The Great Computer Challenge

Desktop Presentations

Level II
Memorial Day is fast approaching, which marks the beginning of tourist season.  Families from all over the country and other nations too, will travel to our wonderful state.  Your team has been chosen by the Virginia Tourism Corporation to create a presentation featuring Virginia’s State Parks.

When creating the slides, use the program to its fullest, utilizing as many parts of the software as possible.  The design and flow of the slides will count more than the transitions from one slide to another. The goal is to interest visitors in the programs, events and activities at Virginia State Parks.
Requirements:

1 There must be at least 5 slides.

1 The first slide must be a title/cover slide. It must include the name of your school.


The judges must be able to identify your school from this slide.

1 At least one of the slides must be a table or graph. 

1 At least one of the slides must be a bulleted list. 

Information on Virginia state parks is provided below.  You do not have to use all of the information and can create additional information as needed. Remember that your job is to create a presentation that will create interest and attract the most number of visitors.

The Virginia State Parks system includes: 

· 34 state parks 

· 40 natural areas 

· About 100,000 acres 

· 500 miles of trails 

· 207 cabins (located at Belle Isle, Chippokes Plantation, Claytor Lake, Douthat, Fairy Stone, First Landing, Hungry Mother, Lake Anna, Southwest Virginia Museum, Staunton River, Twin Lakes, Westmoreland) 

· 1,519 campsites in 24 different parks 

· 80+ picnic shelters 

· 23 visitor centers 

· 10 swimming beaches 

· 6 swimming pools 

State park attendance :
6,996,375 (2005) 
7,017,052 (2001)
5,147,477 (1997)

6,997,889 (2004) 
6,319,300 (2000) 
4,723,558 (1996)

6,296,108 (2003) 
5,885,910 (1999) 
4,747,108 (1995) 

7,008,004 (2002) 
5,491,269 (1998) 
4,397,988 (1994) 

What's so special about Virginia parks?
Natural Tunnel State Park - Formed a million years ago, Natural Tunnel has been a tourist attraction for more than 100 years. It has been promoted locally as the "Eighth Wonder of the World" since William Jennings Bryant first used the phrase to describe this spectacular formation. 

Panning for gold at Lake Anna State Park - The state park grounds at Lake Anna are home to a long abandoned gold mine. Each summer the staff at Lake Anna State Park uses soil from the mine and holds panning for gold programs. No one has gotten rich yet, but many have found it to be fun and informative. 

Shot Tower Historical State Park - This stone structure in Wythe County is one of only three shot towers still standing the United States. Molten lead was taken to the top of this 75-foot tower and poured into a shaft that was burrowed an additional 75 feet into the ground where it was collected in a kettle of water. As the lead fell, it solidified into balls of a proper size to use in muskets as shot. 

Bald Eagles at Caledon Natural Area - This site on the Potomac River is one of the most significant summering spots for bald eagles on the East Coast, with more than 60 eagles spotted in the area. It is also one of the only places in Virginia offering eagle tours. Starting in mid-June and running through Labor Day weekend, two tours of the eagle area are conducted each Thursday through Sunday.

Trails:

More than 600 miles of trails of varying difficulty crisscross Virginia’s state parks, giving hikers a chance to explore hardwood forests, coastal marshes and flowering meadows. Self-guided trails introduce visitors to the natural and cultural history of each area while informational markers supply interesting and educational information. Horseback riders and bicyclists will find miles of bridle and bike trails in state parks all across Virginia.

Fishing:

"Looking for the best fishing holes in Virginia? Grab a map and circle Virginia State Parks!" - Virginia Wildlife magazine
 

State parks on the commonwealth's four largest lakes; the James, Potomac, Shenandoah, Rappahannock, New and York rivers; seven parks on small man-made lakes; and two parks with access to the Chesapeake Bay offer varied fishing opportunities. Fresh- and saltwater species abound: largemouth and small mouth bass, bream, crappie, rainbow and brook trout, walleye, muskellunge, northern pike, pickerel, channel catfish and tautog.  Stocking, water quality monitoring and construction of fish structures, results in excellent fishing. A new fishing area for children 12 and under only is open year round and stocked regularly. A Virginia fishing license is required to fish in most state park waters. 
Swimming:

Swimming beaches and pools at 16 state parks, complemented by sunbathing areas, clean bath houses and concession facilities, are generally open from Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend. All overnight guests have free swimming privileges, except group cabin visitors at Pocahontas State Park. 

Picnicking:

All parks have picnic tables and grills for outdoor dining. Picnic shelters and gazebos are available at

most parks for any outdoor gathering. 

Camping and Cabins:

Camping facilities are available in 25 parks, and 18 parks have cabins. Overnight accommodations are perfect for family vacations, hunting and fishing trips and memorable weekend getaways. Virginia State Parks offer everything from primitive canoe or hike-in campgrounds to modern RV sites. Contact the Reservation Center for specific information.

Environmental Education and Youth Programs:

Virginia State Parks are the Commonwealth’s premiere environmental education locations. Schools, scouts, other civic groups and individuals are encouraged to come learn more about their great outdoors. Backyard Classroom programs, incorporating Virginia’s Standards of Learning, promote

lifelong learning about Virginia’s environment, natural wonders and historic treasures. They also help young people develop an enjoyment, appreciation and understanding of Virginia’s great outdoors.

Natural and Cultural History:

Several parks feature painstakingly-restored centuries-old buildings now open to the public.  A trip to a Virginia State Park is an opportunity to observe wildlife in diverse habitats, and all parks are part of the new Virginia Birding and Wildlife Trail. Throughout the spring, summer and fall, most parks offer a wide variety of nature and history programs for the whole family.

Outdoor Adventures Programs:

Learn to take wildlife photographs. Hone your skills at a fly-fishing school. Pan for gold or learn to backpack like the experts.  From traditional outdoor activities like canoeing, fishing clinics or night hikes, to arts and crafts festivals and bluegrass concerts, visitors will always find something to do in a Virginia State Park. Fees are charged for some special programs, while others are free of charge.

The guide is available at Virginia Welcome Centers, local visitor centers, Virginia State Parks, or by calling 800-933-PARK. Up to the minute, comprehensive information is also available at www.dcr.virginia.gov.


[image: image1.png][Alphabetical List of Virginia State Parks:

Shenandoah

1. Douthat State Park
Raymond R. “Andy” Guest Jr.
Shenandoah River State Park

3. Sky Meadows State Park

Northern Virginia

4. Lake Anna State Park
5. Leesylvania State Park
6. Mason Neck State Park

Central

15. Bear Creek Lake State Park

16. Fairy Stone State Park

17. Holliday Lake State Park

18. James River State Park

19. Occoneechee State Park

20. Pocahontas State Park

21. Sailor's Creek Battlefield
Historic State Park

22. Smith Mountain Lake State
park

23. Staunton River Battlefield
State Park

24. Staunton River State Park

25. Twin Lakes State Park,
Cedar Crest Conference
Center

Tidewater and Eastern
Shore

7. Belle Isle State Park

Caledon Natural Area

9. Chippokes Plantation State
park,
Chippokes Farm and Forestry
Museum

10. False Cape State Park

11. First Landing State Park

12. Kiptopeke State Park

13. Westmoreland State Park

14. York River State Park

Blue Ridge Highlands

26. Breaks Interstate Park

27. Claytor Lake State Park

28. Grayson Highlands State Park

29. Hungry Mother State Park,
Hemlock Haven Conference
Center

30. Lick Creek Natural Area

31. Natural Tunnel State Park,
Cove Ridge Center

32. New River Trail State Park
and shot Tower

33. Southwest Virginia Museum
Historical State Park

34. Wilderness Road State Park
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