The Great Computer Challenge

Desktop Presentations
Level III
How do you best learn?  What approaches work for you?  In what situations and where does your best learning occur?  How does your learning style affect your learning?  Explain how you and your fellow classmates learn best, the strengths and weaknesses of the different ways in which you learn, and provide examples of different strategies that help you learn.  Remember to give examples of what works for you.  “Support your opinions and findings with what the ‘experts’ say and with ‘research.’”
Your task is to develop a presentation about the ways in which you and your group members learn best.  In the presentation, define/describe the environment(s) (places) where you best learn, list three to five ways (strategies) that work best for you, list and describe the tools that you use with your strategies, and explain how those tools can be used to help students learn (how they make learning more fun and/or meaningful).  Make sure that you clearly explain why your particular approaches work.  “Support your reasons with ‘references’ and ‘citations.’”
When developing the presentation, start by having each group member recount and describe situations in which he/she really learned something at a deep level.  Then, taking the ideas from the collective group, develop a list of ways in which the group thinks they really learn.  You may use any educational readings about teaching and learning strategies that you can find to help your cause.  Organize and shape your ideas so that they leap out of your presentation.

PowerPoint Presentation Requirements:

· The PowerPoint presentation must be no longer than 5-10 minutes and must include between 10 to 15 slides.

· The PowerPoint presentation slides must be advanced manually. 
· The full text of what should be narrated by the presenter for each slide must be presented in the notes section of the PowerPoint presentation slide.

· The presentation is required to have both a title slide and conclusion slide.  Title slide must have the name of the presentation and name of the school; Conclusion slide must have the names of the team members and any references or citations to information used in the presentation.
· The presentation must fully cover the topic area.
· The presentation must have an appropriate template or background that is used in a consistent manner.
· ClipArt/graphics/photos are included on at least ¼ (25%) of slides in the presentation.
· Audio and/or video is included in the presentation on at least one slide.
· Consistent transitions are used between slides.
· At least one web link is included in the presentation.

· Any text on a slide uses the 6x6 rule (no more than 6 lines and 6 words per line) or uses the 6 second rule (you can read the contents of the slide in 6 seconds).
· Topic is relevant and of interest to the appropriate age group.
· The PowerPoint presentation has a logical flow throughout the presentation.
Presentations will be judged in accordance with the attached guidelines.
Guidelines
General Guidelines:

· Be creative.  Consider your audience. 
· You may use scanned images, graphics, clip art, fonts (faces and sizes) and other multimedia to enhance the presentation. Design and layout of the presentations will be judged, as well as the quality of writing, so be sure to use a spellchecker and check for grammatical errors. 
· Sequencing of the information is very important in Desktop Presentations.  Pay attention to the flow of your presentation. 
Specific Guidelines:

You will be judged on the following criteria: 

· Following guidelines (Are there 5-10 slides?  An introduction and conclusion slide?)
· Topic relevance and accuracy of the content 

· Spelling and grammar 

· Sequencing of the information
· Originality/creativity
· Text and font selection/formatting
· Background used in slides
· Functionality of link(s) (Work correctly, link to the proper location)

· Slide navigation and transition (Slides move forward manually; transitions are consistent)
· Visual presentation

· Use and effectiveness of graphics

· Graphics sources (Original or compliant with copyright)
· Audio/video presentation
· Appropriate use and quality of digital photos 
· Appropriate use of sound and/or video (if used) 

6th-8th Grade SOLs

English

Oral Language

8.2
The student will develop and deliver oral presentations in groups and individually.

a) Choose topic and purpose appropriate to the audience.

b) Choose vocabulary and tone appropriate to the audience, topic, and purpose.

c) Use appropriate verbal and nonverbal presentation skills.

e) Use grammatically correct language.

Visual Arts SOL

Visual Communication and Production

8.2
The student will further expand and develop the use of the elements of art and the principles of design.

8.8
The student will demonstrate skill in combining text and imagery, using computer technology.

Computer/Technology

Social and Ethical Issues

C/T 6-8.4 
The student will practice responsible use of technology systems, information, and software.

· Demonstrate the correct use of fair use and copyright regulations.

· Demonstrate compliance with the school division’s Acceptable Use Policy and other legal guidelines.

Technology Communication Tools

C/T 6-8.9
The student will use a variety of media and formats to communicate information and ideas effectively to multiple audiences.

· Choose the appropriate tool, format, and style to communicate information.

· Independently use technology tools to create and communicate for individual and/or collaborative projects.

· Produce documents demonstrating the ability to edit, reformat, and integrate various software tools.
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