The Great Computer Challenge

Music Composition
Level III
2013
No More Empty Chairs
Theme:  For this competition your problem solutions should be inspirational to your fellow students and demonstrate either a very positive, upbeat message OR they must demonstrate a thoughtful, peaceful message.  The goal is to encourage your friends and fellow students to stick together and stay on track to get a good education and plan ahead for their futures.
Problem: Choose one of the following problems.  Complete the project thoroughly, meeting all criteria.  
Evaluation will be based on 3 categories:
(1) 50%: Problem Solving (answering all parts of the problem completely)
(2) 25%: Creativity and Originality (add your personal twist)
(3) 25%: Musicality (musical elements like phrasing, dynamics, and rhythm)
1. Write an original piece for piano and one singing voice or one other instrument in the key of A in 4/4 meter.  Length should be at least 32 measures in length demonstrating two of the following: syncopated rhythm, modulation, or change in meter.  If you use lyrics, they should relate to the theme.
2. Write an original instrumental piece at least 32 measures in length.  This piece must include 1 traditional sound source and one nontraditional sound source and syncopated rhythm.  The meter and key are your choice, but they must be clear and definite.  If you include voice and lyrics, they should relate to the theme.
3. Create two variations of a 16 measure melody that you create (32 measure total).  Include a modulation from one variation to the other.  If you include voice and lyrics, they should relate to the theme.
· One variation written in the Key of C Major for piano using non-syncopated rhythm.
· One variation written in the Key of G Major using syncopated rhythm. 
NOTE: The modulation should occur between the two variations.  It is your choice which one variation is first.
Thank you for participating in the Great Computer Challenge!  We look forward to hearing your pieces!

VA-SOL.MU.MS.DES.1

DESCRIPTION: The Grades 6-8 Music Standards of Learning (middle school) will involve students in a higher level of music concepts and the further development of music skills through singing, playing instruments, moving, and listening. The standards encourage the reading of music notation and the assimilation of previous study in music toward understanding the mechanics of a music score. Students will explore the creative and expressive aspects of music through composing and arranging. Evaluation of music performances will allow students opportunities to apply music knowledge and experiences to new situations.

VA-SOL.MU.MS.4 STANDARD: The student will employ creativity in a variety of music experiences.

VA-SOL.MU.MS.4.2 > Improvise melodies, rhythms, and harmonies.

VA-SOL.MU.MS.4.3 > Compose melodies, rhythms, and harmonies.

VA-SOL.MU.MS.4.4 > Create arrangements of known melodies using traditional or non-traditional sound sources, including computer-related technology.

VA-SOL.MU.MS.6 STANDARD: The student will investigate music sounds, forms, styles, and genres through listening, discussing, writing, and performing.
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