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Educator Resources and Training 
 
1.  WHRO provides two “Digital Media On-Demand” services to local educators:   
 
Discovery Education streaming features over 5,000 Virginia Standards of Learning (SOL) correlated 
video titles that have been “segmented” into nearly 50,000 shorter content clips that can be searched in a 
variety of ways.  WHRO has coordinated an annual regional group purchase since 2002.  Nearly 10 
million assets were viewed statewide this past year including almost 500,000 regional views and 6,100 
Isle of Wight views. 
 

Regional Savings/Value:  $478,260.00 Isle of Wight Savings/ValueA:  $10,455.00 
 
eMediaVA, a service of WHRO, the Virginia Department of Education and many other prominent national 
and Virginia-based educational content providers, is a one-stop shop for high quality digital content for 
Virginia's K-12 teachers and students.  Featuring the best purpose-built content from leading educational, 
cultural and scientific organizations – such as PBS, Colonial Williamsburg, NASA, the Smithsonian 
Museums, the National Archives, Virginia's public media stations, the Norfolk Public Library, SAS 
Curriculum Pathways, NPR, and others – eMediaVA currently offers more than 21,500 learning objects, 
with more being added daily, all of which are correlated to the Virginia Standards of Learning and 
available at no cost to every teacher and student across the Commonwealth. 
 

Regional Savings/Value:  $195,000.00 Isle of Wight Savings/ValueB:  $4,500.00 
 
2.  eMediaVA Single Sign-On (SSO) Integration lets school divisions manage teacher and student 
accounts in one place only.  Once integrated, teachers and their students simply choose eMediaVA after 
logging in to their school network and are automatically connected without having to re-type their 
username and password.  A Local Host Appliance is also available to save internet bandwidth costs. 
 

Regional Savings/Value:  $31,500.00 Isle of Wight Savings/ValueC:  $0.00 
 
3.  WHRO Education Professional Development is designed to bring teachers the latest and greatest in 
high quality, on-going, easy-to-access, online, technology integration training.  Offered in units of 5, 10, 
15, 30, and 45 hours and featuring nearly 100 courses from Virginia’s PBS TeacherLine as well as 
dozens of other locally developed, high need courses, this service provides “one-stop shopping” for online 
professional development and enables educators to stay on top of the latest trends, tap into best 
practices, and earn recertification points and graduate credit right from the comfort of their own home on 
their own schedule.  WHRO Education Professional Development is a 21st century teaching and learning 
tool that can help teachers strengthen students’ academic skills and meet Virginia’s Standards of 
Learning.  In 2012-2013, nearly 400 teachers across the Commonwealth registered for a course, 
including 170 teachers from HRETA owner schools and two Isle of Wight teachers.  While there is no 
savings to HRETA schools specifically, we thought it was important to include this service so that you 
know the number of teachers from your division who are taking advantage of this opportunity. 
 
4.  Content for School Cable Channels is regularly delivered, by request, to WHRO owner school 
divisions via our digital microwave system.  Timely educational programming such as Teen Kids News, 
The Teaching Channel, and Virginia Currents are delivered “on-demand” to its owner member schools 
each year.  The vast majority of these programs are re-distributed on the local school cable channels. 
 

Regional Savings/Value:  $25,900.00 Isle of Wight Savings/ValueD:  $0.00 
 
5.  Special Topic Forums are held throughout the year to address timely educational technology topics.  
In 2012-2013, we conducted ten Forums:  eMediaVA Administrator Training (2); eMediaVA Teacher 
Training (2); Digital Content to Support the Curriculum; Virtual Learning Impact; Mobile Device/BYOD; 
Digital Content/Course Creation with iBooks and iTunesU; iPod and iPad Management; and a Legislative 
Briefing.  Eight Isle of Wight educators participated in these Forums. 
 

Regional Savings/Value:  $25,200.00 Isle of Wight Savings/ValueE:  $1,200.00 
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Student Services 
 
1.  The WHRO Education Online Courses Service was launched in 2007 and marked the beginning of 
a new era in online student instruction in Hampton Roads.  While online student courses had been 
available in Hampton Roads for a number of years, 2007 was the first time that the school divisions in the 
region pulled together to mutually determine needs and to cooperatively develop course content “from the 
ground up.”  All of the courses are textbook independent; rich-media infused; instructor led; aligned to the 
Virginia Standards of Learning; have been created and reviewed by content experts from across the 
region to assure the highest quality; and are modular in nature to allow for maximum delivery flexibility. 
 
Since 2007, the following online student courses have been developed:  Algebra I; Algebra II/Trig; 
Astronomy; Biology; Chemistry; Earth Science; English 9, 10, 11, and 12; Financial Literacy; Geometry; 
Health/PE 9 and 10; Oceanography; Physics; U.S. History; U.S./Virginia Government; World Geography; 
and World History I and II.  In addition, a seven-week long Online Teaching Methodology (OTM) course 
that teaches teachers how to be successful in a K-12 online teaching environment has also been created.  
James Madison University offers three graduate credits for the OTM course.  Upon completion, the 
courses are made available to each participating school division to further customize and use as they see 
fit within their divisions. 
 
In 2012-2013, WHRO staff delivered two courses (Oceanography and Physics) and completely re-wrote 
the Online Teaching Methodology course and provided them free of charge to all HRETA school 
divisions.  In addition, with funding support from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
Enhancing Education through Technology grant we completed the following mobile device apps:  iAstro, 
CheckMe, What’s On Your Plate, iOcean, RoboOlympics, World History I GeoMaster, and World History I 
Glossary.  We also added 200 Physics and Calculus assets to eMediaVA. 
 

Regional Savings/Value:  $6,100,500.00 Isle of Wight Savings/ValueF:  $331,335.00 
 
In addition to online course development, WHRO also coordinates an annual group purchase of the 
Desire2Learn electronic learning management software used by your schools to deliver all of the online 
student and teacher training courses and provides general support for all the schools in the region. 
 

Regional Savings/Value:  $758,400.00 Isle of Wight Savings/ValueG:  $41,155.00 
 
2.  Virtual Virginia Advanced Placement School (VVAPS) offers more than 50 online advanced 
placement, honors and foreign language courses to students across the commonwealth.  WHRO 
operates the system under contract with the Virginia Department of Education.  Statewide, students took 
over 6,500 courses this past year.  Regionally, there were 1,015 course registrations, including 73 Isle of 
Wight registrations from Smithfield High School and Windsor High School.  While there is no savings to 
HRETA schools, we thought that it was important to include this information in the list of services that 
WHRO provides to the K-12 community, particularly because it is revenue generating to WHRO and 
acknowledges the educational technology leadership position the HRETA schools have attained. 
 
3.  NovaNET is a comprehensive, online courseware system consisting of more than 150 courses 
correlated to the Virginia Standards of Learning.  While it is primarily used in alternative education 
settings, NovaNET can be used to meet a variety of needs.  WHRO coordinates the annual group 
purchase, including 30 licenses for Isle of Wight County Schools. 
 

Regional Savings/Value:  $19,530.00 Isle of Wight Savings/ValueH:  $4,000.00 
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Additional Educational Resources, Training & Services 
 
1.  WHRO Kids is our 24/7 digital children’s channel airing on WHRO TV 15-3, Cox 108 and Charter 701.  
Featuring newer, award-winning early childhood programs such as Peg + Cat, Daniel Tiger’s 
Neighborhood, Thomas and Friends, The Cat in the Hat Knows A Lot About That!, The Jim Henson 
Company’s Dinosaur Train and Sid the Science Kid, Martha Speaks, The Electric Company, Super Why!, 
Word World and perennial favorites Sesame Street, Curious George, Arthur, and Clifford The Big Red 
Dog, to name a few, WHRO delivered over 160 hours of the best high-quality educational television 
programming each and every week.  It’s important to note that every single household in the WHRO 
service area can access this proven educational programming that helps parents prepare their children to 
enter school ready to learn, free of charge; consequently the true value is probably more than the 
operational costs reported here. 
 

Regional Savings/Value:  $250,000.00  Isle of Wight Savings/ValueI:  $5,055.00 
 
2.  The PBS KIDS GO! Writers Contest was recently aligned to the Virginia Standards of Learning, 
encourages children to write and illustrate their own stories and is open to K-5 students.  Local winners 
receive cash awards and their families are invited to attend a special reception in their honor where each 
winner is videotaped in the WHRO television studio reading their winning entry.  A special television 
program and accompanying web site featuring the winners reading their stories is also created and 
aired.  All local K-3 first place stories are sent on to the national PBS KIDS GO! Writers Contest 
competition.  More than 250 entries were received this year.  It is difficult to determine the value/savings 
this activity represents, but participation in certain divisions implies its worth.  Isle of Wight students from 
Carrsville Elementary and Hardy Elementary Schools submitted 25 entries. 
 
3.  The Virginian-Pilot Spelling Bee LIVE on WHRO is an annual event featuring 6th to 8th grade school 
Spelling Bee winners from South Hampton Roads, Northeast North Carolina and the Eastern Shore in a 
head-to-head competition that is broadcast on WHRO.  This year, students representing 44 area schools 
as local Spelling Bee Champions, including Smithfield Middle School and Windsor Middle School, 
competed.  Once again, it is difficult to determine the value/savings this activity represents but 
participation in certain divisions implies its worth. 
 
4.  Great Computer Challenges – Junior & Senior are joint projects of WHRO and ODU, and are a 
competitive opportunity for students in grades K-12 to demonstrate their skills in various computer 
applications and computer programming, including Graphic Arts, Video Editing, Desktop Publishing, 
Music Composition, Desktop Presentations, Web Design, Internet Scavenger Hunt, Integrated 
Applications, C++, Visual Basic, CAD and JAVA.  More than 200 teams participated in the challenges this 
year, including 21 Isle of Wight teams. 
 

Regional Savings/Value:  $8,500.00 Isle of Wight Savings/ValueJ:  $1,050.00 
 
Isle of Wight Participants and Winners: 
 

School Teacher Sponsor(s) Grade Level Category Award 

Carrollton E.S. Jamie Ball; Julie Branch Level 2 - Upper 
Elem 3-5 Graphic Design Honorable 

Mention 

Carrollton E.S. Jamie Ball; Julie Branch Level 2 - Upper 
Elem 3-5 

Internet Scavenger 
Hunt  

Carrollton E.S. Jamie Ball; Julie Branch Level 1- Primary 
K-2 Desktop Publishing Superior 

Carrsville E.S. Courtney Berard Level 2 - Upper 
Elem 3-5 Desktop Publishing  

Hardy E.S. Jamie Ball; Brandy 
Robbins 

Level 2 - Upper 
Elem 3-5 Desktop Publishing  

Smithfield H.S. Kevin Segner; Alisa 
Segner 

Level 4 - Grades 
9-12 Video Editing 1st Place 
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Smithfield H.S. Kevin Segner; Alisa 
Segner 

Level 4 - Grades 
9-12 

Desktop 
Presentations 2nd Place 

Smithfield H.S. Kevin Segner; Alisa 
Segner 

Level 4 - Grades 
9-12 Graphic Design Honorable 

Mention 

Smithfield H.S. Kevin Segner; Alisa 
Segner 

Level 4 - Grades 
9-12 Web Design  

Smithfield H.S. Kevin Segner; Karen 
Franklin 

Level 4 - Grades 
9-12 Music Composition 3rd Place  

Smithfield M.S. Alisa Segner Level 3 - Grades 
6-8 Web Design 2nd Place 

Smithfield M.S. Alisa Segner Level 3 - Grades 
6-8 Video Editing 2nd Place 

Smithfield M.S. Carolyn Wheatfall; Pam 
Riddleberger 

Level 3 - Grades 
6-8 

Desktop 
Presentations 2nd Place 

Smithfield M.S. Carolyn Wheatfall Level 3 - Grades 
6-8 Desktop Publishing  

Smithfield M.S. Phillip Becker Level 3 - Grades 
6-8 Music Composition  

Westside E.S. Angela Pyrtle; Paula Collet Level 2 - Upper 
Elem 3-5 Graphic Design 3rd Place 

Westside E.S. Angela Pyrtle; Paula Collet Level 3 - Grades 
6-8 Graphic Design 2nd Place 

Westside E.S. Charles Collet; Paula 
Collet 

Level 2 - Upper 
Elem 3-5 Video Editing 1st Place 

Westside E.S. DeNay Smith; Paula Collet Level 2 - Upper 
Elem 3-5 Desktop Publishing  

Westside E.S. Sarah Butler; Paula Collet Level 2 - Upper 
Elem 3-5 

Desktop 
Presentations 3rd Place 

Westside E.S. Sharon Staudt; Paula 
Collet 

Level 2 - Upper 
Elem 3-5 

Internet Scavenger 
Hunt  

5.  The 2012-2013 WHRO Classroom Guide Online included television schedules for WHRO's 
children's programming on WHRO 15.1 and on WHRO KIDS 15.3, our 24/7 children's channel; links to all 
of the associated websites with streaming video clips, games, lesson plans and places for students to 
submit materials they create; a “Curriculum Resources” tab leading to a variety of educational resources 
available from PBS producers; and a “Whiteboard Interactives” tab featuring research based content from 
PBS Kids suitable for classroom use on whiteboards.  In addition, we broadcast 20 hours of live television 
from Colonial Williamsburg and the Fairfax Network. 

Regional Savings/Value:  $9,200.00 Isle of Wight Savings/ValueK:  $185.00 
 
6.  Other PBS Programming with full educational rights, such as Nova, Reading Rainbow, etc., can be 
recorded and used in the classroom.  Detailed local usage figures are unavailable but according to 
national statistics, 30% of teachers use PBS programs in their classrooms. 
 

Regional Savings/Value:  $290,920.00 Isle of Wight Savings/ValueL:  $5,880.00 
  
7.  Tech Trek and Tech Trek: The Next Generation are the premier face-to-face technology training 
events in Virginia.  Tech Trek: The Next Generation picks up where Tech Trek ends and provides 
teachers even greater skills integrating technology in daily classroom practice through a project-based, 
constructivist approach.  In total, 34 teachers attended Tech Trek:  The Next Generation in the summer of 
2012, including one Isle of Wight teacher from Smithfield Middle School. 
 

Regional Savings/Value:  $6,800.00 Isle of Wight Savings/ValueM:  $200.00 
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8.  Local Educational Video Productions included In Our Schools interstitials featuring seven 
Superintendents that aired on WHRO 15.1 and WHRO WORLD 15.2 throughout the year; nine 
Education Now interstitials featuring HRETA Superintendents talking about critical issues currently 
facing the educational community that were produced this year and will begin airing in July, 2013 on 
WHRO 15.1 and WHRO WORLD 15.2; and Assessment and Accountability in Virginia Schools, a 
roundtable discussion hosted by Dr. Steven Staples, Executive Director of the Virginia Association of 
School Superintendents and featuring local and state experts discussing public school assessment and 
accountability issues that aired twice on WHRO WORLD 15.2. 
 

Regional Savings/Value:  $30,060.00 Isle of Wight Savings/ValueN:  $610.00 
 
9.  The WHRO Education Web Site (education.whro.org) was completely redesigned this year to 
highlight all of the WHRO Education products and services, to improve the end-user experience and to 
better promote all of the HRETA member activities in a timely fashion. 
 

Regional Savings/Value:  $10,000.00 Isle of Wight Savings/ValueO:  $200.00 
 
10.  HearSay with Cathy Lewis2 featured 16 programs focused on education topics in 2012-2013. 
 

Regional Savings/Value:  $66,400.00 Isle of Wight Savings/ValueP:  $1,340.00 
 
11.  National Public Radio (NPR) regularly covers education topics within major shows such as Morning 
Edition, All Things Considered, Talk of the Nation, etc.  In 2012-2013, nearly 700 stories touched on 
education topics, representing approximately 3.65% of the total number of stories covered.   
 

Regional Savings/Value:  $15,980.00 Isle of Wight Savings/ValueQ:  $325.00 
 

12.  In July 2011, WHRO was awarded an American Graduate Hub Grant3 from the Corporation for 
Public Broadcasting in partnership with America’s Promise Alliance and the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation.  This initiative builds on public broadcasting’s long-standing commitment to education by 
convening conversations and strengthening partnerships between public radio and television stations and 
local schools, businesses, and community organizations – all with the goal of helping students stay on 
course to graduate from high school.  Activities undertaken this year include:  interstitials and motivational 
messages featuring prominent individuals such as Spike Lee, Tim Reid, Jack Ezell, and Ted Daughtery, 
to name a few that were produced and broadcast on radio and television; special segments on 
established programs such as Another View and HearSay with Cathy Lewis addressing issues related to 
improving on-time graduation; web-only programs highlighting best practices to improve on-time 
graduation; six Our Voices Digital Storytelling Teacher Trainings, print articles that appeared in WHRO’s 
Dimensions publication; and a variety of other face-to-face meetings and screenings focused on 
improving on-time graduation rates. 
 

Regional Savings/Value:  $196,850.00 Isle of Wight Savings/ValueR:  $3,725.00 
 

 

                                                 
2 Please see the “Education Topics on HearSay July 2012 - June 2013” section starting on page 14 for complete descriptions of 
each of the programs. 
3 Please see the “American Graduate WHRO Activity Overview” section starting on page 11 for complete descriptions of each 
activity. 
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Families and Early Learners 
 
PBS KIDS Raising Readers is a national literacy initiative funded by a U.S. Department of Education 
Ready to Learn grant.  The initiative focuses on producing and broadcasting award-winning television 
programs like Between The Lions, Sesame Street, Super WHY!, Word World, Martha Speaks, Sid the 
Science Kid, and The Electric Company and developing stimulating online games, skill tracker websites, 
and learning resources for children, parents, caregivers, and teachers.  PBS KIDS Raising Readers is 
helping children ages 2-8 form and develop strong reading skills.  In the evenings, we also broadcast 
programs designed for older children including Teen Kids News and Design Squad. 
 
In 2008, WHRO was selected as one of 20 public broadcasting stations in the nation to bring this literacy 
initiative to our viewing area.  As a result, we have introduced and provided a variety of programs and 
services that extend the learning of PBS Kids Raising Readers television shows in Hampton Roads’ high 
need communities including: 
 
1.  Super WHY!  Reading Camps are 5-day interactive learning adventures that show 4- and 5-year olds 
the power of reading and motivate them to play with letters, sounds and words through a comprehensive 
curriculum developed by noted literacy experts.  
 
In the summer of 2008, WHRO conducted its first Super WHY! Reading Camp at Fort Story Army Base 
Child Development Center, and participated in a study by Florida State University’s Center for Reading 
Research to identify the benefits of watching the Super WHY! television show and participating in the 
daily camp activities.  Campers showed gains in all of the literacy skills presented in the program 
including an 84 percent gain in phonics skills and a 139 percent gain in word recognition skills. 
 
In the summer of 2009, Super WHY! Reading Camps were held at Norfolk Navy Base Child Development 
Center and Ida Barbour Early Learning Center in Portsmouth.  During 2010-2011, camps were held at 
Children's Harbor in Chesapeake and Portsmouth and the Kids Konnection Early Learning Center in 
Virginia Beach.  In 2011-2012, camps were held at Children’s Harbor in Chesapeake, Norfolk and Suffolk.   
 
Two Super WHY! Reading Camps for rising kindergarteners were held in the summer of 2012.  WHRO 
staff conducted one at the Children’s Harbor Ghent in Norfolk for 20 students.  Kids Konnection (Virginia 
Beach) staff members conducted the other camp for 23 students.  WHRO supplied the materials. 
 
2.  260 students participated in eight, 45-minute “Reading Buddies” sessions at Monroe Elementary and 
Sewells Point Elementary in Norfolk as part of the Martha Speaks Reading Buddies program.  Little 
Buddies were in Kindergarten and first grades, and the Big Buddies were fourth and fifth 
graders.  Together the Buddies watched a fifteen-minute Martha Speaks show, read the selected book, 
played games, and wrote in the Reading Buddies journal.  In addition to the Kindergarteners and first 
graders mastering thirty-two vocabulary words, teachers reported that the fourth and fifth grade 
participants took their leadership role very seriously, resulting in improved reading skills and a decrease 
in discipline problems.  The project was funded by the Hampton Roads Community Foundation. 
 
3.  PBS KIDS Raising Readers Library Corners are fully decorated with PBS KIDS décor.  Library 
Corners have books, online games and a wealth of literacy activities for children to use when visiting the 
participating public libraries. The program has now grown to include eight local libraries including 
Coleman Place Elementary Library, Norfolk; Dr. Clarence Cuffee Library, Chesapeake; Little Creek Joint 
Forces Library, Norfolk; P. B. Young Elementary Library, Norfolk; Park Place Library, Norfolk; Cradock 
Library, Portsmouth; Portsmouth Main Library, Portsmouth; and Fort Story Army Base Library, Virginia 
Beach. 
 
4.  Super Reader Schools receive additional services from WHRO.  These Title I schools receive 
professional development, parent trainings, family literacy nights, resources and PBS KIDS Raising 
Reader Van visits.  WHRO Super Reader Schools include Thurgood Marshall Elementary, Chesapeake; 
Bassette Elementary, Hampton; Booker Elementary, Hampton; Coleman Place Elementary, Norfolk; 
James Monroe Elementary, Norfolk; P.B. Young Elementary, Norfolk; Sewells Point Elementary, Norfolk; 
and Park View Elementary, Portsmouth. 
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5. Anytime Is Learning Time Training helps parents identify everyday teachable moments.  All parents 
attending these trainings receive Raising Readers Tip Sheets and free books for their children.  Raising 
Readers resources and materials are also provided to child-care providers and teachers during other 
professional development workshops.  
 
6.  School Division Outreach keeps Superintendents and school representatives up-to-date on the 
initiative and activities.  Raising Readers resources and materials are also regularly provided to Title I 
schools in all eighteen of WHRO’s owner-member school divisions through this outreach. 
 
7.  WHRO’s Raising Readers Literacy Van is a cheerful brightly colored vehicle featuring children’s 
favorite PBS characters that tours throughout our broadcast region.  Inside the van, children find age 
appropriate books and games.  The van was made possible by a special grant from PBS. 
 
8.  PBS KIDS Island Website (www.pbskids.org/island) is an interactive website that gives teachers and 
parents the ability to measure children’s literacy progress by showing the skills children have mastered 
and what skills they still need to practice.  The site includes numerous games children can play and win 
prizes to advance to the next level.  The site features characters from PBS children’s programs. 
 
9.  PBS KIDS (www.pbskids.org), PBS KIDS GO! (www.pbskidsgo.org) and PBS LAB 
(www.pbskids.org/lab) Websites are engaging multimedia destinations specifically created for kids ages 
3 to 5 (PBS KIDS, PBS LAB) and ages 6 to 10 (PBS KIDS GO!, PBS LAB).  With fun, quirky settings full 
of surprises, these sites empower kids to discover themselves, define the diverse world around them, 
explore new relationships and embrace a love of learning.  The sites feature popular age appropriate PBS 
series including Sesame Street, Super WHY!, Word World, Curious George, Sid the Science Kid, 
Dinosaur Train, etc. (PBS KIDS) and The Electric Company, WordGirl, Martha Speaks, Arthur, Fetch, 
CyberChase, etc. (PBS KIDS GO!)  Both sites feature video clips, games, activities and resources for the 
series and PBS KIDS GO! also features web-only series, including EekoWorld, History Detectives for 
Kids, PBS KIDS Jazz, and American Experience’s "WayBack."  The LAB site includes new apps focused 
on math, augmented reality games, using camera phones, and behind-the-scenes features. 
 
10.  PBS KIDS Mobile Media Labs feature iPads and Kindle Fires to take into the field to demonstrate 
the new transmedia math content being developed by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting through a 
U.S. DOE grant.  The YMCA of South Hampton Roads is using one set with the children and families they 
serve.  70 games are available now with 45 more in development.  Content can be accessed at 
http://www.pbskids.org/lab.  
 
11.  First Books are distributed to area children who would otherwise not own books.  Tens of thousands 
of First Books have been distributed over the past 17 years. Grants, local foundations and the WHRO 
Leadership Circle have provided support to allow children in challenging circumstances to start their own 
libraries.  Books are distributed after parent and provider trainings, after Raising Reader Van Visits and at 
other community events. 
 
12. Virginia Children’s Festival was held on October 6.  WHRO brought “Mr. Steve Songs” from PBS 
KIDS in to be the headliner for the festival.  He performed two shows for hundreds of families and children 
and held two “meet and greets” at the WHRO Booth.  Children were also delighted with three PBS 
Costume Characters – Sid the Science Kid, Super WHY! and Cat In The Hat.  Children played PBS KIDS 
LAB games on an interactive whiteboard and over 500 First Books were given to children playing our 
Cube Game at the WHRO booth. 
 
Overall in 2012-2013, 1,260 Parents, 1,760 Providers/Teachers and 5,800 Children/Students participated 
in one or more of these activities.  In addition, we distributed 2,145 “First Books” to children most at need. 
 

Total Regional Savings/Value:  $108,750.00 Total Isle of Wight Savings/ValueS:  $0.00 
(For all items above) (For all items above) 

  

http://www.pbskids.org/island
http://www.pbskids.org/
http://www.pbskidsgo.org/
http://www.pbskids.org/lab
http://www.pbskids.org/lab
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Isle of Wight County Public Schools 
Return on WHRO Investment 

2012-2013 
 
WHRO directly impacts: 
 
1) Educators by providing ongoing, sustained, high-quality teacher training; leading edge, technology-

based instructional resources; and regional opportunities for recognition. 
2) Students by providing online courses; leading-edge, on-demand, video resources; educationally 

relevant competitions; and regional opportunities for recognition. 
3) Adult Learners by providing a variety of workforce development and GED programming and services. 
4) Families by providing the highest quality children’s programming 24 hours per day, seven days per 

week as well as a variety of face-to-face, hands-on early childhood workshops for parents. 
 

In summary, WHRO educational efforts directly affect not only the schools’ bottom lines but also the 
quality of education for every single teacher, student, adult learner, and family in Hampton Roads.  
Exemplary educators and initiatives are regularly publicized on-air, on-line and in-person. 
 
Isle of Wight Annual Investment in WHRO: 

Annual Assessment $10,644.00 
C.I.I. Annual Dues $4,500.00 

Total Annual Investment* $15,144.00 
 
*Additional product/service specific revenue (i.e., DE streaming, NovaNET and Desire2Learn group purchases, etc.) 
is included in the saving/value calculations below. 
 
Direct Value/Savings: 

Discovery Education streaming Group Purchase $10,455.00 
eMediaVA Operation $4,500.00  
eMediaVA Single Sign-On Integration $0.00 
School Cable Channel Content $0.00 
Special Topic Forums $1,200.00 
WHRO Education Online Courses $331,335.00 
Desire2Learn Group Purchase $41,155.00 
NovaNET Group Purchase $4,000.00 

Total Direct Annual Value/Savings    $392,645.00 
 
Isle of Wight Direct Return on Investment $25.95 to $1.00 
 
Additional Value/Savings: 

WHRO Kids $5,055.00 
Great Computer Challenges (Junior & Senior Divisions) $1,050.00 
WHRO Classroom Guide Online $185.00 
General PBS Programming $5,880.00 
Tech Trek & Tech Trek: The Next Generation $200.00 
Local Educational Video Productions $610.00 
WHRO Education Web Site $200.00 
Hear/Say with Cathy Lewis $1,340.00 
General NPR Programming $325.00 
American Graduate Activities $3,725.00 
Families/Early Learners $0.00 

Total Additional Annual Value/Savings $18,570.00 
 
Total Direct and Additional Annual Value/Savings $411,215.00 
 
Total Isle of Wight Return on Investment $27.15 to $1.00 
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Value/Savings Calculations 
 
A Discovery Education streaming list price ($2,095.00 HS; $1,570.00 MS/ES) multiplied by the number of HS, MS 

and ES buildings within the HRETA owner division minus cash paid by the HRETA owner division.  Add-on 
packages (e.g., DE PLUS) can also be purchased through the WHRO group purchase at discounted rates.  
Those savings are also included in this calculation. 

B Comparable service value ($500.00 per building) multiplied by the number of buildings in each HRETA division.  

C SSO integration is free to HRETA school divisions but WHRO charges non-HRETA school divisions $4,500.00.  
The Local Host Appliance costs all school divisions $3,950.00. 

D Number of division wireless content feeds multiplied by $100.00 per feed (up to 60 minutes in length). 

E Number of division registrations multiplied by an average course registration fee of $150.00. 

F WHRO online course development costs to create and/or refresh courses that each division would have had to 
pay on its own ($327,000.00) multiplied by the number of WHRO owner school divisions (18) to yield the true 
regional savings ($5,886,000.00).  Also includes app development ($209,550.00) and eMediaVA learning object 
production ($4,950.00) allocated across HRETA owners according to relative size.   

G Regional virtual school general support ($30,000.00), regional test environment ($9,633.00), technical support, if 
applicable ($1,521.00), and fully online licenses, if applicable ($14.00 each) minus cash paid by the individual 
HRETA owner division.   

H Number of division licenses multiplied by the group purchase discount. 

I Total annual operational cost ($250,000.00) of WHRO Kids allocated across HRETA owners according to 
relative division size. 

J  Number of division teams multiplied by HRETA member entry fee discount. 

K Annual web development and maintenance ($3,200.00) and 20 hours ($6,000.00) of live programming (i.e. 
Colonial Williamsburg and the Fairfax Network) all allocated across HRETA owners according to relative size. 

L Annual WHRO PBS dues ($1,454,603.00) multiplied by 20% (conservative estimated educational percentage of 
program usage) allocated across HRETA owners according to relative size. 

M Number of division registrations multiplied by course savings of $200.00 per registration over non-member 
registration rates. 

N In Our Schools broadcast costs ($10,140.00) plus Education Now production costs ($14,000.00) plus 
Assessment and Accountability in Virginia Schools production and broadcast costs ($5,920.00) all allocated 
across HRETA owners according to relative size. 

O Web site re-design costs ($10,000.00) allocated across HRETA owners according to relative size. 

P Average HearSay with Cathy Lewis episode production cost ($4,150.00) multiplied by the number of episodes 
specifically devoted to Education topics allocated across HRETA owners according to relative size. 

Q Annual WHRO NPR dues ($437,754.00) multiplied by 3.65% (based on NPR statistics regarding the number of 
programs directly related to Education) allocated across HRETA owners according to relative size. 

R Six Our Voices teacher trainings ($9,000.00) plus Solutions to the Dropout Crisis documentary ($39,000.00) plus 
thirteen television interstitials ($100,750.00) plus eight radio interstitials ($6,000.00) plus four Another View radio 
shows ($16,600.00) plus seven HearSay with Cathy Lewis radio shows (value already included in HearSay 
calculations) plus two Best Practices web shows ($13,000.00) less value of services for specific divisions all 
allocated across HRETA owners according to relative size. 

S Number of training sessions conducted multiplied by the average cost per session ($750.00/day) plus the cost of 
materials distributed at sessions plus number of Raising Reader Libraries multiplied by cost to equip them 
($2,800.00) plus number of Super WHY! Camps conducted multiplied by cost to conduct them ($5,000.00) plus 
number of Super Reader Schools multiplied by cost to equip them ($2,600.00) plus number of appearances or 
events ($250.00/each) throughout the region plus the cost of materials distributed. 

  

  



2012-2013 WHRO Annual Impact Statement 11 of 17 

American Graduate WHRO Activity Overview 
 

Education and Community Outreach 
 
PBS NewsHour Student Reporting Lab (September 2012 – June 2013)  
Student Reporting Labs connect high school students with local PBS stations to produce original, student-
generated news video reports.  In 2011, Granby High School in Norfolk was one of 26 schools across the 
nation (and the only school in Virginia) selected to participate in the project.  The PBS NewsHour invited 
Granby High School to continue to support a Student Reporting Lab for the 2012 – 2013 school year.  
With mentoring support from WHRO the students produced four (3) videos in 2012 – 2013: Rap PSA with 
the Harlem Shake (http://youtu.be/6wqhvYu6uXM); Under God (http://youtu.be/vRsp_tjhyKA); and 
Dropout Nation (http://youtu.be/JmWNnXhOPDg).  WHRO also produced an overview of the project that 
was shown at a Corporation for Public Broadcasting board meeting and was featured at a PBS NewsHour 
Student Reporting Lab conference for educators held in Washington, DC in July 2013 
(http://youtu.be/ZCutG43zK64). 
 
Reach:  18 journalism students from Granby High School in Norfolk. 
 
GradNation Summit of the Virginia Peninsula (January 25, 2013) 
WHRO was a sponsor and presenter for the GradNation Summit hosted by Alternatives, Inc. Uth ACT 
(Youth Achieving Change Together), a group of 75 Hampton and Newport News high school students 
dedicated to eliminating the achievement gap and the dropout crisis. The summit included interactive 
exercises, a screening of WHRO’s “Challenging Circumstances” documentary, a keynote address by Pat 
Harbour, author of “Community Educators: A Resource for Educating and Developing Youth,” and several 
workshops. WHRO was a workshop presenter for the session, “Getting the Word Out through Media and 
National Campaigns.” 
 
Reach: 150 attendees, including 51 youth and 99 adults representing public school educators and 
administrators, government officials, business, and nonprofit organizations.  
 
Screenings of 180 DAYS: A YEAR INSIDE AN AMERICAN HIGH SCHOOL (March 2013) 
Produced by the National Black Programming Consortium, 180 DAYS chronicles the lives of teachers, 
students, administrators and parents struggling to keep their students on track to graduation at 
Washington Metropolitan High School (DC Met). With a prescreening tune-in grant, WHRO partnered with 
Norfolk Public School Graduation Coaches (5) to host screenings of the film. Approximately 600 high 
school freshman viewed the film and participated in discussion. A public screening held at Maury High 
School in Norfolk was attended by 40 persons. Tanishia Williams Minor, principal of DC Met and a Maury 
High School graduate presented at the public screening. 
 
Reach: 600 high school students, 40 adults 
 
Faith Leaders’ Luncheon (April 8, 2013) 
WHRO, Norfolk Public Schools and Norfolk Education Foundation partnered to host a luncheon for faith 
leaders to discuss how faith organizations can collaborate in the community movement for positive 
change for children. The event, held at Norfolk State University, included a keynote address delivered by 
NPS School Board Chair, Rev. Dr. Kirk T. Houston, Sr., testimonials on the benefits of faith partnerships 
delivered by Rev. Kevin Turpin, Executive Director of the Life Enrichment Center, and Rev. David 
McBride, Pastor of New Life Providence Church, and a call to action by Stephanie Hazell, Graduation 
Coach at Booker T. Washington High School. 
 
Reach: 120 attendees, including 65 faith leaders, NPS Administration, NPS School Board Members, NPS 
Education Foundation members, NPS Graduation Coaches, and WHRO Staff. 
 
Educator Professional Development (February 2013 – March 2013) 
Tech Trek provided the foundation for innovative technology in the classroom.  On-going professional 
development further enhanced teachers’ knowledge and skills.  WHRO conducted five “Our Voices” 
Teacher Trainings, an established curriculum to teach the art of digital storytelling using iPod Touches 

http://youtu.be/6wqhvYu6uXM
http://youtu.be/vRsp_tjhyKA
http://youtu.be/JmWNnXhOPDg
http://youtu.be/ZCutG43zK64
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with cameras, and one Mission U.S. Teacher Training a multimedia project featuring interactive adventure 
games set in different eras of U.S. history. 
 
Reach: 54 teachers from across the region 
 
Summer Enrichment Camps (June – August 2013) 
“Our Voices” digital storytelling curriculum was implemented during Camp Inspired (four camps), a teen 
leadership program sponsored by the Norfolk Department of Recreation, Parks & Open Space in 
partnership with Teens with a Purpose and during the YMCA’s Escape to the Arts (one camp), a summer 
program that enables children to explore creativity, learn artistic technique, discover the value of 
teamwork, and build self-esteem. 
Reach: 55 children from Norfolk’s Park Place and Broad Creek communities 
 
Production and Local Programming  
 
Solutions to the Dropout Crisis (premiered November 13, 2012) 
Half-hour documentary takes a look at challenges facing young people and explores why some students 
in Hampton Roads feel that dropping out is their only option.  The film explores why dropping out of high 
school not only hurts those students, but also impacts the entire community. 
 
Interstitials and Motivational Messages (TV) 

• Chris Brown, Graduation Coach 
• Jack Ezzell, Founder & CEO, Zell Technologies 
• Paula Eisen, Librarian, Granby High School, Norfolk 
• Ted Daughtery, Principal, Granby High School, Norfolk 
• Tanishia Williams Minor, Principal, Metropolitan High School, Washington D.C. 
• Alexis Aggrey, Coordinating Producer, 180 DAYS 
• From One Hand to Another 
• Uth ACT 
• Alternatives, Inc, Youth Engagement 
• Performance Learning Center 
• Quality Early Childhood Education 
• NSU Spartan Crusade for Academic Success 
• PBS NewsHours Student Reporting Lab 

 
Interstitials and Motivational Messages (Radio) 

• Spike Lee, Director/Actor 
• Tim Reid, Actor/Director/ Producer 
• Tavis Smiley, Talk Show Host 
• Iron E. Singleton, Actor, “The Walking Dead” 
• Dr. Alvin Harris, Physician, Franklin VA 
• L. Peter Callender, Actor/Director, “The Whipping Man,” Virginia Stage Company 
• Claude McKnight, “Take Six” 
• Ezra Hill, Tuskegee Airman  

 
Another View (Radio)  

• Parenting Tips for a Successful Student (October 2012)  
• Parenting an African American Son (March 2013) 
• Positive Piece on 180 DAYS (March 2013) 
• Another View in Education: Communities in Schools (May 2013) 

 
HearSay with Cathy Lewis (Radio) 

• Mentor Me (January 2013) 
• Home Schooling (January 2013) 
• American Graduate Retrospective (February 2013) 
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• American Graduate Raising the Curve (March 2013) 
• Education Reform in Virginia (March 2013) 
• No Bullies (April 2013) 
• Charting a New Course for Norfolk Public Schools (June 2013) 

 
Best Practice Segments (Web) 

• Newport News Public Schools 
• Hampton Public Schools 

 
Print Articles 
 

• Independence Day (Dimensions, July 2012) 
• Who’s Responsible for Student Success: A Family, Community and Schools Conversation 

(Dimensions, August 2012) 
• From the Chief Executive Officer (Dimensions, September 2012) 
• PBS NewsHour Student Reporting Lab (Dimensions, October 2012) 
• Local and National Programming Responds to Dropout Crisis (Dimensions, November 2012) 
• The U.S. Economy Needs an Educated Workforce (Dimensions, December 2012) 
• Mentoring Works! Volunteer to Mentor a Child (Dimensions, January 2013) 
• Black History Month: A Time to Celebrate Achievements (Dimensions, February 2013) 
• Two Programs Give Viewers Rare Insight into Public Education (Dimensions, March 2013) 
• New Report Released: Building a GradNation Progress and Challenge in Ending the High School 

Dropout Epidemic (Dimensions, April 2013) 
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Education Topics on HearSay July 2012 – June 2013 
 
August 9, 2012 
Elusive Equality 
Over half a century ago, our region was a central battleground in the fight for desegregation.  In Norfolk, 
local activists played a crucial role in the effort to equalize and integrate the city's schools.  Guests Jeffrey 
L. Littlejohn and Charles H. Ford, authors of the new book "Elusive Equality: Desegregation and Re-
segregation in Norfolk's Public Schools," join host Cathy Lewis to discuss their extensive research of the 
oral interviews, archival material, and local newspaper coverage that tells the harrowing story of Norfolk's 
struggle for educational equality.  Scheduled guests: Jeffrey L. Littlejohn - Assistant Professor of History, 
Sam Houston State University; Charles H. Ford - Department Chair and Professor of History, Norfolk 
State University.   
  
September 25, 2012 
Dropout Nation 
The PBS Frontline special, “Dropout Nation,” highlights the myriad of factors depressing graduation rates 
at a Texas High School.  Unfortunately, those factors aren’t limited to the Lone Star State and impact 
children across the country.  Host Cathy Lewis and guests Dana Patterson and Carol McCormack 
examine how those challenges play out in our region’s schools and speak with a diverse group of 
educators, administrators and advocates who are on the front line of this ongoing fight for our children's 
futures.  Scheduled guests: Dana Patterson - Graduation Specialist, Hampton Public Schools; Carol 
McCormack - President and CEO, United Way of South Hampton Roads. 
 
October 2, 2012 
HearSay from the Headlines, Dr. Samuel King  
This episode of HearSay presents the latest news stories, including the challenges facing the fourteen 
Norfolk Public Schools that did not meet the commonwealth's requirements for full accreditation.  
Listeners were encouraged to share their thoughts and opinions about this issue by calling in, emailing 
the program, and joining the conversation on Facebook.  
  
October 18, 2012 
Segment A: The One World Schoolhouse 
A free, world-class education for anyone, anywhere: this was the goal of ex hedge fund analyst Salman 
Kahn.  With the creation of his Kahn Academy, he's provided millions of students and teachers around the 
globe with instant access to free online instructional videos and software.  On this segment, Kahn joins 
host Cathy Lewis to discuss his book, "The One World Schoolhouse: Education Reimagined" and share 
how his academy's techniques are changing the way the world looks at education.  
 
October 18, 2012 
Segment B: WHRO’s Educational Initiatives 
While Hampton Roads is already familiar with the great educational and informative programming WHRO 
provides, many may be surprised at the active role the station is talking in assisting students and 
educators in classrooms across the entire commonwealth.  Host Cathy Lewis is joined by WHRO's Chief 
Education Officer Brian Callahan and Booker T. Washington High School geometry teacher Krista Seager 
to discuss some of the exciting new tools that WHRO is developing to help Virginia students and teachers 
succeed.   
 
December 12, 2012 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics Education 
Open positions in science, mathematics and engineering related careers are appearing faster than our 
country is producing graduates trained in those fields. As part of our ongoing American Graduate series, 
we'll explore the dire need to engage and prepare our region's students for careers in a high tech field. 
We're joined by educators and administrators from across Hampton Roads to discuss ongoing local 
STEAM and STEM initiatives.  Scheduled guests: Chuck McPhillips - Chair, Greater Norfolk Corporation’s 
STEM Initiative; Judy K. Stewart - Co-Founder, Virginia STEAM Academy; James Batterson - Former 
Senior Advisor to the Commonwealth for STEM Initiatives; Theodosa Wyatt - Director, CHROME 
Programs and Resources. 

http://hearsay.org/post/HearSay-from-the-Headlines-10212.aspx
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January 14, 2013 
Mentor Me! 
Mentoring is based on the premise that predictable, consistent relationships with stable, competent adults 
can help youth cope with challenges and steer clear of high-risk behaviors. On today's HearSay, host 
Cathy Lewis will speak with mentors and facilitators across Hampton Roads about the important roles 
mentors play in fostering the positive development of our region's youth. As part of our ongoing American 
Graduate: Let's Make It Happen initiative, we'll also discuss the important role of mentors and volunteers 
in a local schools.  Scheduled guests: Rebekah Holbrook - Director of Programs, Virginia Mentoring 
Partnership; Mary Midyette - Team Up Program Supervisor, The Up Center; Laura Smart - Partners in 
Education Coordinator, Virginia Beach City Public Schools; Bruce LaLonde - Named 2012 Outstanding 
Mentor in Greater Virginia by the Virginia Mentoring Partnership.  
 
January 28, 2013 
Home Schooling 
Today, as part of our ongoing American Graduate: Let’s Make It Happen initiative, we'll speak with local 
parents who've chosen to take direct control of their children's education by bypassing the public or 
private school system and educating them at home.  We'll also discuss related legislation introduced in 
the 2013 session of the Virginia General Assembly.  Scheduled guests: Del. Rob Bell - Represents 
Albemarle, Fluvanna, Greene and Rockingham Counties in the Virginia House of Delegates; Lydia Netzer 
- Author, Home Educator; Andrea Kinnear - Home Educator; Ginny Harvey - Home Educator.   

February 28, 2013 
American Graduate: 2012 Retrospective 
Throughout the past year, as part of our ongoing American Graduate: Let's Make It Happen initiative, 
we've spoken with educators, administrators and innovators who are manning the front lines of the fight to 
see every student make it to graduation day. Today we bring you a selection of those 2012 
conversations, featuring discussions about the importance of ongoing science and math education, the 
role of "graduation coaches" in local schools and an examination of the factors most responsible for rising 
dropout rates.  Scheduled guests: Paula Moran - Executive Director, Horizons Hampton Roads; Kathy 
Jackson - Executive Director, Alternatives, INC; Ari Zito - Director, Breakthrough at Norfolk Academy; 
Brian Callahan - Chief Education Officer, WHRO Public Media; Dana Patterson - Graduation Specialist, 
Hampton Public Schools; Jimmy Gerald - Graduation Coach, Warick High School; Dr. Johnny J. Moye - 
Supervisor of the Career and Technical Education/Health and Physical Education, K-8 for Chesapeake 
Public Schools; Dr. Marjorie Stealey - Principal, Norview High School; James Batterson - Former Senior 
Advisor to the Commonwealth for STEM Initiatives; Krista Seager - Geometry Teacher, Norfolk Public 
Schools.   

Wednesday, March 6, 2013 
American Graduate: Raising the Curve 
As part of our ongoing American Graduate: Let's Make It Happen initiative, we've examined the myriad of 
issues depressing graduation rates and talked with the educators and administrators who are fighting to 
take their students to graduation day.  Today on HearSay, we'll turn our attention from the people raising 
graduation rates to the places where they have to make it happen.  Journalist Ron Berler joins host Cathy 
Lewis for an examination of America's public school system as he shares the story of a year spent in one 
of America's 45,000 failing schools.  Scheduled guest: Ron Berler - Author, Raising the Curve, 
Contributor, Chicago Tribune, New York Times Magazine, Wired. 
 
Thursday, March 7, 2013 
Higher Local Learning 
Today on HearSay, Cathy Lewis begins a series of conversations with the presidents of our region's 
community colleges.  As the cost of college attendance continues to rise, and the job market remains 
uncertain, two-year colleges are an increasingly valuable resource for students just out of high school or 
boomers looking to jump-start an encore career.  Join us for a look at how the Virginia Community 
College System is preparing our region's students for a brighter future.  Scheduled guest:  
John T. Dever - President, Thomas Nelson Community College. 
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Wednesday, March 13, 2013 
American Graduate: Education Reform in Virginia 
Early last year, The Virginia Association of School Superintendents crafted a blueprint for educational 
reform in Virginia.  The document provides a comprehensive analysis of the direction the 
Commonwealth's educational system is headed in and, more importantly, what it will take to get 
there.  One of the largest components of that plan is technology, more specifically mobile connectivity and 
distance based learning.  Today on HearSay we examine how one local school division's utilization of 
cutting edge technology is drawing nationwide attention.  Scheduled guests:  Dr. Eric Williams - 
Superintendent, York County School Division; David Houle - Futurist, Author, Entering the Shift Age; 
Steven R. Staples - Executive Director, The Virginia Association of School Superintendents. 
 
Wednesday, March 25, 2013 
25 Years of Governor's School 
This year the Virginia Governor's School for the Arts celebrates its 25th anniversary.  Today HearSay 
host Cathy Lewis is joined by the school's executive director and chairs of the Dance and Theatre 
departments to discuss the program's rich history and explore its continuing mission to develop 
excellence, nurture creativity, inspire artistic vision in its students while continuing to foster passion for the 
arts in the local community.  Scheduled guests: Steve Earle - Chair, Theatre Department at The 
Governor’s School for the Arts; Todd Rosenlieb - Chair, Dance Department at The Governor’s School for 
the Arts; Dr. Andrea Warren - Executive Director, The Governor’s School for the Arts. 
 
Tuesday, April 9, 2013 
Piecing The Puzzle Together - Autism Awareness Month 
One in eighty-eight children cope with autism, according to the latest report released by the CDC.  The 
78% increase over the past decade begs the question: are cases of Autism Spectrum Disorders on the 
rise, or have diagnostic techniques simply become more effective?  Today on HearSay, Cathy is joined 
by professionals on the front lines helping those affected by autism.  We’ll discuss the changing 
landscape of autism diagnosis and treatment, as well as the challenges facing educators and parents of 
autistic children.  Scheduled guests: John W. Harrington, M.D. - Division Director of General Academic 
Pediatrics, CHKD; Sydney Mrowiec, M.S. - Executive Director, Peninsula School for Autism.   
 
Thursday, June 13, 2013 
A Generation's Future, Mortgaged 
On today's HearSay, Cathy Lewis and guests look to the looming July 1st deadline that could see the 
interest rates on federal student loans double.  We'll considered proposed resolutions from both sides of 
the aisle and consider the impact on our nation's students, higher education system and economy if the 
interest on student loans jumped to 6.8%.  Scheduled guest: Pamela Rambo - Educational Expert and 
Consultant.   

Monday, June 24, 2013 
Charting a New Course for NPS 
Over a year ago, Norfolk Public Schools Superintendent Dr. Samuel King was hired to revitalize a division 
that was once seen as a model of urban education but has experienced a sharp downturn in student 
performance.  A newly revealed component of his plans to revitalize Norfolk's public schools involves the 
conversion of 10 of the district's 46 schools into public charters with focused themes that would change 
both the school calendar and the way curriculums are taught.  Cathy Lewis speaks with leadership from 
Norfolk Public Schools about the bold plan to change the way Norfolk students learn.  Scheduled guests: 
Dr. L'Tanya Simmons - Deputy Superintendent for Operations; Dr. Linda Sevigny - Deputy 
Superintendent for Teaching and Learning; Dr. Kirk T. Houston - Board Chair, Norfolk Public Schools. 
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Notes 
 
Educational Advisory Committee (EAC) 
The Educational Advisory Committee (EAC) consists of a division selected School Board member or 
designee from each HRETA Member Division.  The EAC receives reports, updates and other information 
related to educational issues and priorities.  The EAC meets four times each year at WHRO, generally in 
September, December, March, and June.  The EAC is the decision-making body on matters related to the 
policy, planning and operation of WHRO public education related activities. 
 
Superintendents Advisory Council (SAC) 
The Superintendents Advisory Council (SAC) consists of HRETA member Superintendents.  Because 
school divisions are the owners of WHRO, this group of superintendents serves as the body that makes 
final recommendations to the EAC regarding decisions related to the policy, planning and operation of 
WHRO public education related activities.  The SAC meets four times each year at WHRO, generally in 
September, December, March, and June.  The SAC chair may schedule additional meetings as needed.  
The SAC will receive reports from WHRO on various issues pertaining to WHRO as well as summary 
reports regarding budgets, grants, instructional related services, and other business matters associated 
with educational initiatives supporting public schools.  The summary reports presented at the SAC are 
required to have been reviewed and approved by the Technology Advisory Council (TAC) prior to 
presentation to the SAC. The SAC can direct TAC to investigate, review, analyze, and submit findings to 
SAC regarding specific activities or projects. 
 
Technology Advisory Committee (TAC) 
The Technology Advisory Committee (TAC) consists of HRETA member Chief Information Officer or other 
superintendent designee from each division.  The TAC reviews all aspects of established educational 
activities (including budgets, grants, new initiatives, etc.) and provides comment on any related issues or 
concerns.  Additionally, the TAC works with WHRO staff to recommend new regional technology based 
directions and initiatives.  This group will review summary reports prepared by WHRO for presentation to 
the Superintendents Advisory Council (SAC) for approval.  The TAC Chairperson or alternate will be 
present at the SAC meetings to assist WHRO with the presentation of the reports and answer any 
questions.  The C.I.I. will serve as a resource to the TAC, providing detailed information on their area of 
responsibility and recommendations, if any, relative to their activities.  The TAC meets five times a year at 
WHRO, generally in September, November, January, March, and May.  Additional meetings may be 
scheduled as determined by the TAC Chair.   
 
Consortium for Interactive Instruction (C.I.I.) 
The Consortium for Interactive Instruction (C.I.I.) consists of HRETA member representatives that are 
appointed by the division Superintendent.  The C.I.I. serves as a subcommittee for the TAC to facilitate 
the communication, implementation, forums, and other activities essential to collaboration of instructional 
technologies in the HRETA region.  C.I.I. business meetings are held three times a year, generally in 
September, January and May, with additional special interest forums scheduled as needed throughout 
the year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Front Cover Photos (From Top Left):  
• Students from Hardy Elementary School in Isle of Wight compete in the 2013 Junior Great Computer Challenge. 
• Norfolk Public School students learn video production skills at Camp Inspired in July 2012. 
• The 2013 Virginian-Pilot Spelling Bee winner from Kemps Landing Magnet School in Virginia Beach accepts his trophy. 
• Super WHY! Reading Camp held at Children’s Harbor in August 2012. 
• Digital Storytelling Teacher Training held at WHRO in February 2013. 
• The HRETA Superintendents Advisory Council gathers for their June 2013 meeting. 


