The Great Computer Challenge

Music

Level III


Choose one of the following problems.  Complete the project thoroughly, meeting all criteria.  Unless specified, you have the option to either print out your composition as sheet music or have the judges listen to it aurally.  It is preferable to have both.  Points will be awarded for:

· meeting the minimum requirements (50%)

· creativity (25%)

· musicality (25%)

Write an original instrumental piece 
· Any instrument

· Any key

· 4/4 Meter

· At least sixteen 16 measures long

· Include 1 traditional sound source and 1 nontraditional sound source 

· Use two (2) of the following: syncopated rhythm, dissonant harmony, modulation, or counter melody.  

Create two variations for piano of either “Happy Birthday” or “Twinkle Twinkle Little Star”

· Include 1 traditional sound source and 1 nontraditional sound source 

· The two variations should also differ in at least two (2) other ways, for example, they can be in different keys, different styles, different rhythmic patterns – it is your choice.  
· Write an original piece for piano:

· D Major
· 3/4 meter  

· At least 32 measures long

· Use two (2) of the following: syncopation, dissonance, modulation, or counter melody.  
VA-SOL.MU.MS.DES.1

DESCRIPTION: The Grades 6-8 Music Standards of Learning (middle school) will involve students in a higher level of music concepts and the further development of music skills through singing, playing instruments, moving, and listening. The standards encourage the reading of music notation and the assimilation of previous study in music toward understanding the mechanics of a music score. Students will explore the creative and expressive aspects of music through composing and arranging. Evaluation of music performances will allow students opportunities to apply music knowledge and experiences to new situations.

VA-SOL.MU.MS.4 STANDARD: The student will employ creativity in a variety of music experiences.

VA-SOL.MU.MS.4.2 > Improvise melodies, rhythms, and harmonies.

VA-SOL.MU.MS.4.3 > Compose melodies, rhythms, and harmonies.

VA-SOL.MU.MS.4.4 > Create arrangements of known melodies using traditional or non-traditional sound sources, including computer-related technology.

VA-SOL.MU.MS.6 STANDARD: The student will investigate music sounds, forms, styles, and genres through listening, discussing, writing, and performing.
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