boles for a lesson on effective leadership that anyone 
can implement.   
Scheduled Guests:   
Taylor Stoermer – Research Historian, Colonial Williamsburg Foundation, history.org 
Major General Vincent Boles – Author, 4-3-2-1 Leadership, vinnyboles.com 
 
Monday, July 22, 2013 
All Brain, No Drain 
Students at Norfolk's P.B. Young Elementary are three weeks into a unique new summer program aimed 
at fending off the “brain drain” that students usually experience over the summer. On today’s HearSay, 
we’ll speak with P.B. Young Sr. Elementary Principal Alana Balthazar for a look at the Young Knights 
Program's approach to helping young students retain the knowledge that is often lost over summer 
break.  We’ll also check with other free summer learning opportunities across Hampton Roads. 
Scheduled Guests:  
Alana Bazar – Principal, P.B. Young Sr. Elementary School in Norfolk, nps.k12.va.us  
Chante Lambert – Teacher, P.B. Young Sr. Elementary School in Norfolk 
Katie Cerqua – Youth and Family Services Manager, Virginia Beach Public Libraries, vbgov.com/libraries 
 
Monday, July 29, 2013 
Virginia's Gubernatorial Candidates - Part 1 
We start this week's series of conversations with a primer on the latest in Virginia politics with The 
Virginian-Pilot's Julian Walker, followed by the Republican nominee for Governor, Ken Cuccinelli. 
Scheduled Guests: 
Julian Walker – State Political Reporter, The Virginian-Pilot, pilotonline.com 
Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli – Republican Candidate for Governor of Virginia, cuccinelli.com 
 
Thursday, August 1, 2013 
Virginia's Gubernatorial Candidates - Part 2 
We finish this week's series of candidate conversations with our interview with the Democratic nominee 
for Governor, Terry McAuliffe.   
Scheduled Guest:  Terry McAuliffe – Democratic Candidate for Governor of Virginia, terrymcauliffe.com 
 
Tuesday, August 6, 2013 
HearSay from the Headlines 8/6 
Join us for another edition of Headlines, where we tackle the latest news stories that have you 
talking.  This week we'll discuss recent archaeological discoveries in Colonial Williamsburg that are 
shedding new light on an 18th century landmark experiment in black education, the Bray School. 
Scheduled Guests:   
Terry Meyers – Chancellor Professor of English and Lemon Project Co-chair, College of William & Mary 
Mark Kostro –  Archaeologist, Colonial Williamsburg Foundation 
 
Wednesday, August 7, 2013 
Transformed by Technology 
In this age of instant digital interconnectivity, we take the technical marvels that populate our lives for 
granted. The effortless communication they facilitate simplifies our lives, but have we considered the cost 
of this Faustian bargain? On today's HearSay, host Cathy Lewis speaks with scholars who are examining 
the unexpected ways modern technology is rewiring our brains and overriding the most basic of human 
instincts.  

http://hearsay.org/post/Leadership-Learned-and-Citizenship-Earned.aspx
http://www.history.org/
http://ww2.nps.k12.va.us/education/school/school.php?sectiondetailid=596
http://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/libraries/Pages/home.aspx
http://www.pilotonline.com/
http://www.cuccinelli.com/
http://terrymcauliffe.com/
http://hearsay.org/post/HearSay-from-the-Headlines-86.aspx
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Scheduled Guests:  
Nicco Mele – Author, The End of Big: How the Internet Makes David the New Goliath 
John Huth – Author, Losing Our Way in the World 
 
Monday, August 19, 2013 
An Achievable Dream 
Walter Segaloff, the founder and CEO of An Achievable Dream Academy, passed away this weekend. On 
today's HearSay, we'll look back at Segaloff's life and legacy. Join us as we remember the man whose 
contributions to the Hampton Roads community will continue to improve the lives of our region's 
impoverished youth for years to come. 
Scheduled Guest:  
Aubrey Lane – President, Achievable Dream, achievabledream.org 
 
Thursday, September 5 
Local Movers, Shakers and Innovators: Higher Education Leadership 
Today we bring you the next installment in our series of conversations aimed at bringing our listeners up 
close and personal with our region's movers, shakers and innovators.  We’re joined by the presidents of 
two of our region’s institutions of higher learning. 
Scheduled Guests:  
John Broderick – 8th President, Old Dominion University, http://www.odu.edu/about/president 
Dr. Richard Homan – President, Dean, Eastern Virginia Medical School, http://www.evms.edu 
 
Tuesday, September 10 
Segment A: Life in Hampton Roads 2013 
Each year, Old Dominion University's Social Science Research Center conducts a "Life in Hampton 
Roads" survey.  This year marks the fourth edition of the telephone survey designed to gauge the "mood" 
of our region. We'll speak with the creators of the survey and see how Hampton Roads residents feel 
about diverse issues and topics including transportation and traffic, local and state government, 
education, health, emergency preparedness, the economy and crime. 
Scheduled Guests: 
Dr. Jesse Richman – Faculty Director, Social Science Research Center at ODU 
Dr. Tancy Vandecar – Associate Director, Social Science Research Center at ODU, al.odu.edu/ssrc 
Segment B: New Leadership at Longwood 
In the second half of today's broadcast we're joined by newly named Longwood University president, W. 
Taylor Reveley IV. We'll discuss his plans for Longwood University and the roll institutions of higher 
education play in our Commonwealth's economic health. 
Scheduled Guest:  
W. Taylor Reveley IV – President, Longwood University 
 
Monday, September 23, 2013 
Local Movers, Shakers and Innovators: A College Conversation 
Today we continue our series of conversations aimed at bringing our listeners up close and personal with 
our region's movers, shakers and innovators.  We're joined today by two specialists in the field of higher 
education for conversations about the state of Virginia's black colleges and universities and the 
importance of providing students within underserviced communities the tools to prepare for the college 
admission process. 
Scheduled Guests:  
Alvin J. Schexnider – Author, Saving Black Colleges: Leading Change in a Complex Organization, 
agb.org/bios/alvin-j-schexnider 
Bonnie Sutton – President and CEO, ACCESS College Foundation, accesscollege.org 
 
Wednesday, October 2, 2013 
State of the Region Report 2013 
As Hampton Roads begins a new fiscal year, we'll take the opportunity to examine the previous year's 
triumphs and shortfalls with Old Dominion University economics professor and former university 
president, Dr. James Koch.  He joins us to share his findings in the 14th Annual State of the Region 
Report. We'll review the report's most significant findings and explore their implications for the region.   
Scheduled Guest:  

http://www.achievabledream.org/
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Dr. James Koch – Professor of Economics, Former University President, Old Dominion University, 
jamesvkoch.com 
 
Thursday, October 3, 2013 
Old Dominion University Lieutenant Governor Debate Rebroadcast 
Virginia's lieutenant governor candidates will debate at 7 p.m. Wednesday, October 2nd at Old Dominion 
University's Diehn Center for the Performing Arts.  In partnership with ODU, we bring you a special 
rebroadcast of the debate. The event features Republican candidate E.W. Jackson and Democratic 
candidate Ralph S. Northam.  "Since our first lieutenant governor debate in 2001, this will be the fourth 
time that candidates seeking Virginia's No. 2 political job have appeared in a debate organized by a 
committee of the Young Lawyers Division of The Virginia Bar Association," said Travis G. Hill, chair of the 
Young Lawyers Division. The VBA Young Lawyers Division is presenting this debate, the season's 
second, with the Student Government Association at ODU.  Moderating the event will be Julian Walker, 
state government reporter for The Virginian-Pilot. Quentin Kidd, a political science professor at 
Christopher Newport University, will pose questions to the candidates. 
Scheduled Guests: 
E.W. Jackson – Republican Candidate for Lieutenant Governor of Virginia, jacksonforlg.com 
Senator Ralph Northam – Democratic Candidate for Lieutenant Governor of Virginia, northamforlg.com 
 
Monday, October 7, 2013 
Grandmother Knows Best 
Though their role here in America is sometimes less pronounced than in other international cultures, 
grandparents play an important role in defining the values and moral structure of a family and their 
communities.  For powerful evidence of the power of the elder generation, we turn our attention to the 
grave socioeconomic issues facing the nation of South Africa.  An unyielding population of grandmothers 
are uniting and standing firm against the tide of poverty and HIV/AIDS that is decimating their families and 
country.  On today's HearSay we'll explore the deeply personal story of these unstoppable women and 
the organization, Grandmothers Against Poverty and AIDS (GAPA), that is working to educate and 
empower them further. 
Scheduled Guests:  
Jo-Anne Smetherham – South African Journalist, Co-Author, Nevergiveups, 
thenevergiveups.wordpress.com 
Jennifer Fish – Chair, Department of Women’s Studies at Old Dominion University, 
odu.edu/womens_studies 
Thelma Nkone – South African Grandmother 
Vivienne Budaza – Executive Director, GAPA, gapa.org.za 
 
Thursday, October 10, 2013 
Improbable Scholars 
If anyone has a grasp for the great social problems that face America, its David Kirp.  He has dedicated 
his career to tackling developmental roadblocks such as HIV/AIDS, gender discrimination, and healthcare 
access.  In his new book, "Improbable Scholars: The Rebirth of a Great American School System and a 
Strategy for America's Schools," Kirp chronicles how one poor urban school district continues to defy 
expectations by graduating students to college at an almost unprecedented rate.  He joins HearSay host 
Cathy Lewis in advance of his October 23rd Darden Lecture in Education at Old Dominion University  for 
a look at the future of America's ailing public school system. 
David Kirp – James D. Marver Professor of Public Policy, University of California at Berkeley 
 
Monday, October 14, 2013 
Far From the Tree 
In his career defining book, Far From the Tree, Andrew Solomon writes about families coping with 
deafness, dwarfism, Down syndrome, autism, schizophrenia and other severe disabilities.  While each of 
these characteristics is potentially isolating, the experience of difference within families is universal, and 
Solomon joins us today on HearSay to share the stories of love and triumph that he documents in every 
chapter.  Later in the show we speak with Dr. L.D. Britt, the first African-American to achieve the position 
of professor of surgery in the Commonwealth of Virginia, about his ongoing commitment to fostering 
future generations of minority doctors. 
Scheduled Guest: 

http://www.odu.edu/univevents/calendar/2013/10/_2013_darden_lecture
http://www.odu.edu/univevents/calendar/2013/10/_2013_darden_lecture
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Andrew Solomon – Author, Far from the Tree: Parents, Children and the Search for Identity, 
andrewsolomon.com 
 
Tuesday, October 15, 2013 
Our Future in the Making 
There is a local community that is dedicated to the process of learning and experimentation that paves 
the way to innovation and discovery. They've been dubbed "makers," and they're part of a global 
community of dreamers and big thinkers who are equal parts entrepreneur and mad scientist.  Members 
of our own local maker community join HearSay host Cathy Lewis today for a sneak peek at this 
weekend's Mini Maker Faire here in Norfolk where you can expect to find rockets and robots, DIY science 
and technology, urban farming and sustainability, alternative energy, bicycles, unique hand-made crafts, 
and educational workshops and installations. 
Scheduled Guests: 
Zach Miller – Founder, Hatch, hatchnorfolk.com 
Beau Turner – Founder, 757 Maker Space, 757makerspace.com 
Rich Moormann – Producer, Mini Maker Faire and Ignite Hampton Roads, hrmakerfaire.com 
 
Monday, October 21, 2013 
Candidate Conversations: LIVE! 
Join us for our final series of installments from this election year's Candidate Conversation Series, where 
we'll be broadcasting live and taking your calls. Today, host Cathy Lewis is joined by the Democratic 
candidates for Lieutenant Governor and Attorney General.  We'll leave the bright lights, glaring 
opposition, and aggressive campaign advertising behind and foster a candid discussion in which the 
candidates can share their thoughts on tough issues and their goals for the Commonwealth. 
Scheduled Guests:  
Senator Ralph Northam – Democratic  Candidate for Lieutenant Governor of Virginia, northamforlg.com 
Senator Mark Herring – Democratic Candidate for Attorney General of Virginia, herringforag.com 
 
Wednesday, November 6, 2013 
Special Gubernatorial Election Coverage 
All across Virginia, voters are headed to the polls, casting their ballots for Governor, Lieutenant Governor 
and Attorney General.  Join us on the 5th for a mid-election day update from the Richmond Times-
Dispatch as well as a campaign retrospective, where we'll consider the impact and effectiveness of 
negative political advertising.  The following day we'll bring you in-depth coverage and analysis of the 
election results, including excerpts from a special Old Dominion University panel featuring political 
scientists, media correspondents and political observers.  We'll be taking your calls both days, inviting you 
to share your experiences at the polls and your thoughts on the results of the election at 440-2665 or 1-
800-940-2240. 
Scheduled Guests: 
Jeff E. Schapiro – Political Reporter and Columnist for The Richmond Times-Dispatch, timesdispatch.com 
Richard Gearhart – Brand Development Specialist, arengee.com 
Quentin Kidd – Director of the Judy Ford Wason Center for Public Policy, Christopher Newport University, 
quentinkidd.com 
John Fredericks – Host, The John Fredericks Show, thejohnfredericksshow.com 
Vivian J. Paige – Columnist, The Virginian-Pilot, blog.vivianpaige.com 
Don Luzzatto – Editorial Page Editor, The Virginian-Pilot, hamptonroads.com  
Glen Sussman – Professor of Political Science, Old Dominion University, odu.edu 
Kimberly Karnes – Assistant Professor of Political Science, Old Dominion University, odu.edu 
Larry Sabato – Director, The University of Virginia's Center for Politics, centerforpolitics.org 
 
Thursday, December 12, 2013 
Honor Roll Back 
In Virginia Beach elementary schools, grades of A to F have been replaced by a system using "Advanced 
Proficient," "Proficient," "Developing Proficiency" and "Novice."  School officials tasked with implementing 
these changes are also eliminating the honor roll system, saying it doesn't match the new grading system 
that replaces the A's needed for principal's list and the B's needed for honor roll.  We'll explore the 
reasoning behind the changes with Beach administrators and consider how they're being received by 
area teachers and parents. 

http://andrewsolomon.com/books/
http://www.hatchnorfolk.com/
http://www.757makerspace.com/
http://www.757makerspace.com/
http://www.hrmakerfaire.com/
http://www.northamforlg.com/
http://www.northamforlg.com/
http://www.hamptonroads.com/
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Scheduled Guests:  
Dr. Amy Cashwell – Chief Academic Officer, Department of Teaching and Learning, Virginia Beach City 
Public Schools 
Shirann Lewis – Assistant Superintendent of Elementary Education, Virginia Beach City Public Schools 
Lisa Hartman – Virginia Beach Parent 
 
Wednesday, February 5, 2014  
STEM'S Older Students 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Math programs all across Virginia are being planned and 
implemented to prepare K-12 students for the new century's high-tech careers, but what is being done to 
continue those efforts as students attend institutions of higher learning? On today's HearSay, we'll look at 
events and initiatives designed to keep college students engaged in STEM education and prepare them 
to become the next generation of STEM educators. 
Scheduled Guests: 
Dr. Rich Whittecar – CoDirector, MonarchTeach, Old Dominion University, odu.edu/monarchteach 
Dr. Kim Baskette – Program Coordinator, MonarchTeach, Old Dominion University 
Jake Newman – MonarchTeach Student 
Kirsten Young – MonarchTeach Student 
Melodi Albert – HackU Organizer, VP, Management Development, Dominion Enterprises 
Joe Fuller – HackU 2 Judge, VP and CIO, Dominion Enterprises 
Andrew Wharton – HackU Alumnus, www.facebook.com/dehackathon 
 
Thursday, February 6, 2013 
The 2014 General Assembly Session: Week Five 
With over a month under its belt, The Virginia General Assembly is already tackling a wide range of 
issues that include marriage equality, felon voting rights, ethics reform and SOL reform. As Virginia's 
lawmakers work their way through thousands of pieces of legislation over the 60-day session, we'll bring 
you a series of one-on-one conversations with your elected representatives in Richmond. 
Scheduled Guests:  
Senator Jeff McWaters – Represents the 8th District in the Virginia State Senate, jeffmcwaters.com 
Senator John Miller – Represents the 1st District in the Virginia State Senate, senatorjohnmiller.com 
Senator Kenny Alexander – Represents the 5th District in the Virginia State Senate, 
senatorkennethcalexander.com 
 
Thursday, March 13, 2014 
Counting Down to Graduation 
With only three months until graduation, college and high school seniors across the nation are preparing 
to take the next big step towards the "real world." On today's HearSay program, career and college 
specialists join host Cathy Lewis to offer a blueprint that soon-to-be graduates can use to better prepare 
themselves for the challenges and opportunities to come. 
Scheduled Guests:  
Pamela Rambo – Educational Expert and Consultant, ramboresearchandconsulting.com 
Bill Holland – Author, From Backpack to Briefcase, Cracking the New Job Market: The 7 Rules for Getting 
Hired in Any Economy, crackingthenewjobmarket.com 
 
Tuesday, April 22, 2014 
A New Standard for Testing? 
Whether it’s the SAT’s or SOL, students are getting their fair share of standardized testing. Today on 
HearSay, we’ll consider the effectiveness of those tests and discuss how that testing has shaped Virginia 
schools. 
Scheduled Guests: 
Dr. Lisa Corbin – Executive Director Curriculum and Instruction, Norfolk Public Schools 
Oktay Baysal – Virginia Board of Education Member, Dean of the College of Engineering & Technology, 
Old Dominion University 
Monty Neill – Executive Director, The National Center for Fair and Open Testing, fairtest.org 
Del. Rob Krupicka – Represents Virginia's 45th District in the Virginia House of Delegates, krupicka.com 
 

http://www.odu.edu/monarchteach/
http://www.odu.edu/monarchteach/
http://www.jeffmcwaters.com/
http://www.senatorjohnmiller.com/
http://senatorkennethcalexander.com/
http://www.ramboresearchandconsulting.com/
http://www.crackingthenewjobmarket.com/
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Notes 
 
Educational Advisory Committee (EAC) 
The Educational Advisory Committee (EAC) consists of a division selected School Board member or 
designee from each HRETA Member Division.  The EAC receives reports, updates and other information 
related to educational issues and priorities.  The EAC meets four times each year at WHRO, generally in 
September, December, March, and June.  The EAC is the decision-making body on matters related to the 
policy, planning and operation of WHRO public education related activities. 
 
Superintendents Advisory Council (SAC) 
The Superintendents Advisory Council (SAC) consists of HRETA member Superintendents.  Because 
school divisions are the owners of WHRO, this group of superintendents serves as the body that makes 
final recommendations to the EAC regarding decisions related to the policy, planning and operation of 
WHRO public education related activities.  The SAC meets four times each year at WHRO, generally in 
September, December, March, and June.  The SAC chair may schedule additional meetings as needed.  
The SAC will receive reports from WHRO on various issues pertaining to WHRO as well as summary 
reports regarding budgets, grants, instructional related services, and other business matters associated 
with educational initiatives supporting public schools.  The summary reports presented at the SAC are 
required to have been reviewed and approved by the Technology Advisory Council (TAC) prior to 
presentation to the SAC. The SAC can direct TAC to investigate, review, analyze, and submit findings to 
SAC regarding specific activities or projects. 
 
Technology Advisory Committee (TAC) 
The Technology Advisory Committee (TAC) consists of HRETA member Chief Information Officer or other 
superintendent designee from each division.  The TAC reviews all aspects of established educational 
activities (including budgets, grants, new initiatives, etc.) and provides comment on any related issues or 
concerns.  Additionally, the TAC works with WHRO staff to recommend new regional technology based 
directions and initiatives.  This group will review summary reports prepared by WHRO for presentation to 
the Superintendents Advisory Council (SAC) for approval.  The TAC Chairperson or alternate will be 
present at the SAC meetings to assist WHRO with the presentation of the reports and answer any 
questions.  The C.I.I. will serve as a resource to the TAC, providing detailed information on their area of 
responsibility and recommendations, if any, relative to their activities.  The TAC meets five times a year at 
WHRO, generally in September, November, January, March, and May.  Additional meetings may be 
scheduled as determined by the TAC Chair.   
 
Consortium for Interactive Instruction (C.I.I.) 
The Consortium for Interactive Instruction (C.I.I.) consists of HRETA member representatives that are 
appointed by the division Superintendent.  The C.I.I. serves as a subcommittee for the TAC to facilitate 
the communication, implementation, forums, and other activities essential to collaboration of instructional 
technologies in the HRETA region.  C.I.I. business meetings are held three times a year, generally in 
September, January and May, with additional special interest forums scheduled as needed throughout 
the year. 
 
Desire2Learn System Administrators 
The Desire2Learn System Administrator group is comprised of school division representatives and 
WHRO Education personnel.    All of these individuals serve as learning management system 
administrators and meet together to support online and blended learning.  Desire2Learn System 
Administrator meetings are held regularly throughout the year. 
 
 
 
Front Cover Photos (From Top Left):  
1. Students from Matoaka Elementary School in Williamsburg-James City County participate in the 2014 Junior Great Computer 
Challenge. 
2. Ted Hamacher from Hickory Middle School in Chesapeake competes in the 2014 Virginian-Pilot Spelling Bee. 
3. WHRO Early Childhood Coordinator Martha Razor provides early learning services at Fort Story Library in Virginia Beach. 
4. WHRO President and CEO Bert Schmidt smiles with students from P.B. Young Elementary in Norfolk during a “Fun Friday” at 
WHRO. 
5. Statewide eMediaVA teacher training provided by WHRO. 
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